
Group ssrg*s protection for press 

* CVl CAIRO (AFP) — nw Egyptian Human Rights Organisation on 
^LUliaiki .Samniay pressed for changes to the law to guarantee freedom of 
T 7J kpeecfe and information. The group called for “reviewing an 
{ . JSdation restricting freedom of opinion and speech, notably 

j f I "In-. vaguely-worded laws which could be intetpreted tn a way which 

*— I I conld. penalise people for their opinions." In a statement issued 
' — J >1 after a conference in Cairo, the group also pressed the government 
^3 not to try journalists be fore military courts for offences of opinion, 
jq guarantee journalists’ right to travel and to protea them from 
- arbitrary arrest or being placed under surveillance. Participants at 
thecot^aieiH»canedforarcyOTofcfKl9MfawontenorBm,“to 
* ftI put an end to the vague definitions of terrorism allowing this law to 

be used in opinion trials.” The group’s comments came after 
, Vi **S Vjh» " a Q|| journalist Adel Hussein was held in custody for 25 days before 
nirn Vis- ^ Cal! -beiim freed in Jan. 18. Several journalists of the fundamentalist 
s Sfju, " newspaper Ai Shaab, including its editor-in-chief, Magdi Hussein , 
w 3&k last year were summoned by the state security court and charged 
W I with “damaging the peace of society and state security.” 
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Lebanese vow to resist ‘normalisation’ 

BEIRUT (R) — Soares of Lebanese politicians, religious leaders 
and intellectuals pledged on Saturday to resist normalisation of ties 
with Israel and called for the establishment of an Arab common 
market. Some 300 delegates at a “founding national conference for 
resisting normalisation'' said the Arab-Israeli peace process was 
misleading and an Israeli design to control the Middle East. The 
delegates came from a broad span of Lebanese political and j 
religious groups. They included 10 deputies and representatives of 
the mainstream spiritual leaders of the Sunni and Shi'ite Muslim 
and the Maronite and Orthodox Christian communities. Former 
Sunni prime ministers Selim A l Hoss and Rashid Al Scih. both 
deputies, representatives of right-wing and leftist groups and the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah fighting Israel in South Lebanon attended 
the one-day conference. “We face a new misleading Zionist war 
which feigns an apparent peace through its withdrawal from some 
of the occupied Arab lands so it can control and have hegemony 
over the whole region." the delegates said in a statement. "Israel is 
striving for regional expansion not regional cooperation. .. it thus 
asserts its racist Zionist nature,” the statement added. 
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if ^Pelletreau: U.S. committed to 

- n ; . j, 1 the 

gtgl§SJordan economic, security needs 

r.:-- :-7. ^ T'-nn 

^ i n talks with U.S. envoy, reiterates concern 


• inj *&"■ 


*j;o establish comprehensive peace in all tracks 


;■ ^ ~y ^ ?r ot .!* By Amy Henderson 

■’ ’ * 0 f bov^ Special to the Jordan Times 

whou , AMMAN — U.S. Assistant 
both 'fri ^Secretary of State for the 
‘ ’ : "sin's Middle East Robert Peliet- 
... vj fyrcav on Saturday stressed 
•- j j-rhat despite the changes in 
" '.v ' vi ^Congress, the Clinton admi- 

5 - . iP p , 1,J ^ ‘^nistration remains committed 

lc r cqui -to meeting Jordan's econo- 
‘ ~ Pi- : j JT dn S n t -mic and security needs in the 
S'.-'.t ;: ;i j- -lime —peace era.” 

crama;., ■. L ’• .. un -Mr. Pelletrean met Satur- 
u ? r-.-c. .V! , e lii.day with His Majesty King 
2 nz :b rr -, ( "' '' u ! Hussein to discuss the U.S.- 
;• . \ 4b °_ u! sponsored Middle East peace 

- £ '. mi ' :se£ l op?- process and bilateral rela- 
2 - .- : h "lirtions. The talks also covered 

’ J .. - r 'jfler,j* fi -how to improve and streng- 
Nnical c then our cooperation in ways 
y; ine Wgsj^tjjat the Jordanian people 
• -Vf.' r ;R‘Jndai.VcQuId see and appreciate,” 
l 7 J w - ae^lfr. Pelletreau told Jordan 
1 : r - - : -c ■>; i ^'-Television. 

. . ; cur, £ t •- .The U.S. official, who also 

>xhcr with Prime Minister 

; ; r i: iBtej Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 

- •r:-..flooa b Foreign Minister Abdul 
■ ’- m*™ a a Karim Kabariti Saturday, 

-- -a! :oke-W 3 s quoted by the Jordan 

•” ”r : • ^»r" c News Agency, Petra, as 
-.sr. di-ifc;- pledging U.S. support to Jor- 
:_i -i'tiiMfti’dan through debt write-offe 
•. ■ ^ the encouragement of 

V- - :i,. -(., American private sector in- 

■ s'.:coE«-lj; 

• ' ! '*£Sfc'" . 


vestment in regional develop- 
ment. 

Washington last year 
agreed to write off $702 mil- 
lion of Jordan's official debts 
over a three-year period. In 
addition to debt forgiveness, 
agreed on last September, 
President Clinton told a joint 
session of Jordanian Parlia- 
ment on the day of the sign- 
ing of the Jordan-Israel peace 
accord that the U.S. would 
work with Jordan to meet its 
"legitimate defence require- 
ments.” 

Thus far, roughly one-third 
of Jordan's debt to the U.S. 
was wiped off the books in 
1994, and should be com- 
pletely erased by 1997. 
However, Jordan still owes 
the U.S. $300 million more in 
debts that are not eligible for 
write-offs. On fop of this 
remaining debt, Jordan still 
shoulders $5.5 billon in total 
debt to a number of other 
countries. Hie U.S. has lob- 
bied its allies to follow suit 
with debt forgiveness, but the 
effort so far has been largely 
unsuccessful. 

Jordan in September sub- 
mitted a request for $25 bil- 
lion aid in grants over the 


next 10 years in addition to a 
request for military equip- 
ment, including three to four 
squadrons of F-16 fighters, 
approximately 200 MiA2 
main battle tanks, around 500 
Bradley armoured fighting 
vehicles and a significant 
amount / of support and 
ammunition. No military or 
financial aid has been forth-' 
coming from the request. 

Mr. Pelletreau said he was 
not yet ready to discuss the 
September request but, 
through' various programmes, 
he hoped to see U.S.- 
Jordanian cooperation grow, 
and to i see "our country do 
more Here.” 

Asked if the U.S. intends 
to abide by its commitment to 
providing military aid to the 
Kingdom, Mr. Pelletreau 
said tnat “we do intend to 
increase our assistance in this 
area although to what extent 
is not? known." 

“We recognise the import- 
ance i of Ionian feeling the 
benefits of peace,” he told 
journalists at a press confer- 
ence at the American embas- 
sy. But he would not elabo- 
rate on the amount of aid that 
has been proposed to Con- 


gress thus far. It is his view 
that the best way to follow on 
U.S. promises is to forgive 
Jordanian debt. 

"We must continue on the 
debt forgiveness Track,” he 
said, "and we are encourag- 
ing other holders of Jorda- 
nian debt to adopt a similar 
process.” 

Mr. Pelletreau indicated 
the administration may be 
facing negative responses 
from a conservative Republi- 
can Congress. Congressional 
elections last November sent 
“sharp messages" to the gov- 
ernment when a Republican 
majority was voted into Con- 
gress, he said. 

"We will have to work out 
new relationships with Con- 
gress and committees.” he 
said. "Our intention is to 
develop maximum bi- 
partisanship on foreign poli- 
cy, and my feeling is that on 
Middle East peace, there is 
broad bi-partisan support." 

Petra reported that during 
his meeting with Mr. Pellet" 
reau. King Hussein reiterated 
his willingness to use his new 
relations with Israel to adv- 

(Continued on page 7) 



A scene from Saturday’s session of the Lower House of Parliament (Photo by Yousef Allan) 

Lawmakers begin debate on 
government policy; vote today 
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Israel starts pullout from Yemen 
Jordanian land tomorrow asks for 

•By P.V. Vivekanand entire stretch of land down jeer that was called the bOrdd* 


. . . r “ • By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Uxnes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israel will start 
Fane: SnGO’SfiS Withdrawing its forces to 

- f- =*in'T nt newly-delineated internation- 
” 1 w 5 ai hnrrtf'rc nn MiTTlrtaV and 


AIDs vaccms 


s d borders on Monday and 
■CCiHS ibe process will be completed 
as stipulated in the Oct. 26 
peace treaty between the two 
i Manlscbuntries, a senior Armed 
”-'n:inc tfrFnrces official said Saturday. 


" • • ’ : Lv Lr ■ Brigadier-General Tabsin 

' ' ^SBordom, head of the Jorda- 
- ■ Z: ' X r /ir-' Q i an side to the joint commit- 
" - ,'^tee with Israel on borders and 

: 121 ^'security affaire, said the with- 

: ^ j^drawal would come in two 

. - .• :r:: j pjjgjgg wou jd be com- 

f lopsi rpleted by Feb. 10. 

7iKfflrt®' - Brig-Gen. Shurdom. who 
; tEwas also closely involved in 

"" 7 . -■' w ;. , nk zt&e negotiations that led to 

asthe treaty, told a briefing at 
‘ General Headquarters of 

- " c ’ ‘jfjijK.rtbc Armed Forces that the 
first phase of withdrawal in- 

- . : involves areas in the south be- 

- . SWtoing Monday and the 

- : ‘ : : e second in the north beginning 

-• % 9- 

• - ■ • : vThe withdrawal follows the 

- - ' / f- fofinal beginning on Jan. 17 

1 \ yi of the demarcation of inter- 
^ f L national borders along the 


entire stretch of land down 
from the junction of the Yar- 
mouk River in the north to 
the shores of the Red Sea in 
the south. 

Brig.-Gen. Shurdom said 
the Royal Geographic Socie- 
ty of Jordan and its Israeli 
counterpart and the Royal 
Engineering Corps of the 
Armed Forces and Israeli 
army engineers were closely 
involved in the executive part 
of the border delineation and 
demarcation process that 
started on Nov. 10. 

Officials said most of the 
mines on both sides of the 
border had been removed. 
“A little bit more work re- 
mains to be done in this 
respect but it would be com- 
pleted on schedule," said one 
official. 

Brig-Gen. Shurdom said 
Jordan would get a total of 
380 square kilometres of lan,d 
under the peace treaty. Thjg 
bulk of the land is in the 
south and was occupied by 
Israel between 1968 and 
.1970, he said. 

The territory in the north 
was seized by Israel in 1950 in 
an area known as Baqoura, 
where a hydro-electric pro- 


ject that was called the 
Rotenbuxg complex existed 
before the creation of the 
st^te of Israel in 1948. 

I "We are getting every inch 
of Jordanian land” occupied 
by Israel, Brig-Gen. Shur- 
djorn emphasised. 

• Brig-Gen. Shurdom said 
some parts of the land in the 
north were owned by Israelis 
|rot the territory remained 
under Jordanian sovereignty 

E «nder the peace treaty. 
"Israelis only have own- 
rship of some pieces of 
jrarmland in the north, and 
Itbe Jordanian government 
has given them permission to 
use the land," he told the 
briefing. 

There is also a small strip 
of land in the south were 
Israelis are permitted by the 
Jordanian government to 
work in farming, but there is 
"no leasing or renting of 
Jordanian land to anyone,” 
he said. 

“These lands are Jordanian 
land under Jordanian 
sovereignty and special pas- 
ses will be given to farmers in 
the area by the Jordanian 

(Continued on page 1) 


monitors 

SANA'A (Agencies) — Ye- 
men called Saturday for fore- 
ign monitoring of its border 
with Saudi Arabia following a 
deadly skirmish earlier this , 
month. 

President Ali Abdullah i 
Saleh said Friday that Saudi 
troops massed over the bor- 
der to the point where they 
could be seen from Yemen 
"with the naked eye," but 
had pulled back somewhat. 

Through an official source, 
the government Saturday cal- 
led for a joint military com- 
mission including Egyptian 
and Syrian officers to carry 
out a fact-finding mission to 
the contested border. 

The source, who refused to 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Saturday began debating the 
policy statement of the gov- 
ernment of Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker in a session that Is 
expected to end today with 
the cabinet obtaining a com- 
fortable mandate from the 
legislature. 

The overall message of the 
majority of the 20 deputies 
who took the floor yesterday 
was comforting to the prime 
minister, whose cabinet is ex- 
pected to win 54-5b votes of 
confidence from the 80- 
member legislature. 

Sharif Zeid asked for the 
confidence of the House 
Wednesday on the basis of a 
policy statement that pledged 
cooperation with the legisla- 
ture and promised efforts to 
improve the economy, con- 
solidate democracy and bet- 
ter ties with Arab" countries. 


Most of the deputies de- 
scribed as comprehensive and 
satisfying the policy state- 
ment of the government, but 
many of them criticised the 
composition of the cabinet 
and its "failure" to ensure 
fair geographic representa- 
tion of all areas in the coun- 
trv. 

But even among lawmak- 
ers who were critical of the 
ministerial team, there was 
no dissent against the pre- 
mier himself whom most de- 
puties praised for his "in- 
tegrity/' respect for demo- 
cracy and the legislature and 
his ability to lead at times of 
difficulties. 

Domestic issues took 
prominence over foreign 
policy affairs in the first day 
of the session with most law- 
makers addressing, though in 
general terms, the govern- 
ment's plans to further eco- 
nomic development, proceed 
with administrative reform, 
ease the burden of poverty 


and unemployment and 
achieve "fairness" in public 
sector appointments. 

But some deputies attri- 
buted the obvious lack of 
focus on the peace treaty with 
Israel to the fact that most of 
the traditional opposition de- 
puties did not take the floor 
and will address the House 
today. 

While some lawmakers 
criticised the government for 
excluding representatives of 
their constituencies from the 
ministerial team, former 
Prime Minister and ex- 
Speaker of the House Taher 
AI Masri said that a large 
segment of "the Jordanian 
people have been kept out of 
the government.” 

In what was interpreted as 
a reference to Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin, Mr. Masri 
(Amman) said that the exclu- 
sion of this segment of society 
from the government "seems 

(Continued on page 7) 


PNA cabinet approves 
agreements with Jordan 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The cabinet of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
on Saturday ratified the 
Jordanian-Palestinian agree- 
ments signed in Amman 
Thursday, officials said here. 

Palestinian Labour Minis- 
ter Samir Ghoshe told repor- 
ters the council of ministers 
ratified the political and eco- 


■ ■ /ni'-f 1 - 


Israeli siege will harm 
peace, PNA warns 


iries) — The 
• lL " 1 frkstinian National Author- 


( -\7 rty (PNA) said on Saturday 
■ Israel’s closure of the 

^ n<nri ,tS *Sr^* a Strip and West Bank 
Jew isn settlement activ- 
would barm the peace 


- ; • ■ . - ; ' : -oni 'U sjack in central Israel by two 
laamic Jihad guerrillas which 
^^^21 Israelis. 

/ ■ ‘ > Marwan Kanafani, spokes- 

“f 0 f° r Palestine liberation 

:pe ^Organisation (PUO) Chair- 

, Passer Arafat, said the 
; v. : (S*.?NA, at its weekly meeting 




« l ^#in.Gaa, '‘discussed Israel's 

. - • ■ 


-Jteturians, which will harm 
^ P® 80 © process and is as 

rffff*pgerous as the acts which 

- . ‘ /n# |l !S^%fo foes® measures.” 

\ ^ - r J" ! president (Arafat) is 

’rv ^ corned about this situation. 

has to immediately lift 
r 1 ' ‘'l-j* l?1 ; L -ells p 1 closure. We think we 

- ; m explosive situation 
“ * " ", - With tiie dosure combined 

,n! Wh settlement construc- 


tion," Mr. Kanafani said. 

Mr. Kanafani said the 
PNA discussed economic 
alternatives and “will take 
some steps to alleviate the 
situation. 

“But it cannot solve the 
problem, because the solu- 
tion lies beyond the capacity 
of the Palestinian Author- 
ity.” 

Referring to Palestinian 
efforts to rein in militants 
after the attack, Mr. Kanafa- 
ni said the authorities were 
‘’carrying out necessary mea- 
sures concerning Palestinian 
security.” 

Amid Israeli calls for 
tougher action against Isla- 
mic militants, the PLO has 
detained about 20 Islamic 
Jihad members since the 
attack. 

The PNA on Saturday also 
denounced an Israeli raid on 
an Islamic college at Abu Dis 
in the occupied West Bank, 
saying it posed "a serious 
threat to the entire peace 
process/’ 

The Israeli army said its 


troops arrested "dozens” of 
Suspected "militants" in the 
tfaid at dawn on Friday. 

1 The authority said in a 
statement that it “categor- 
ically denounced" the arrest 
qf 21 students and damage to 
furniture and equipment by 
tfce troops. 

j Its education department 
demanded that Israel im- 
mediately release all those 
detained. 

r'The Ministry of Educa- 
tion is expressing its strongest 
outrage following the Israeli 
attack against the College of 
Science and Technology,” it 
said in a statement. 

j“This military action is a 
violation of academic free- 
dejms, the peace agreement 
and the agreement for early 
empowerment in the West 
Bank,” the statement said. ' 

{‘We are demanding the 
immediate release of all the 
college students and em- 
ployees that have been de- 
tained.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


during its weekly meeting 
here. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker signed the coopera- 
tion and coordination agree- 
ment in Amman. 

Other ministers also signed 
seven accords on administra- 
tion, education, banking, 
commerce, culture and in- 
formation, transport and 
communications. 

Jordan in February will 
open an official representa- 
tion in the Gaza Strip, a 
Palestinian official said. 


be identified, said the mission nomic cooperation accords 
would serve to restrain dunng its weekly meeting 
“those who seek to ignite he r e - .... _ 

sedition in the region." Palestine Liberation Orga- 

He was referring to hard- nisation (PLO) Chairman 
line elements within the Arafat and Prime 

Saudi leadership whom the Minister Shanf Zeid Ben 
Yemenis hold responsible for Shaker signed the coopera- 
exacerbating bilateral ten- t * on coordination agree- 
sions, according to diplomats ment in Amman, 
in Sanaa. 

The trouble started when 
Yemen charged Saudi Arabia 
was building roads into its 
territory near the border, 
which has been disputed for 
more than 60 years. 

Yemen claimed Saudi 
troops killed 10 Yemenis in a 
Jan. 10 incursion. The Saudis 
maintain the Yemenis cros- 
sed and attacked, killing a 
construction worker. 

Following Egyptian and 
Syrian mediation efforts, a 
parley was opened between 
pro-Saudi Yemeni politicians 
and Saudi leaders in Riyadh. 

Mr. Saleh said the Saudi 
forces, comprising one 
armoured and one mecha- 
nised brigade, had withdrawn 
10 kilometres as a result of 
the parley. However, he 
added that the talks had not 
reached ‘’positive results.” 

Yemen and Saudi nego- 
tiators trying to resolve the 
dispute at talks in Riyadh 
were stuck on proposals that 
are “irreconcilable," a 
Yemeni official said. 

Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, 
denied it had massed troops 
and weapons along the two 
countries' border in moves 
which the Yemeni official 
charged were designed to put 
pressure ou the negotiations. 


Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti will attend 
the opening ceremony and 
will also visit the self-rule 
enclave of Jericho on the 
West Bank, the official said 
after the Palestinian Author- 
ity meeting. 

The Palestinian agency 
WAFA said the authority 
"welcomed Jordan's move." 

. Talks on refugees 

Egyptian, Jordanian and 
Palestinian officials will meet 
in Cairo on Feb. 4 to discuss 
the issue of Palestinian re- 
fugees from the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war, an Egyptian offi- 
cial said Saturday. 

The three sides aim to 
coordinate their stance on the 
refugee issue ahead of discus- 
sions due to be held at an 
unspecified dare with Israel. 

The meeting will be 
attended by the foreign 
ministers of Egypt, Amr 
Musa, and Jordan, Abdul 


Karim Kabariti, as well as a 
PNA official. 

Experts from the three 
sides met on Tuesday and 
said they reached agreement 
on a number of oustanding 
issues concerning the return 
of Palestinians who fled their 
homes, mostly to Jordan. 

The three parties drew up a 
paper to be presented to 
Israel concerning the repat- 
riation of the Palestinians, 
and said they had agreed on a 
method to arrive at realistic 
statistics on the number of 
refugees. 

Under the 1993 
Palestinian-Israeli peace 
deal, Israel, Egypt. Jordan 
and the Palestinians are to 
discuss repatriation of re- 
fugees and displaced people 
and set up a mechanism to do 
so. 

The discussions do not deal 
with "deportees" whom the 
Israelis have refused to allow 
back into the West Bank or 
Gaza. 


King 

stresses 

media 

role in 

serving 

public 


By Sa'eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
urged journalists to shoulder 
the responsibility of spread- 
ing public awareness of free- 
dom, justice and righteous- 
ness but warned them against 
monopolising the truth' 

In a speech delivered on 
his behalf by Deputy Prime 
Minister ana Minister of In- 
formation Khaled Karaki at 
the opening ceremony of the 
12th Congress of the Interna- 
tional Organisation for Jour- 
nalists (IOJ), the King stres- 
sed the importance of objec- 
tivity in the journalistic pro- 
fession. 

“We hope democratic dia- 
logue will be reinforced in a 
free, objective, tolerant and 
respectful manner. Differ- 
ences in opinion are accepted 
as long as they don't infringe 
upon the others' point of 
view,” he said. 

The King said Jordanian 
legislation has been amended 
to enhance democracy hand 
in hand with freedom of 
speech and expression. 

"Press laws and legislations 
have been modified — the 
Press and Publications Law 
and Copyright Law in par- 
ticular — to found journalism 
on principles of freedom and 
national responsibility," he 
said. This is being established 
to “secure freedom of speech 
and expression as an indi- 
vidual's right as much as it is 
a right to the press.../' he 
said. 

The .opening of the confer- 
ence at the Royal Cultural 
Centre was attended by more 
than 200 participants repre- 
senting 96 countries. For the 
first time in the history of 
the organisation, IOJ holds 
its meeting in an Arab coun- 
try. 

“I am pleased you have 
chosen our capital to hold 
your 12 th meeting here." the 
King said. 

The King hoped the meet- 
ing would be a chance not 
only for the IOJ to consoli- 
date its role in protecting 
journalism as * a profession 
but also for Jordan to make 
on overall assessment of the 
democratic process, which 
was introduced in 1989. 

"We see in this meeting a 
chance to look upon our real- 
ity and our achievements. It 
is a chance to evaluate demo- 
cracy, journalism and the 
country's professional and 
cultural institutions," he said. 
“We have always chosen 
liberty, democracy and hu- 
man rights. We always 
wanted to join people's 
quest for peace and justice. 
In this context, we soughr 
peace that would restore to 
the people their rights. -We 
achieve a peace treaty- with 

(Continued on page 7) 


Dudayev threatens war on Russian cities 


(Continued on page 7) 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Chechen separatist leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev told In- 
terfax news agency on Satur- 
day the conflict could spread 
to Russian cities if the war 
continues for another momh. 

"Intensive preparations 
are under way to move milit- 
ary operations on to the terri - 
tory of the Russian Federa- 
tion,” it quoted him as 
saying. “It is no problem to 
bum towns. For this, there is 
no need for tanks or aircraft, 
ft is enough to resort to the 
most simple methods." 

Earlier on Saturday, 
Chechen Information and 
Press Minister Movladi Udu- 
gov said Chechenya disown- 
ed another minister's threat 
to "bum Moscow." But Mr. 
Dudayev made clear this op- 
tion was open. 


"If the military actions in 
Chechenya continue for 
another month the war will 
spread, irrespective of his 
wishes, to Russian towns," 
Interfax said, quoting Mr. 
Dudayev’s comments in a 
telephone interview. 

“No tanks will save Mos- 
cow. In any case, apart from 
the Russian capita] there are 
the Northern Caucasus, 
Krasnodar, Stravropol area, 
Astrakhan district/’ he said, 
referring to regions, towns or 
dries on Russia’s sourhem 
rim. 

Mr. Dudayev said the only 
way to stop the war was for 
him to meet Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin. He said he wanted to 
avoid the war spreading out 
of control. 

"ft is not what I want, it is 


a precise plan. (Russian Pres- 
ident Boris) Yeltsin has been 
warned. If there is no peace 
in Chechenya, his Russian 
cities will bum and an Islamic 
war will begin on Russian 
soil," Mr. Dudayev was 
quoted as saying by the Ita- 
lian magazine Espresso. 

Chechen forces “will soon 
have the means even to fight 
Russian aircraft," he told the 
weekly. *‘I cannot reveal 
what these means will be, or 
where they will come from,” 
he added. 

Russia said on Saturday its 
forces had killed 4,836 rebels 
in the seven-week campaign 
to bring breakaway 
Chechenya to heel, Interfax 
reported. 

it quoted the government 
press service as saying Rus- 
sian forces had captured 333 


rebels. Moscow has said its 
army and Interior Minisfry 
losses so far are 617. The 
rebels put Russian losses far 
higher. Independent figures 
are not available. 

The government 
announcement also con- 
firmed Russian warplanes 
struck targets in Chedienya 
on Saturday, Interfax said. 
Moscow did not say where 
the targets were, but the 
agency reported earlier they 
were in the southern moun- 
tains of Chechenya. 

“Enemy losses up to Satur- 
day were: killed — 4,836, 
captured — 333,” it said. 

Interfax said the govern- 
ment report was based on 
information from Russian 
headquarters, which are in 
Mozdok, north Ossetia, a re- 
gion near Chechenya. 



Home & Middle East News 


Amal chief warns of 
major Israeli attack 


Ross sees good chance for peace progress 


BEIRUT ( AP) — Lebanon's 
parliament speaker warned 
Saturday that Israel might 
resort to major military op- 
erations on the last active 
Arab-Israeli war front in 
South Lebanon to try to 
break a deadlock in Middle 
East peace talks and to pun- 
ish opponents of the peace 
process. 

Nabih Bern, who also is 
leader of the pro-Syrian 
Amal movement fighting 
Israeli occupation forces in 
the south, said Israel may go 
to war to make up for losses 
in the light against the hard- 
liners. 

Mr. Bern's warning came 
amid anxiety in Lebanon thar 
Israel might use its military 
superiority to avenge last 
Sunday's suicide bombing 
that killed 21 Israelis and 
wounded more than 60 north 
of Tel Aviv. Most of the 
victims were soldiers. 

The Palestinian group Isla- 
mic Jihad claimed responsi- 
bility for the bombing. 

Speaking at a medical con- 
ference in the southernmost 
port city of Tyre. Mr. Berri 
said Israel had failed to im- 
pose a settlement on Syria 
and Lebanon and was unsuc- 
cessful in neutralising Egypt 
in the Arab-Israeli talks. 

“Faced with all these fai- 
lures. particularly the secur- 
ity ones, Israel is looking for 
a soft belly to launch a war," 
Mr. Bern said. ' 

Mr. Beni did not say when 
or what form Israel’s retalia- 
tion would take, but he indi- 
cated the Jewish state might 
invade. 

The Shiite Muslim leader 
said Israel was mistaken for 
presuming that Lebanon 
“would be an easy arena for 
its invasions.” Any attack 
would be a failure like pre- 
vious ones, he added. 

Guerrillas of Amal and the 


militants of Hizbollah 
have been on heightened 
alert in South Lebanon fear- 
ing retaliation for the bomb- 
ing. 

Hizbollah, Amal and 
Palestinian factions opposed 
to the peace talks have been 
engaged in a guerrilla war 
against Israeli forces occupy- 
ing a border enclave in the 
south they call a “security 
zone.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, seeking to reas- 
sure a bewildered Israel after 
the bombing, vowed in a 
public speech last Monday 
that his government would 
hit hard at opponents of 
peace and “no border will 
stand in our way." 

Israel has previously in- 
vaded Lebanon twice, in 1978 
and in 1982, under the pre- 
text of protecting its northern 
flank from cross-border guer- 
rilla assaults. 

The costly 1982 invasion, 
during which Beirut became 
the first Arab capital to be 
occupied by Israeli forces, 
ended in 1985 when Israel 
withdrew the bulk of its 
forces to near the border and 
established the “security 
zone.” 


In July 1993, Israeli war- 
planes. gunboats and ground 
artillery blasted South Leba- 
non for seven days in retalia- 
tion foT rocket attacks on 
northern Israel. 

About 150 people were kil- 
led and 500 wounded, mostly 
civilians. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher bro- 
kered an understanding that 
ended the blitz. Under the 
arrangement, Israel halted 
the bombardment in return 
for Hizbollah refraining from 
firing rockets into northern 
Israel. The arrangement has 
held since despite violations. 


Hizbollah leaders urge 
sanctions against U.S. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Hardliners targetted by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's re- 
cent decision to freeze U.S.- 
based assets of groups are 
urging Arabs and Muslims to 
impose their own economic 
sanctions on the United 
States. 

In a Friday sermon at a 
south Beirut mosque. Sheikh 
Mohammad Hussein Fadlal- 
lah, spiritual guide of the 
Hizbollah group, criticised 
Mr. Ginton’s move against 
12 groups and 18 individuals 
in the United States. 

“America has declared war 
on Islam for the sake of 
Jews.” Sheikh Fadlaliah said, 
according to excerpts pub- 
lished Saturday in newspap- 
ers. 


“AH Arabs and Islamic 
countries, organisations and 
individuals should promptly 
withdraw their assets in the 
United States.” he added. 

The appeal was apparently 
aimed primarily at Saudi 
Arabia and other oil-rich 
Gulf Arab states with huge 
assets in U.S. treasury bonds 
and bank accounts. 

Sheikh Fadlaliah and Hiz- 
bollah. who both champion 
Iran's fiery brand of Shiite 
Muslim fundamentalism in 
Lebanon, were included in 
Mr. Ginton’s sanctions. A 
militant Jewish group. Kach. 
was also on the list. 

Mr. Gimon imposed the 
measures Monday, accusing 
the militant Arab factions of 
disrupting Middle East peace 
efforts by killing 52 Israelis in 
the last four months. 

Sheikh Fadlaliah said none 
of the Islamic factions or 
individuals targettd by sanc- 
tions maintains any U.S. 
bank account. 


“I never in my life put a 
single cent in an American 
bank.” he said, adding that 
Arab and Muslim nations 
should boycott U.S. goods 
they can live without. 

Hizboilab's secretary- 
general. Hassan Nasrailah. 
said in a separate speech at a 
rally in south Beirut Friday 
that Arab and Muslim states 
should draw up a boycott list 
of “American organisations 
and individuals known for 
their support of Israel.” 

Mr. Clinton ordered the 
sanctions after last Sunday's 
suicide bombing attack which 
killed 20 Israelis and wound- 
ed more th3n 60 north of Tel 
Aviv. Most of the victims 
were soldiers. 

Sheikh Nasrailah said 
Israel should have been made 
to suffer sanctions for its July 
1993 bombardment of south- 
ern Lebanon, in which 150 
civilians were killed. 


“All Arabs and Muslims, 
individuals, groups or states 
should stop placing funds at 
any American bank or in- 
stitution because (America) 
is not a country that safe- 
guards people's" money ... 
and it betrays the trust.” 
Sheikh Fadlaliah said. 

“We can invest our money 
in Europe and other coun- 
tries.” added Sheikh Fadlal- 
iah. one of IS individuals in 
Mr. Qinton's list suspected 
of involvement in Middle 
East “terrorism.” 

“When one looks at this 
decision he cannot but scoff 
at its because most of the 
groups and individuals men- 
tioned do not have bank 
accounts in America as it is 
not trustworthy,” the 
bearded black-turbaned cler- 
ic said. 
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NEW YORK (USIA) — The 
Middle East peace process, in 
the year ahead, has a good 
chance to build on the posi- 
tive advances made in 1994. 
If Israelis and Palestinians 
address security concerns, 
economic aid becomes more 
effective, and both sides 
build mutual confidence, says 
Dennis Ross, U.S. special 
Middle East coordinator. 

Speaking January 16 to the 
New York Foreign Policy 
Association. Mr. Ross 
pointed to what he called the 
‘‘quite extraordinary” 
changes in attitude and con- 
crete actions that made 1994 
a “landmark” year in the 
Middle East. In order to car- 
ry that progress ftirther in 
1995, he said, the region 
faces broad challenges in 
three areas: Israeli/ 
Palestinian negotiations, 
Israeli/Syrian talks, and over- 
all regional normalisation. 

Mr. Ross stressed that the 
progress made in 1994 has 
not removed “all the vestiges 


of the past.” and he cited the 
January 22 terrorist bombing 
in Israel as “a very clear 
reminder” of that. 


The more the opponents of 
the peace treaty see progress 
“the more desperate they be- 
come... to prevent the future 
from going forward.” be said. 

“Our challenge is to over- 
come them. Our challenge is 
to shape the new Middle 
East, to cement the new Mid- 
dle East and assure the parti- 
cipants that we are beginning 
to see change actually have a 
chance to emerge and flour- 
ish and become institutional- 
ised.” 


One of the major chal- 
lenges in 1995 is for Israelis 
ana Palestinians to see and 


feel tangible results from the 
compromises both have made 
— Israel in hopes of gaining 
security and Palestinians in 
hopes of gaining control of 
the key economic and politic- 
al decisions that affect their 
lives, Mr- Ross said. 


“The Israelis are going to 
have to feel secure and the 
Palestinians are going to have 
to do everything they can to 
contribute to that,” the 
ambassador said. “No one 
can expect the Palestinians to 
provide absolute security. 
What one has to see is not 
’100 per cent success, one has 
fo see 100 per cent effort. 

“In the areas where the 
Palestinian Authority has 
control, it has to do every- 
thing it can to root out those 
who threaten violence against 
Israelis." 

The Palestinians, for their 
part, Mr. Ross said, have to 
see their political and econo- 
mic life change, including the 
development of institutions, 
the rule of law, and elections. 
That will build the credibility 
of the Palestinian Authority 
in the eyes of the Palestinians 
and demonstrate that the 
process is moving forward 
and they have a stake in the 
peace process, he said. 

For economic change in 


the Palestinian territory, both 
the international donors and 


the Palestinians “are going to 
have to do better than they 
have done.” he noted. 


“Donors internationally 
are going to have to stream- 
line how they approach 
Palestinian assistance. We 
are going to have to do a 
better job of targeting the 
assistance, making certain it 
has an impact, responding to 
critical areas where change 
has to take place and ' L assu ring 
overall that Palestinians see 
and hear and are awaje of the 
real impact of the assist- 
ance.” ■, 

But the Palestinians also 
have to do a better job, Mr. 
Ross said. “They have to 
remove the bottlenecks and 
make it possible for projects 
to get launched. They have to 
empower the people 'jn the 
Palestinian Authority to 
make the decisions that make 
it possible for the assistance 
to move." i 


PLO aide 
decries 
stalemate 
in peace 
process 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 


By George S. Hishmeh 


AMMAN — The United Na- 
tions Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM) on 
Saturday opened a three-day 
workshop on “project plan- 
ning*' aimed at strengthening 
small enterprises and their 


WASHINGTON (USIA) 
— The chief representative 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation here told a 
Washington audience Jan. 
26 that the Middle East 
peace process is at its 
“lowest point” since the 
signing of the September 
1993 Declaration of Princi- 
ples accord between Israel 
and the PLO at a White 
House ceremony. 

Hassan Abdul Rahman 
explained that in the wake 
of recent Israeli policies, 
particularly on the question 
of settlements in the West 
Bank, “average” Palesti- 
nians are losing faith in the 
process. 

“Unless it becomes a vi- 
able process that trans- 
forms the realities on the 
ground they do not see why 
they have to support it.” 

He said peace cannot be 
achieved between PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin alone. Peace, 
he continued, will ultimate- 
ly have to be between the 
Israeli and Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

“Unfortunately." he 
added, “we do not see at 
this end in Washington a 
serious effort to correct the 
deficiencies in this pro- 
cess.” 

Acknowledging that the 
achievements to date in the 
peace process are irreversi- 
ble. Mr. Abdul Rahman, 
nevertheless, expressed 
fear that if the present 
stalemate continues, the 
process may face “derail- 
ment, if not stagnation.” 

He attributed the prob- 
lem to Israeli “vacillation" 
as in the case of the settle- 
ments and urged them to 
take “a second look” at the 
peace process. He recalled 
it was die PLO understand- 
ing that Israel recognised in 
the Oslo agreement that 
the process will lead in the 
•end to a two-state solution. 

He said Prime Minister 
Rabin missed an opportun- 
ity after the Hebron mas- 
sacre last February of some 
30 Palestinians by an Israeli 
zealot to deal with the set- 
tlements issue which, at 
present, is exacerbating the 
ongoing negotiations. 


employees' performances. 
Economical expert Yous 


Economical expert Yousef 
Toumma told the workshop 
that there were four main 
obstacles facing women who 
want to establish their own 
enterprises or women who 
currently own small 
businesses. These included 
marketing, credit facilities, 
business counselling and legal 
matters and training. 

Eighteen representatives 
of non-governmental orga- 
nisations (NGOs). local in- 
stitutions and semi- 
government institutions have 
been divided into four groups 
to tackle the four major 
areas. 

“The participants will dis-. 
cuss in the next two days 
these problems .that are 


standing as an obstacle for 
women in their enterprises, 
and come up with solutions.” 
a UNIFEM spokeswoman 
told the Jordan Times. 

By and large some of the 
problems are common to 
both men and women entre- 
preneurs. but women faced 
more difficulties than men 
while tackling them. 

The participants reviewed 
a list of obstacles facing 
women operating or trying to 
establish a new business. 

In marketing, women en- 
terpreneurs faced unfair 
competition, limited creativ- 
ity. improper business loca- 
tion. mobility constraints, 
negative market climate, and 
lack of adequate information. 

Credit problems facing 
women include collaterals re- 
quested by lenders, lack of 
confidence in women and the 
lack of the “cultural courage” 
to have separate bank 
accounts or significant sav- 
ings. lack of adequate capital 
to develop a project,, and 
women’s lack of awareness 
concerning sources of finance 


and banking procedures. 

In the training sector. ; par- 
ticipants discussed the short- 
comings in available training 
services and long training 
courses which does not jsuit 
entrepreneurs. 

In legal matters, the obsta- 
cles cited as facing women 
included rules and regula- 
tions. customs duties levied 
on intermediate goods, 
licensing procedures wh^ch 
may be costly and time con- 
suming. lack’ of clear classi- 
fication of enterprises, and 
rigid interpretation of laws by 
some officials. 

At the end of the three-day 
meeting, the participants will 
list suggested resolutions to 
these problems and set up the 
agenda for UNIFEM activi- 
ties for the year 1995. 

Established in 1976, UNI- 
FEM provides direct technic- 
al and financial support for 
low-i ncome women i n de- 
veloping countries. It also 
funds activities that bring 
women’s programmes which ' 
promote the inclusion of 
women in decision-making. 


Five planeloads of Indian-donated 
relief supplies destined for Iraq 


By Cathy King 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The first of five 
shipments of emergency 
medical supplies from India 
will be dispatched to Iraq 
today from Amman. India 
Humanitarian Initiative 
( IHI) Chairman and Member 
of Parliament John Joseph 
said Sunday. 

The firs: consignment con- 
sisting of about' 26 metric 
tonnes — three truck loads — 
of “life-saving medicines” 
was due to arrive on a Royal 
Jordanian fight from Bom- 
bay Sunday evening. Trucks 
arranged by Iraq would carry 
the cargo by road to Bagh- 
dad. said Mr. Joseph, who is 
also a member of the Nation- 
al Commission for Minorities 
in India. 

Member of Parliament 
Sheikh Mohammad Lai Jan 
Basra and journalist George 
Varghese. both members of 
IHI! will accompany Mr. 
Joseph and the cargo’ of 15 
types of medicine donated by 
25 pharmaceutical companies 
to Baghdad. 

The medicine will be hand- 
ed over to the Iraqi Ministry 
of Health for distribution. 
Mr. Varghese tcld the Jordan 
Times. 


The majority of the sup- 
plies are medicines for chil- 
dren. those used for anaes- 
thesia and even threads for 
stitching after surgery. These 
items were identified as 
priorities during an Indian 
government delegation to 
Iraq last April, Mr. Varghese 
said. 

Sheikh Mohammad, Mr. 
Joseph and Mr. Varghese 
were among the delegation 
sent as emissaries of Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao to secure the release of a 
young Indian from an Iraqi 
jail at that time, they said. 

“The sufferings of the peo- 
ple moved us.” Mr. Varghese 
said, adding that Sheikh 
Mohammad, during his visits 
to mosques in Baghdad, was 
approached by manv plead- 
ing for assitance. 

Mr. Joseph said that on 
return to India the delegation 
reported the “grave and 
pathetic" situation there to 
the prime minister. 

Upon the request of Mr. 
Rao. the 51-strong IHI began 
collecting donations 'of 
medical relief. Mr. Joseph 
added. IHI is comprised of 
parliament members and offi- 
cials. 

The Indian team said more 
than 400.000 Iraqis were suf- 


fering from diseases related 
to malnutrition and a “large 
number of deaths " reported 
daily are due to a lack of 
medicines and food. 

The three member team 
will be joined shortly by 
Members of Parliament 
G.M.C. Baiayogi. another 
IHI representative who was 
also among last year’s delega- 
tion. 

The initiative took six 
months to set up. during 
which time operations ceased 
temporarily because of a pla- 


gue that swept some parts of 
India in the summer. Mr 


India in the summer, Mr. 
Joseph said. 

Following the resumption 
of arrangements, a ftirther 
three months were dedicated 
to collecting medical sup- 
plies, he added. 

Objections raised bv the 
United States and Britain led 
the U.N. Security Council 
sanctions committee to dis- 
allow many items that the 
Iraqis need’ Mr. Joseph said. 
These included bedding for 
hospitals, tyres and spare 
parts, soap, blankets, pesti- 
cides, electric lights, fishing 
nets, paints, nails and cook- 
ing utensils. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nateq Nuri says he could run for president 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Parliament Speaker AM 
Akbar Nateq Nuri said he is willing to run for the. 
presidency in the next election in 1997, the daily Salam 
reported Saturday. “If the Association of the Militant 
Clergy (AMC) nominates me, I will take on the job." the 
speaker told a religious group in the holy city of Qom in 


central Iran. "I am a member of the group and subservient 
to its decision.” The AMC is an influential conservative 


political and religious organisation wbidi hasasaymUj^ 
nomination of top officials in Iran'. The group, close to the 
powerful merchant class of the bazaar, sidelined tbt IshmSc 
hardliners from power in the last parliamentary elections in 
1992 and presently dominates the countiy’s legislative. and 
executive branches. Mr. Nateq Nuri said however that the 
outcome of the next parliamentary elections m 1996 would 
have a “direct impact" on the presidential elections, 
scheduled for June 1997. He did not elaborate. 


Qadhafi: Combining politics, religion is profane 



Amman workshop studies solutions 
to problems facing businesswomen 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi has 
attacked those who mix politics and religion, saying 
merging the two is profane. In a speech broadcast ty 
Libyan state television Friday, Colonel Qadhafi cited Iran 
as a country that exploited religion for political purposes 
and said such actions lessen the meaning of religion. “God 
is remote from politics. The Koran is remote from 
politics.” Col. Qadhafi said in the speech monitored by the 
BBC. “The angels have nothing to do with politics, and the 
day of judgment has nothing to do with politics. If yon 
merge religion into politics it no longer remains religion. It 
becomes a profane action." He was addressing local 
leaders in A1 Khum on the Mediterranean coast. It was 
unclear what prompted Col. Qadhafi’s attack. He has 
criticised Islamic extremists in the past — once calling 
Muslim radicals part of a U.S. plot to control the Arab 
World — but he also declared Islamic law to be the basis of 
Libya's legal system. 


‘Alexander the Great buried in desert temple’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Greek archaeologists have found two 
documents at a temple in Egypt's western desert saying that 
Alexander the Great was buried at the site, antiquities 
officials said Saturday. Abdul Halim Nureddin, chairman 
of the Egyptian Antiquities Organisation, went to the 
temple of the oracle of Ammon in the Slwa oasis, 750 
kilometres west of Cairo, to examine the claims, officials at 
his office said. The temple was built in 1100 BC according 
to a report in Saturday's edition of the government daily Al 
Ahram. However, Jean-Pierre Corteggiani of the French 
Institute of Oriental Archaeology was sceptical about die 
theory, saying the Egyptian press frequently claimed the 
tomb of the Macedonian conqueror had been found. “AH 
the texts we have show that Alexander was buried in 
Alexandria and Roman emperors passing through regarded 
it as their duty to pay homage,” he told AFP. George 
Kypreos, head of the Greek cultural centre in Alexandria, 
also said he had “no information yet that die tomb of 
Alexander the Great has been discovered at Siwa.’’ 
Alexander the Great, who was crowned in the Temple of 
the orade Ammon in 330 B.C. after conquering Egypt in 
333 B.C.. died in Babylon in 323 B.C. at the age of 33 and 
his body was brought to Egypt for burial. 


Lockheed pleads guilty of bribery 


ATLANTA (AP) — Aerospace contractor Lockheed 
Coip. pleaded guilty Friday to bribing an Egyptian 
legislator and was fined S24.8 million for violating the 


federal Corrupt Practices Act. -The move allowed Lock- 
heed to avoid a trial the government said would have 


disclosed how the company paid about $1 million to 
influence die sale of cargo planes to the Egyptian govern- 
ment. The charges concern a 1989 contract, valued at about 
$79 million, for three C-130 Hercules transport planes. 
Calabasas, California-based Lockheed has a major manu- 
facturing plant in suburban Atlanta, which builds the 
Hercules. The government accused Lockheed and some of 
! its executives of using the influence of Leila I. Takla, a 


: member of the Egyptian People's Assembly from 1987 to 
1990, to pursuade Egypt to buy three C-130s-in the late 


•1980s. While serving in the assembly, Ms. Takla, who 
(previously had been a paid consultant for the company, 
continued to receive a retainer fee and do work for 
Lockheed, the government charged. Lockheed also was 
accused of covering up the relationship. 


M’an demands rapid shipment of rice 


TEHRAN (AFP) Iran has urged Thailand to speed up 
the shipment of 250.000 tonnes of rice it bought last 
October, Iran's official news agency IRNA said Saturday. 
Tne request was conveyed to the Thai Commerce Ministry 
bj the Iranian embassy in Bangkok on Friday, it said. 
Tehran purchased the rice for an estimated $75 million and 
a , first shipment was to be delivered in November, 
according to Iranian sources. IRNA did not specify the 
ct»sts, bur said half of it had been paid in cash and the rest 
on credit. Iran produced 1.8 million tonnes of rice in 1994. 
fc»Jt it still had to import 200,000 tonnes of the product from 
Thailand to meet domestic needs. 

Mew head of Air Algerie named 


A LGIERS (AFP) — - National carrier Air Algerie named 
Horned Bencherchali as its new managing director, news 
E'P?.!? s ? id Saturday. Mr. Bencherchali replaced Cbakib 
Beilili, who was dismissed Tuesday along with other senior 
officials in the wake of the Dec. 24 hijacking of a French 
A,irbus at Algiers airport by fundamentalist'guenillas. A 
retired colonel. Mr. Bencherchali was director of external 
relations at the Defence Ministry. A commission of inquiry 
in the hijacking, which led to the deaths of three passengers 
as well as the four attackers, concluded that grave 
?? tfie P 311 of senior aviation and security 
omcials had been a factor in the incident. 
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Princess Basma opens workshop on 
gearing women towards political life 


Her Majesty Queen Noor on Saturday shakes she paid to the town to review development 
hands with children in Jerash, during a visit projects (photo by Crystal) 

Queen visits NHF centres in Jerash, 
Jooksinon tourism services, sites 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma Saturday opened a three - 
day workshop to help women 
enter political life by urging 
women to participate in 
national political endeavours 
regardless of their modest ex- 
perience. 

Addressing the opening 
session, the Princess said that 
women can play a basic and 
important role in the political 
dimension of the national 
construction process and in 
the achievement of national 
goals. 

Princess Basma urged 
women to adopt attitudes and 
utilise other persons' experi- 
ences on the basis of concepts 
and ideas emanating from the 
Arab and Islamic culture. 

She told the audience that 
women should benefit from 
the present and other similar 
workshops in order to better 
deal with political issues in 
the future. 

David Burton, director of 
the British Council in Am- 
man, which organised the 


workshop in cooperation 
with the National Committee 
for Jordanian Women's 
Affairs, addressed the meet- 
ing stressing that Jordan was 
at the forefront among coun- 
tries that respect women's 
freedom. 

He said the present work- 
shop serves as an opportunity 
for the exchange of views and 
experiences among the parti- 
cipants. 

Leslie Abdullah, head of a 
working group for change in 
the United Kingdom, said 
that the meeting will discuss 
how women's voices will be 
heard on the political scene. 

She said the past decade 
witnessed a resurgence of 
women's participation in the 
political domain in western 
Europe and North America. 

The participants to the 
workshop will learn how to 
give successful interviews to 
the media, how to induce 
change in society and com- 
municate ideas, and how- to 
present short speeches. 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basina advise women on how to prepare for 
opens a three-day workshop designed to political involvement (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On a 
routine visit to Jerash to 
review the progress of local 
handicrafts production and 
training centres. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor stop- 
ped at the city's archaeolo- 
gical sites and checked on 
the visitor’s centre and 
other tourism services, 
according to a Royal Court 
statement. 

Queen Noor was re- 
ceived by Minister of Tour- 
ism Abdul Hah Al Khatib, 
French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet and 
the director-general of the 
Department of Antiquities, 
with whom she discussed 
ways to improve the condi- 
tions of archaeological sites 
and to better organise tour- 
ism reception facilities and 
the handicrafts zone, the 
statement said. 

Queen Noor, said the 
statement, visited the Ri- 
! moun Weaving Centre, 
j which was established by 
the Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation’s (NHF) Jor- 
dan Design and Trade Cen- 
tre (JDTC) two years agtvv. 
to help local women ac- 


quire skills and training to 
generate income and im- 
prove their living condi- 
tions, while reviving tradi- 
tional Jordanian hand- 
icrafts. 

The JDTC introduced an 
important innovation at the 
centre — two-metre- wide 
looms, used to weave 
room -size carpers, pre- 
viously absent from the 
Jordanian market. The 
profit-making centre has 
since become independent, 
and is locally operated and 
managed. 

At the centre, the Queen 
congratulated the craft- 
speople for their innovative 
high quality products, 
which are marketed by the 
JDTC in Jordan and 
abroad, and appear in mail- 
order catalogues. Queen 
Noor also distributed cer- 
tificates to graduates of the 
training course, the state- 
ment added. 

Later, the statement 
said. Queen N oor toured 
the Jerash Handicrafts 
Centre, which provides 
training and employment 
opportunities in sewing. 


weaving and embroidery to 
local women. Operated by 
the Jerash Ladies Benevo- 
lent Society, an indepen- 
dent non-governmental 
organisation, the centre is 
the largest employer in 
Jerash, contributing to the 
development of local fami- 
lies and to the preservation 
of a unique aspect of Jor- 
dan's national heritage. 

The JDTC has been 
working closely with the 
centre since 19S8 to assist 
in technical and manage- 
ment training, product de- 
velopment and both local 
and international market- 
ing, which has expanded 
the centre's business by 
professionalising its opera- 
tions, re-direcung designs 
to make products more 
marketable, and opening 
up new markets. 

Queen Noor was re- 
ceived by the governor of 
Jerash. She was accompa- 
nied by members of the 
NHF Executive Commit- 
tee, Mrs. Noor Izzedine. 
and Mrs! S’ubhieh Ma’ani,- 
and the, director of the 
JDTC, the statement said, j 


Text of Jordan- PNA trade agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Follow- 
ing is a translation of the 
Jordanian-Palestinian agree- 
ment on trade. 

In implementation of the 
General Agreement signed 
by the Jordanian government 
and the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) on Jan. 26, 
1995, the two sides agree on 
the following. 

Article one: 

A) In reaffirmation of 
their commitment towards 
working within the principle 
of free trade to ensure the 
flow of goods and services 
between them, including 
agricultural products, and 
with a view to achieving that 
goal, national goods will be 
exempt from customs duty 
and all other fees and taxes 
when they are exchanged be- 
tween the two parties, with 
the exception of the sales tax 
which -is imposed in Jordan 
and jtbe value added tax im- 
posed"' by the Palestine 
National Authority. 

B) To achieve that goal the 
two sides will meet every six 


months to agree on lists of 
goods to be exchanged be- 
tween them under paragraph 

(A) , with a view to increasing 
the number of items in this 
category gradually until com- 
plete liberalisation of trade 
between the two sides is 
achieved. 

C) The two sides will facili- 
tate the exchange of national 
commodities and services 
without exception, to include 
all commodities in paragraph 

(B) , on condition that they be 
subjected to taxes still levied 
on them by either side. 

Article two: 

The two sides will set up a 
joint ministerial committee to 
follow up the implementation 
of the agreement and endorse 
detailed measures to be ap- 
plied in matters concerning 
trade and customs tariffs for 
the purpose of facilitating the 
goods and services to and 
from either side. The services 
will include expertise .and re- 
quired cadres involved. The 
committee is to meet at least 
once every three months or 


whenever the need arises. 

Article three: 

Upon the signing of this 
agreement the two sides will 
form teams of experts 10 
study the procedures that will 
enable the various articles to 
be implemented, taking care 
not to impinge on the rules in 
force by Jordan and the 
PNA. The experts will submit 
a report on their work to the 
joint committee for endorse- 
ment. 

Article four: 

In view of the importance 
of transit trade to the two 
sides, the parties agree on the 
necessary procedures to 
facilitate and organise transit 
rrade by land, sea and air, in 
accordance with a transit 
agreement that will be 
reached between them. 

The two sides will give due 
importance and urgency to 
the matter of reconstructing 
bridges on the Jordan River 
between the West Bank and 
Jordan to facilitate transit 
trade. 


Article five: 

With regard to agricultural 
products: 

a) The committees formed 
by the two sides will work out 
a timetable for the exchange 
of these products. 

b) The Jordanian govern- 
ment will facilitate the export 
of Palestinian agricultural 
products through 'Jordanian 
territory under the transit 
deal. 

Article six: 

The two sides will start 
conducting economic, tech- 
nical and legal studies and 
organise the joint free zone in 
the Jordan Valley for the 
purpose of storing and 
marketing different products 
produced or manufactured by 
either side. 

Article seven: 

The two sides agree to se- 
cure part or all the require- 
ments of oil products needed 
by the-Palcstinipn .side under, 
a bilateral protocol to be 
organised by the PNA and 
the Jordanian Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 


sources and the Jordan Pet- 
roleum Refiner}- Company. 

Article eight: 

The two sides agree to se- 
cure pan of or all the require- 
ments of cement and iron 
used in construction needed 
by the Palestinians in accord- 
ance with arrangements 10 be 
agreed on bv Jordan and the 
PNA. 

Article nine: 

The two sides agree to be- 
gin a study on linking the 
power grids of the two sides. 

Article ten: 

This agreement is to be 
applied on trade exchanges 
between Jordan and the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Article eleven: 

Upon endorsement by 
both sides, this agreement' 
will go into effect immediate- 
ly- 

The agreement was signed 
by. Minister of Industry and 
Trade AJi Abul Ragheb for 
Jordan and PNA Minister of 
Economy, Trade and Indus- 
try Ahmad Qoureia. 


Amman municipality to build Excerpts from deputies speeches in Parliament 


solid waste management plant 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Greater 
Amman Municipality plans 
to establish the country’s 
first solid waste manage- 
ment plant, and several 
companies have already 
.placed bids to build the 
required installation, 
according to Hussein Zaki 
Said, assistant for health 
and environment affairs at 
the municipality. 

“The municipality is 
seriously considering the 
composting and recycling 
system to reduce the hazar- 
dous effects of waste at 
disposal sites,” said Dr. 
Said, adding that people 
residing near such sites 
complain of stench, water 
pollution and even noise 
from those areas. 

According to the Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment, more than 90 per 
cent of the solid waste in 
the country is deposited in 
24 locations underground 
at safe distances from 
towns. But the garbage 
dumps Russeifa, the site of 


many public complains, are 
severely affecting the en- 
vironment and polluting 
the air, according to en- 
vironmentalists. 

Dr. Said said that the. 
proposed project will oper- 
ate two types of recycling. 
One, he said, is processing 
organic material, the other 
is recycling solid waste 
materials. 

“The project will be able 
to process about 600 tonnes 
daily of organic material 
which will be applied as 
compost to some of the 
land in the desen areas and 
some greenlands in the 
city,'’ Dr. Said told the 
Jordan Times. 

“This operation will pro- 
duce cheap fertilisers which 
will be used to enrich the 
soil and support the en- 
vironment and the ecolo- 
gical cycle," he added. 

The second process, he 
said, is recycling mainly 
glass, plastics, papers and 
metal. 

According to Dr. Said, 
this project is pan of the 
Jordanian government’s 
plans to fight off deserti- 
fication. 


According to Dr. Said, 
final bidding will be on 
March 1. 

Dr. Said said the munici- 
pality has discussed finan- 
cial backing of the project 
with the private sector and 
government officials. 

"This project will im- 1 
prove the hygienic and en- i 
vironmental standard of 
the land,” he said. 

According to Dr. Said, 
the project is expected to 
serve Amman, Russeifa, 
Zarqa and about 15 or 14 
populated areas around the 
greater Amman. 

Dr. Said told the Jordan 
Times that the municipality 
is considering building a 
toxic waste disposal plant, 
after the completion of the 
recycling project. 

"Peace has brought with 
it new demands, such as the 
improvement of industry, 
which in turn will bring 
increased demand on in- 
dustrial waste manage- 
ment,” Dr. Said said. 

"We are trying to plan 
early to prevent environ- 
mental and water pollution 
in the coming years.” he 
said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ Play (in Arabic) entitled “Ya Sam’een” (Ye 
Who Are Hearing) at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 5:00 p.m. 

FILM 

it Film entitled “Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves” at the American Center at 5:00 
p.m. 


Lecture (In Arabic) entitled “Will Iraq 
Become the OH Giant in the Region in the 
1990s?” by Dr. Mamduh Salamefa at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation at 
<k00 p.m. 

FOOD BAZAAR 

it Food bazaar (Including cakes, maRoot, 
pickles, tabaneb and zaatar, lemonade, 
and orangeade, and others) at Al AMiyyah 
School, Jabal Amman on Sunday (11:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m.). 


if Exhibition of pastel, watercolour, oil 
paintings and photography by Jordanian 
artist Maral Mahredjian at the Watani 
Sporting Club, Amman. 

<r Photographic exhibition entitled “To Be or 
Not to Be — Industry Destroys Nature” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of abstract art by Mohammad 
Labadi at AHa Art Gallery. 

■fr Exhibition of Children’s works (from Haya 
Centre drawing and painting classes) at 
Goethe Institute. 

i Exhibition of works by Iraqi artist Fakhlr 
Mohammad at the Ab’ad Art Gallery. 

■to Exhibition of the works of Lebanese artist 
Amin Al Basha at Darat Al Fun on. Also 
showing another exhibition entitled “Phase 
II-Doors and Windows” by Jordanian 
artist Ghada Dabdafeh and works by con- 
temporary Arab artists. 

<r Exhibition of works by Spanish artist Cova- 
donga Sarragua at Institute Cervantes (the 
Spanish Cultural Central. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Follow- 
ing are excerpts from 
speeches made by some de- 
puties while debating the 
policy statement of the gov- 
ernment of Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker. 

Taber Masri 
(Independent — Amman) 

Having read the govern- 
ment’s policy statement I 
found that it was not different 
from those submitted to Par- 
liament by successive govern- 
ments since 19S9. Indeed 
many of the programmes and 
plans are very similar or even 
identical in nature. All the 
previous government state- 
ments referred to combating 
corruption and bureaucracy 
and to carrying out public 
administration reforms, deal- 
ing with poverty and unem- 
ployment and building in- 
stitutions to ensure the rule 
of law. But where do we 
stand vis-a-vis these bright 
slogans? I hope thar the gov- 
ernment will succeed in deal- 
ing with these issues because 
the real test for the govern- 
ment is in implementing the 
big slogans. In his present 
government the prime minis- 
ter shoulders a heavy respon- 
sibility, but he has sufficient 
eligible members who can 
help put matters right and 
pave the ground for Jordan to 
enter the 21st century with 
confidence. The present gov- 
ernment is expected to con- 
front the requirements of the 
peace treaty and its chal- 
lenges. We can not deal with 
any crisis, especially in rela- 
tion to Arab states, neither 
will we ever have political or 
economic weight, except by 
building a modern state with 
new concepts and practices, 
and with the will to execute 
resolutions and decisions. We 
should not accept any gov- 
ernment that tends to fall 
back on traditional systems 
that aim at ensuring daily 
business only. I would like to 
tell the government that the 
feeling of injustice and poli- 
tical stability displayed by a 
large sector of the Jordanian 
public can only reflect nega- 
tively on the national eco- 
nomy and have a ruinous 
effect on the social structure. 
The past two years have wit- 
nessed a retreat in the gov- 
ernment’s commitment to 
basic public freedoms and the 


other requirements for demo- 
cratic transformation in Jor- 
dan. The most important 
manifestation of this retreat 
is the encroachment on 
citizens’ rights to free ex- 
pression which was done 
through the official and 
media practices that have 
presented opposite views as 
ones stemming from enmity. 
These governments have con- 
sidered praise and support 
for the official policies of the 
state as the only criteria of 
demonstrating patriotism. 
These governments should 
have considered the opposi- 
tion a healthy phenomenon 
for the benefit of the country 
and a basic component of the 
democratic process. The new 
government is called on to 
adhere to its policy statement 
which spoke of respect of 
basic freedoms giving the 
Jordanian citizens the right to 
explicitly voice their ideas, 
and to open the official media 
to the opposition's views. 
This commitment should be 
regarded as the criteria by 
which the government can be 
judged as truly committed to 
democratic transformation. 

In the peace era Jordan 
will be facing the most 
dangerous stage as yet and 
requires and must have a 
clear vision. Courage display- 
ed in peace making is not 
enough, and might be leading 
towards suicide' unless back- 
ed by policies that benefit 
from past lessons and unless 
measures are taken towards 
ensuring the biggest possible 
gains from the 'peace treaty. 
This government is called on 
to be clearly committed to- 
wards containing the negative 
aspects of the peace treaty. It 
is called on for instance to 
refrain from displaying exces- 
sive and naive optimism over 
the normalisation process. 
Being the inheritor of the 
Great Arab Revolt, Jordan 
should rely on “the Arab 
dimension” which should be 
regarded as the backbone of 
the Jordanian official and 
public policies. Jordan’s 
Arab and Islamic identity 
should rise above all the 
treaties and should remain as 
the strongest commitment of 
all others. The phenomenon 
of regionalism which has 
started to take root in Jor- 
dan's society’ contradicts with 

the principles of the Great 


Arab Revolt. Palestine will 
continue to be the pulse of 
Jordan. Since the very begin- 
ning, Palestine has served as 
a trust in the heart and con- 
science of the Jordanian peo- 
ple. The Palestinians are de- 
manding a strong and inde- 
pendent Jordan, and the 
Jordanians are demanding 
that the Palestinians live free- 
ly in their independent state. 
There are Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin, and there 
are Palestinians of Jordanian 
origin. There is no contradic- 
tion in this matter. This gov- 
ernment is called on to 
emphasise and underline the 
points in common for Jordan 
and Palestine since we be- 
lieve that the Jordanian- 
Palestiniai* relationship is of 
a unique nature and should 
give the people freedom to 
choose their future life. 
However, it is impossible to 
separate between the two and 
end the ties chat bind them 
together. Jordan's private 
sector's ability to deal with 
the Israeli economic and 
technological might does not 
depend only on security as 
some people believe, but 
rather on psychological sta- 
bility for the citizens as well 
as stable economic legislation 
with minimum interference 
on the part of the state. The 
country needs to have the 
ability to transform its eco- 
nomy from a domestic eco- 
nomy into a regional eco- 
nomy, relying on personal 
initiatives. And it needs to 
eliminate corruption, 
favouritism and dereliction 
and achieve a genuine ba- 
lance between the rights of 
the consumers and the rights 
of the investors. We expect 
from the present government 
to rebuild the middle class 
and widen its base. This can 
help solve the poverty and 
unemployment issues and en- 
sure social' security which is 
affected by these two issues. 
Do not be misled by the 
manifestations of wealth 
around you,- these reflect an 
ill-distribution of wealth 
rather than a reflection of the 
real power of the economy. 
The election law is basic in 
any democratic parliamen- 
tary system, and I demand 
that the government work 
out a new, modem election 
taw, facilitating the process of 
elections. We need a new law 


that relies on new criteria and 
aimed 3t consecrating and 
promoting the democratic 
process and equality and 
national unity. 

Mohammad Daoudieh 
( I ndependent-T afileh ) 

I believe that the present 
government could have se- 
cured parliament's confi- 
dence even without including 
members of parliament in it. 
The government of Abdul 
Salam Majali won a vote of 
confidence without having a 
single deputy because, 
according to the Constitu- 
tion, an absolute majority of 
41 votes is enough for confi- 
dence. However I believe 
that Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker has chosen 
deputies in his government 
on the basis of efficiency and 
trust in the legislative author- 
ity and a show of good faith 
in the relationship between 
the legislative and executive 
authorities. In observing the 
reactions to the present gov- 
ernment set-up, I found that 
part of the cabinet came ab- 
out as a result of an objective 
choice, but regrettably the 
other pan came as a result of 
pressure. We as deputies 
should take a clear-cut stand 
with regard to this issue, lesr 
the phenomenon spreads. 
We should underline the im- 
po nance of participation and 
sharing in shouldering the re- 
sponsibility. A parliament 
acting with integrity and fair- 
ness is a sacred trust in our 
hands and we should ensure 
the protection of the tradi- 
tions of the House. I raise my 
hat in respect to the Islamic 
Action Front deputies who 
will withhold confidence in 
the government for objective 
reasons of their own. 1 also 

S et other deputies who will 
ow suit because they are 
not doing this for personal 
reasons or blackmail. It 
would have been more be- 
neficial for the Kingdom and 
its national unity to see LAF 
and leftist members taking 
part in the government as 
ministers. I believe that the 
national democratic opposi- 
tion is keen on participating 
in shouldering the responsi- 
bility and in cementing the 
national front and ensuring 
the country's stability. Speak- 
ing from my own bitter ex- 


perience I refuse to see a 
situation in which suspicion is 
thriving, nor a situation in 
which some try to present the 
opposition to the government 
as an opposition to the reg- 
ime and the throne. A parlia- 
ment without opposition is a 
corpse. Lack of opposition 
could lead to hypocrisy and 
political opportunism, which 
entails grave damage to pub- 
lic interests. Alienating par- 
liamentary and political 
opposition is pre-meditated 
murder of the idea of reform 
and a drive towards rebel- 
lion. We admit that the gov- 
ernment’s task is of para- 
mount importance and we do 
not accept a situation in 
which we see the government 
failing in its duty. Peace is an 
aspired goal fcf all peoples. 
But peace that does not end 
criminal occupation of the 
West Bank, Southern Leba- 
non and the Syrian Heights is 
not a real peace. There can 
be no peace under the sword 
and in an atmosphere of mur- 
ders and arrests. 

Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 
(Independent, Madaba) 

The way 1 see it, the pre- 
sent parliament is facing a 
difficult situation since its 
performance falls far below 
expectations. We are a leg- 
islative authority whose mis- 
sion is to enact laws and 
monitor government per- 
formance and participate in 
the establishment of a stare 
ruled by law and institutions. 
But unfortunately each depu- 
ty seems to be concerned 
with providing more services 
and more gains for his or her 
district. Since we represent 
the whole nation, our objec- 
tive should be to serve all 
regions and all citizens and 
seek to give more attention to 
less developed areas. We are 
faced with the question of 
pressure being exerted on us 
by the public concerning 
appointments to government 
posts. These pressures com- 
ing from our own districts 
continue to embarrass us, as 
they mean our begging the 
concerned ministers to give 
work to people in different 
fields, even as night guards, 
drivers or messengers. These 
pressures have caused the de- 
puties humiliation in from of 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Ecuador declares emergency 
over border clashes with Peru 









QUITO (AFP) — Ecuadoran 
President Sixto Duran BaJIen 
declared a national state of 
emergency and military 
mobilisation after a series of 
dashes with Peru along a 
long-disputed stretch of 
Amazon border. 

In a nationwide broadcast 
late Friday, Mr. Duran BaJ- 
ien accused Peru of attacking 
Ecuadoran border outposts 
and said fighting had been 
taking place “all day'’ in the 
region. 

“In accordance with my 
responsabilities towards the 
country and the people of 
Ecuador and in line with 
Ecuador's unswerving com- 
mitment to peace, I was 
forced to declare a national 
state of emergency and mobi- 
lisation in a decree that was 
signed today by the govern- 
ment/* Mr. Duran BaJIen 
said. 

At the same time Peruvian 
President Alberto Fujimori 
flew to the town of Tumbes. 
about 50 kilometres from the 
border, where Peruvian 
forces have set up their com- 
mand post, officials in Lima 
said. 

They said Fujimori discus- 
sed the situation with senior, 
military commanders there. 
There were no further de- 
tails. 

Peru and Ecuador have 


disputed the oil and mineral 


rich region along their border 
for more than 50 vears, with 


the last major outbreak of 
fighting occurring in 1981. 

The latest troubles began 
with Peruvian reports that an 
Ecuadora helicopter attacked 
a border post inside Peru late 
Thursday, and Ecuadoran 
charges that Peruvian troops 
attacked forces inside its 

territory the same day. 

Ecuadoran officials said 
one soldier had been hurt 
when Peruvian forces attack- 
ed an Ecuadoran border post 
early Friday. 

There bad already been 
two incidents in the region 
earlier this month. 

Mr. Duran Ballen, who 
appeared on television ‘flank- 
ed by parliamentary speaker 
Heinz Moeller and Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Miguel 
Macias, accused Mr. Fu- 
jimori of ordering the 
Ecuadoran army to “be re- 
moved from Ecuadoran terri- 
tory.'' 

And be warned that if 
Peru’s forces continued, it 
would provoke a “large-scale 
confrontation” between the 
two Andean nations. 

He said that Peruvian 
attacks had occurred in the 
regions of Cueva De Las 
Tallos and that the military 
detachments of Teniente 


Ortiz and Eba had been 
fighting "ail day.” 

“Our armed forces have 
stood firm in accomplishing 
their sacred mission and have 
earneo the faith and the 
affection of the entire peo- 
ple,” he said. 

There was no immediate 
official reaction in Lima to 
the emergency declaration. 

But former U.N. Secretary 

General Javier Perez De 
Cuellar, who is running for 
the Peruvian presidency, ac- 
cused Ecuador of aggression 
and called on the government 
to lake firm action against its 
northern neighbour. 

Peru and Ecuador both 
rushed reinforcements to the 
border area and the violence 
prompted international 
efforts to begin a dialogue on 
the dispute. 

In Lima, the Peruvian 
High Command earlier de- 
nounced Ecuador's “aggres- 
sion'* and said its forces had 
been ordered to refrain from 
crossing the border or taking 
actions that would escalate 
tensions. 

A military source in Peru 
said hundreds of troops were 
flown to Tumbes on civilian 
and military aircraft Friday. 

General Jose Villamil, 
Ecuador's army chief of staff, 
said reinforcements had been 
sent to the border area 


The area where the fight- 
ing flared is a stretch of bor- 
der along the Condor Moun- 
tain range that was the object 
of a 1942 agreement reached 
in Rio De Janeiro, under 
pressure from the United 
States, following a 1941 Peru- 
vian invasion of the region! 

The 1942 Rio protocol 
gave international recogni- 
tion to some territories ac- 
quired by Peru during its 
invasion of Ecuador in 1941. 

Quito rejected the pro- 
tocol, which cost it 200,000 
square kilometres (77.225 
square miles) of land, in 
i960. The losses included a 
Pacific coastal province, an 
area in the mountains includ- 
ing the town of Jaen, and a 
large area in the Amazon River 
basin. 







Two firemen look ora- a dam wall which was erected to keep off waters of the Rhine River in 
Cologne (AFP photo) 


Floods create havoc in Europe 



Ecuadoran maps still show 
the disputed areas as part of 
the national territory. 

The four guarantors of the 
accord — the United States, 
Brazil. Argentina and Chile 
— issued a statement from 
Brasilia late Friday calling on 
both governments to resolve 
their differences peacefully. 

The head of the Organisa- 
tion of American States, 
Cesar Gaviria. also appealed 
to the two sides to reopen a 
dialogue and said he would 
travel to the region this 
weekend to try to mediate a 
solution. 


Peruvian troops and equipment are trans- were reported in the last 24 hours with do 
ported to Tumbes, Peru, near the border with victims. Ecuadoran President Sixto Duran 
Ecuador to reinforce troops in the area after Ballen declared a state, of .emergency .(AFP 
clashes with the Ecuadoran army. Two clashes photo) 


The United States express- 
ed “deep concern" Friday 
over the flare up of tensions 
along the border between 
Peru and Ecuador, and urged 
both sides to resolve the dis- 
pute through negotiations. 

“We understand that iso- 
lated fighting has (taken) 
place.” State Department 
spokeswoman Christine Shel- 
ly said. 

“The developments are of 
deep concern to us and we 
believe to others in the 
hemisphere.... We call on 
both sides to put an immedi- 
ate end to the localised 
fiareups and to initiate a dia- 
logue to resolve their differ- 
ences." 

The United States, as one 
of the guarantors of a pro- 
tocol signed between the two 
countries on the disputed 
land, has renewed its-offer of 
mediation.” Ms. Shelly said. 


PARIS (AFP) — Some of the 
largest cities in northwest 
Earope were damaged by 
flood waters Saturday as tor- 
rential rain swelled rising riv- 
ers already bursting their 
banks after a week of bad 
weather. 

I Large parts of western 
Germany, northern and west- 
ern France, Belgium and 
Holland were under water. 

In Germany the Rhine 
flooded parts of the old town 
of Cologne, forcing people to 
use rivercraft for transport in 
parts of Bonn, and immobil- 
ised more than 100 boats in 
Dusseldorf and Neuss. 

As floods continued to 
cause havoc in northern and 
western France, in Paris the 
level of the Seine, which has 
already flooded quayside 
roads and stopped boat traf- 
fic on the river, reached 4.5 
metres (almost 15 feet). 

A man was found drowned 
Friday at Caen, western 
France, in his flooded cara- 
van, bringing the French bad 
weather toll to 12 killed. 

European weather forecas- 
ters predicted more heavy 
rain would hit some of the 
worst affected areas over the 
weekend and would last until 
foe middle of next week. 

In Cologne more than 400 
people, watched by crowds of 
onlookers, battled in vain to 
stop the floodwaters 
breaching temporary de- 


fences protecting the historic 
heart of foe city, which was 
dosed to all but river traffic 
by the police. 

They could not, however, 
stop hundreds of people com- 


ing to watch foe spectacle. 
The crowds, lambasted by 


The crowds, lambasted by 
the popular press Saturday 
morning for impeding de- 


sperate attempts to set up 
flood barriers, watched as the 
rescue services worked in 


The towns of Borgharen 
and Itteren were cut off by 
the river and foe only means 


pouring ram. 

The number of people 
directly affected by the floods 
in foe city of 958,000 inhabi- 
tants was estimated at be- 
tween 15,000 and 20,000. 

By Saturday morning the 
Rhine had risen to 10.2 
metres (33.6 feet), only 
slightly below foe 100-year 
record set during the floods 
of Christmas 1993 that caused 
extensive damage in the city. 

In several other parts of 
Germany roads were cut off. 
The chaos has already led 
one senior politician, 
Joachim Hoerster, of the rul- 
ing CDU/CSU coalition, to 
criticise foe federal authorities 
for failing to do more to stop 
the flooding. 

Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel announced that finan- 
cial help would be given to 
the flood victims, although he 
did not promise direct aid to 
those affected. 

In the Netherlands, the 
Maas River rose steadily. 


of transport was by boat. 
Downstream, the villages of 
Susteren and Stein were 
evacuated. 

In Roermond and Venk), 
teams of soldiers, firemen 
and volunteers filled sand- 
bags to strengthen improved 
dykes along the Maas. 

In Belgium the southeast 
Ardennes region faced major 
flooding with forecasters pre- 
dicting more rain. 


A bridge over the Meuse at 
Maaseik, near foe Dutch bor- 
der, was dosed to traffic 
Saturday dne to flooding and 
the situation was critical in 
several towns, including 
Din ant where 100 elderly 
people had to be evacuated 
from their homes. 

Firemen worked furiously 
in that town to bring drinking 
water to residents and help 
them drain water rising 
dangerously in basements. 

Trains were still working in 
the area but most were de- 
layed. 


Survivors, soldiers mark Auschwitz liberation 


Vietnam, U.S. open liaison offices! Deng 


HANOI (AFP) — Vietnam 
and the United States Satur- 
day opened liaison offices in 
each other’s capitals in their 
first step towards diplomatic 
relations in 41 years. 

U.S. and Vietnamese offi- 
. signed two key accords — 
on the exchange of diploma- 
tic properties and the settle- 
ment of financial claims — 
which they said made the 
opening of the offices effec- 
tive immediately. 


“This is another step (in 
relations). The signing repre- 
sents the establishment of the 
liaison offices." James Hall, 
the new chief of the U.S. 
liaison office, in Hanoi, said. 

The Americans have not 
fully moved into their new 
premises here, although the 
office could become oper- 
ational later Saturday, offi- 
cials said. 

They added, however, that 
there were no plans for a 


ceremony or flag raising until 
the office started business in 
earnest on Feb. 3. after the 
Lunar New Year festivities 
here. 


expresses 


support 


The long-delayed opening 
of the offices marks the first 
government ties in 41 years 
since the United States shut 
its Hanoi consulate after the 
Communist government took 
control of northern Vietnam 
in 1954. 


for Jiang 


Simpson proclaims innocence in book 


LOS ANGELES (R) — O.J. 
Simpson proclaimed his inno- 
cence in a book 3nd audio 
tape that went on sale Friday, 
saying he would have jumped 
in front of a bullet for his 
former wife Nicole, whom he 
is accused of murdering. 

“I ‘.vam to state unequivo- 
cally that I did not commit 
these horrible crimes. I loved 
Nicole. I could never do such 
a thing.” Simpson says at the 
beginning of the book I Want 
To Tell You. 

“How could anybody say I 
could kill this woman? How 
can anybody say that? Don’t 
they understand that I’d 
jump in front of a bullet for 
Nicole? That I'd jump in 
front of a train to protect my 
family, to protect any mem- 
ber of Nicole's family? 

“Trust me, I never would 
have taken Nicole from our 
two little children.* I would 
have taken myself out of their 
lives, not Nicole out of their 
lives,” he adds. 

The book is being pub- 
lished by Little. Brown and 
Co and sells for about $18. 

Simpson has pleaded not 
guilty to charges that he kil- 
led Nicole Brown Simpson 
and her friend Ron Goldman 
on the night of June 12 out- 
side her home in Los 
Angeles. 

In the book Simpson says 
he believes the culprit will 
eventually be caught. “I have 
no doubt in my mind. It 
might be five years from now. . 
it might be 10 years from 
now. T nave no doubt.” 

The book, packed with col- 
our photographs of the Simp- 
sons and their children. Syd- 
ney and Justin, ends on a 
poignant note. 

“'On Nov. 21. 1994. I told 
Sydney and Justin that I was 
in jail and had been arrested 
for the death of their mother. 
They told me they already 
knew. Some of their friends 
had told them. They said they 
knew I was going to help find 
the people who killed their 


mommy,” Simpson says. 

Simpson, who gained fame 
as a sportscaster. movie actor 
and TV pitchman, had harsh 
words for Faye Resnick, the 
author of a controversial 
book. Nicole Brown Simp- 
son: Diary Of A Life Inter- 
rupted. 

He described Ms. Resnick 
as a peripheral friend of 
Nicole. 

“I know in my heart that 
the answer to the death of 
• Nicole and Mr. Goldman lies 
somewhere in the world that 
Faye Resnick inhabited." 
said Simpson. 

One of Simpson's iaywers 
asserted in court this week 
that Resnick was a cocaine 
user whom Nicole Simpson 
had helped seek treatment. 

Simpson's trial on charges 
of killing his former wife, 
who was 35 years old. and 
Goldman. 25. was temporari- 
ly on hold Friday as Judge 
Lance Ito pondered 
punishing defence lawyers for 
what the prosecution decried 
as “ambush” tactics. 

The prosecutors are en- 
raged that Simpson's defen- 
ders are making references to 
witnesses they did not know 
about. 

Meanwhile, prosecutor 
William Hodgman. who was 
taken to a hospital with se- 
vere chest pains Wednesday 
night, was resting comfort- 
ably and was expected to be 
released over the weekend. 

His wife. Janice, told re- 
porters she expected her hus- 
band to be back in court 
Monday. 

Mr. Simpson, who has re- 
portedly received a SI million 
advance for the book, co- 
authored by writer Lawrence 
Schiller, ponders in it what 
was going through his former 
wife's mind as she was being 
attacked in front of her home 
on foe night of June 12. 

“I wonder what Nicole was 
thinking at the end. I think 
now about what must have 
been going through her head 


when she realised what was 
about to happen to her." 

The book 3nd the audio 
tape were the result of many 
hours of interviews with 
Simpson by Mr. Schiller at 
the Men's Central jail in Los 
Angeles, Simpson's home 
since his June 17 arrest. 

The book and the 90- 
minme tape were produced 
in response to some 300.G0U 
pieces of mail received by 
Simpson in Jail. 

The book contains both 
letters of support and letters 
of derision. . 

In one usigned letter from 
California, addressed to "you 
scumbag and coward.” the 
writer tells Simpson he 
should have shot himself in 
the white Bronco that his 
friend A1 (A.C.) Cowlings 
drove on the now- famous 
slow-speed police chase seen 
on television around the 
world. 

His lawyers have since in- 
sisted th3t his real intent was 
not to flee, but to visit his 
ex-wife's grave, where he 
planned to commit suicide 
and that his best friend. Ai 
(A.C.) Cowlings, who was 
driving the white Ford Bron- 
co. saved his life. 

Simpson say-, of the bizarre 
event: "If it hadn't been for 
that Friday in June, that ride 
in my friend A.C.'s Bronco. I 
think many people would not 
have witnessed the desperate 
place 1 was in." 

He credits Cowlings with 
bringing “my almost lifeless 
body back in his Bronco. I 
would never have survived 
that Friday if it had not been 
for him.”' 

In reply to a question from 
a writer in Boston about 
whether he also cries in pris- 
on for Goldman. Simpson 
says: “I feel badly for Mr. 
Goldman's family. I feei his 
family's hurt and pain but 1 
had nothing to do with his 
death. To me he is like the 
unknown soldier. 


BEIJING (Agencies) — 
Senior Chinese leaders, in- 
cluding President Jiang 
Zemin and Prime Minister Li 
Peng, recently met with Deng 
Xiaoping, the official Xinhua 
News Agency said Saturday. 

China’s ailing 90-year-old 
paramount leader reportedly 
praised the country's lead- 
ership. expressing “happiness 
over the great achievements 
made by the people of the 
whole country under foe 
leadership of the Party Cen- 
tral Committee with* Jiang 
Zemin at the core in the 
course of reform and 
opening-up...” Xinhua said. 

Mr. Jiang and other lead- 
ers “extended cordial festival 
greetings to Deng” prior to 
foe Chinese New Year, which 
falls on Jan. 3i. 

Mr. Deng’s youngest 
daughter Deng Rong said in a 
recent interview with foe 
New York Times that her 
father's health was declining 
dav fcv dav. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — In 
a somber ceremony, survi- 
vors of the Auschwitz con- 
centration camp marked foe 
50th anniversary Friday of 
foe liberation of foe camp 
alongside members of foe 
Soviet army who liberated 
them. 

Emma Grossman. 69, 
sighed heavily as she turned 
away from a vivid film clip of 
rows of mutilated children's 
corpses. "That could have 
been me." she said. 

Grossman was among foe 
5.200 survivors of foe camp 
freed when shocked Soviet 
soldiers opened the Au- 
schwitz gates on Jan. 27, 1945 
in foe Polish town called 
Oswiecim. 

Hundreds gathered in a 
centra] Moscow threatre to 
commemmorate the 
anniversary, including camp 
survivors, relatives of camp 
victims and Soviet soldiers. 

Nearby. Meyer Sholkover. 
77. recalled the liberation 
from the other side. 

“I couldn't imagine what 
these people had been 
through." said Sholkover. a 
Ukrainian Jew who served in 
the Soviet army and partici- 


pated in the Auschwitz li- 
beration- “The ruin of foe 


beration- “The ruin of foe 
human body and spirit is such 
a terrible thing. I will never 
forget that sight." 

Sholkover’s parents had 


been killed earlier in World 
War n by Nazis in Ukraine. 

Dictator Josef Stalin and 
his inner circle in Moscow 
were aware there was a huge 
Nazi concentration camp 
where Jews were being 
slaughtered in foe town the 
Germans called Auschwitz. 
But they didn’t tell the Soviet 
generals. 

The Soviet soldiers were 
stunned to discover not a 
quiet Polish town but 
thousands of starving and tor- 
tured prisoners, some barely 
able to move. 

Organised by foe Moscow 
Holocaust Centre, Friday’s 
ceremony included an exhibit 
of recently uncovered photos 
and explicit film footage of 
foe camp following the li- 
beration. 

Ms. Goldman said she 
couldn’t watch the shots of 
mass graves and huge piles of 
human hair, even 50 years 
later. 

Dya Altman, director of 
the Holocaust Centre, said 
“we will always carry tins 
pain with us.” 

Soviet prisoners of war also 
were in Auschwitz and they 
were considered traitors for 
being captured. 

Those who Friday 
mourned foe 1.5 million dead 
of Auschwitz remembered 
among them the tens of 
thousands of non-Jews, main- 


ly gypsies and Roman Catho- 
lic Poles, who were murdered 
there. 

The Auschwitz death camp 
was the key link in Nazi 
Germany’s determination to 
wipe out European Jewry 
and about 90 per cent of 
those killed at the Ausdiwitz- 
Birkenau complex were Jews 
brought there by cattle trains 
from throughout Nazi- 
occupied Europe. ' 


But the dead also included 
at least 70,000 non-Jewish 
Poles, including many Catho- 
lic priests subjected to horri- 
fic torture, and about 20,000 
gypsies also viewed by Hit- 
lers Germany as an inferior 
people. 

Members of other religious 
groups, including Protestants 
and Jehovah's Witnesses, 
were victimised as were peo- 
ple regarded as social misfits, 
such as homosexuals. 


Nearly 20,000 Soviet pris- 
oners of war also died in 
Auschwitz, more than half of 
them through starvation. 

Polish authorities staged 
ceremonies marking the 50th 
anniversary of the camp’s li- 
beration by Soviet troops as 
an “ecumenical” rather than 
predominantly Jewish event. 

That generated protests 
from Jewish activists who ac- 
cused the government of in- 
sensitivity 


Perry denounces Republican defence provisions 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry denounced as "disturb- 
ing" and “dangerous” the 
Republican Contract with 
America plans for foe na- 
tion's defence. 

Suggesting at one point 
that lawmakers should de- 
mand his resignation if they 
deem him to be doing a poor 
job. Mr. Perry said the Re- 
publican programme mis- 
states foe condition of the 
U.S. military, establishes an 
unneeded review commis- 
sion. and threatens to devas- 
tate vital military accounts bv 


courageous. 


wasting money on an un- 
needed missile defence sys- 
tem. 

The “contract" was drawn 
up by Republican candidates 
for the House as a campaign 
pledge prior to their sweep- 
ing. victories last November. 
Now. it’s become a series of 
working goals for the 
Republican-controlled Con- 
gress. 

The comments came as Re- 
publicans moved quickly on 
several fronts to put their 
stamp of disapproval on Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton's military 
policies, covering everything 


from spending to the place- 
ment of U.S. troops under 
foreign commanders. 

Appearing before the 
House National Security- 
Committee. Mr. Perry said 
language in the contract 
alleging that the military is 
slipping into a "hollow force" 
status of the late 1970s is 
irresponsible. 

“I find it disturbing on 
several counts," Mr. Perry 
said. “It is not only wrong but 
I think a dangerous statement 
that misleads the American 
people and it may confuse 
potential aggressors." 

Mr. Perry labeled “deeply 
disturbing" a proposal in the 
contract :o establish a special 
commission, composed most- 
ly of Republicans, who would 
review- the nation's long-term 
defence needs. 

“I feel strongly that the 
proposed commission usurps 
the responsibilities of the 
secretary of defence.” Mr. 
Perry said. Establishing such 
a commission, he "said, 
amounts to a vote of no 
confidence both in his ability 
and that of the National 
Security Committee to fulfill 
their responsibilities. 


“If you find that I’m incap- 
able or unwilling to meet 
those responsibilities, you 
should ask me to step down 
as secretary of defence." Mr. 
Perry said! 

Republicans on the com- 
mittee at times sought to 
downplay the impact of the 
defence related contract pro- 
visions. 

Rep. Floyd Spence, foe 
committee chairman, said the 
provision in the contract 
opposing foreign command 
of U.S. forces is less rigid 
than it appears. 

"This provision does not, I 
repeat, does not prohibit any 
U.S. president from placing 
U.S. forces under foe com- 
mand of the United Na- 
tions." Mr. Spence said. "It 
simply requires a president to 
certify to the American pub- 
lic that it is in our country's 
interest.” 

And Mr. Spence said that a 
contract provision supporting 
a Star Wars-type missile de- 
fence system could come “la- 
ter rather than sooner” if 
Congress identifies higher de- 
fence spending priorities. 

Gen. John Shaiikashvilj. 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 


of Staff, told the committee 
that when vital U.S. interests 
are at stake or when foe 
United States provides the 
bulk of a multinational force, 
a U.S. officer would have 
overall command. 

But Gen. Shalikashviii 
added, “the president must 
retain the flexibility to place 
our units under the control of 
a competent foreign military 
commander." 

The House International 
Relations Committee, mean- 
while, was preparing its por- 
tion of the contract for floor 
action. The committee, 
which was also considering 
the issue of foreign command 
of U.S. troops, accepted an 
amendment proposed by 
Rep. Lee Hamilton, the 
ranking Democrat on the 
panel, stating that the bill 
does not “derogate or limit” 
the president's authority as 
commander-in-chief. 

And foe House Appropria- 
tions Defence Subcommittee 
went to work on its own 
version of a S2.6 billion 
emergency defence bill to 
make up for money spent in 
overseas missions in Haiti, 
the Gulf and elsewhere. 


Phone bill shocks 

Swedish woman 


OESTERSUND , Sweden 
(AFP) — A Swedish woman 
was disappointed to find only 
her phone bill in foe m an 
recently, but disappointment 
turned to honor when die 
saw she had been charged 
15.8 minion kronor ($ 2.1 mg. 
Son). According to a quarter- 


ly bill sent to Galina Lamti of 
Oestersund, a small town in 


northern Sweden, she had 
made calls worth 125 million 
kronor ($1.66 million), and 
had been charged 3.1 millioa 
kronor ($ 413 , 300 ) in value- 
added tax. To have accumu- 
lated soda charges, Ms. Laro- 
ti would have had -to talk 
non-stop for onc-and-a-half 
years to a distant country Bke 
Brazil. The Swedish tele- 
phone company, Telia, has 
apologised to Ms. Lamti for 
foe error. 


flooding village after village 
in the southeast of foe coun- 
try. Authorities in Maastricht 
evacuated an underground 
car park of the provincial 
government b uilding where 
foe European Union treaty 
was signed because of ex- 
pected flooding. 


Cellular phone 
saves man 
trapped in lift 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— An international call on a 
cellular telephone helped 
save a chronically claus- 
trophobic man trapped in a 
lift m Johannesburg, the Dai- 
ly Star newspaper reported 
Friday. When foe lift shud- 
dered to a halt prematurely, 
the unnamed 24-year-old 
man pressed the alarm but no 
help arrived, foe report said. 
Fortunate enough to be car- 
rying a cellular telephone, he 
called the only number be 
could remember in his panic- 
stricken state — - his mother’s 
in Franristown, in neighbour- 
ing Botswana. His mother, 
identified only as Patricia, 
called the Star and asked for 
help. The Johannesburg Rre 
Department was alerted and 
freed the trapped man. His 
ordeal lasted several hours, 
but had he not had a tele- 
phone it could have been 
days — foe building is closed 
until Feb. 1. Patricia said her 
son was so chronically claus- 
trophobic that he could not 
stay indoors for any length of 
time and had been a “com- 
plete wreck” after his ordeaL 


Taiwan seizes 
smuggled ivory 
carvings 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan cus- 
toms officers have sdzed 
'£.'043 kilograms of ivory 
carvings smu ggled into foe 
island from South Africa, loc- 
al newspapers reported 
Saturday. The officials who 
found the carvings Friday 
said foe bundle was smuggled 
into foe southern port erty of 
Kaohsiung from Johannes- 
burg via Singapore some 15 
days ago, but nobody had 
claimed it so far, two local 
evening newspapers said: 
Taiwan banned foe import of 
Ivory in 1989 but private en- 
vironmental groups say the 
illicit trade continues. 


Help wanted: 
Slithering vipers 


COLOMBO (R) — A Sri 
I -ankan hospital has wniHg a 
public call for 20 slithering 
vipers for an experiment Dr. 
Ariyarani Ariyaratnam of the 
General Hospital in Colombo 
has asked foe public to pro- 
vide 20 vipers so she can 
conduct experiments for a 
new antidote for victims of 
poisonous snake bites. Tbe 
island newspaper reported 
Friday that she said 'foe pre- 
sent drug from India was not 
suited to treat victims' in Sri 
Lanka, which has a high 
death rate from snake bites. 
The newspaper said there 
were eight deaths from snake 
bites per 100,000 people in 
Sri Lanka. Dr. Anyaratnam 
said Colombo ana Oxford 
Universities were jointly 
trying to find a new drug to 
treat snake-bite victims. 


Daisy loses tusks 
to Ivory thieves 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Ivory thieves with hacksaws 
cat the tusks off a taste 
elephant in a South African 
game park, state radio said 
Wednesday. It said the 13- 
year-old elephant, Daisy, had 
suffered no ill effects from 
the theft. The thieves cut 
about 25 cm (10 indies) from 
each tusk without hitting foe 
nerve. 


Britons biggest 
bra buyers 
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PARIS (AFP) — British 
women are Europe’s biggest 
bra buyers while German 
men buy the most under- 
pants, according to figures 
published Friday by tbe In- 
ternational Lingerie Show 
opening here Saturday- Ger- ‘ 
mans and Britons also boy 
foe most knickers, with 139 
million and 135 million pairs 
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4 more bodies dug up from Japan quake ruins 


TOKYO (AFP) — Four 
bodies were dag up Saturday 
in a massive last-ditch search 
through the rubble of the 
Kobe earthquake while the 
plight of nearly 280,000 re- 
fugees threatened to reach a 
point of hysteria. 

Some 15.000 police and 
troops combed through rows 
of bouses, reduced to ruins 
by quakes and fires, in their 
first joint operation as after- 
shock s continued to rock the 
port with a force of up to 
three on the Richter Scale. 

With a Siberian cold front 
moving in over the weekend, 
there was a sense of urgency 
among some of the homeless 
at 1,100 schools, parks and 
other shelters. 

“Although the Japanese 
are known for their disci- 
pline, our nerves have been 
racked by stress almost 
beyond control Kunihiko 
Hasegawa said by telephone 
from Nagata, a working class 
district in the west of the city 
centre. 

"Everybody in Nagata 
faces food problems," said 
the 52-year-old private school 
teacher. He said his house 
withstood the quake 11 days 
ago and fire but be was 
speaking on behalf of 1,500 
refugees at a local elementary 
school. 

“The city of Kobe sends in 
relief goods once a day, in- 
cluding just a rice ball for 
each one,” Mr. Hasegawa 
said. “We have to go around 
by bicycle to buy foods at any 
store that has managed to 
reopen.” 

The death toll rose to 5,090 
with the number of missing 
people corrected to 17 as 
police located nine who had 
been unaccounted for. No 
survivors had been found 
since a week ago when three 
elderly were rescued more 
than 100 hours after the 
quake. 

The State Meteorological 
Agency said it bad recorded 
more than 1,250 aftershocks 
since the big one, which mea- 
sured 7.2. on the Richter 
Scale. A government panel 
on quake predictions said 
that an aftershock of to six 
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A couple walks past a collapsed house in Kobe earthquake which killed over 5,000 people 
city as residents recover from the massive (AFP photo) 


on the Richter Scale was 
possible. 

About 74,000 buildings 
and houses in Kobe have 
been destroyed or damaged, 
according to a regular bulle- 
tin from the National Police 
Agency. 

Police said earlier that 
another 2,800 buildings in.. 
Kobe and its vicinity were 
still in danger of collapsing 
while landslides were seen 
posable at 71 points. 

Almost one in five build- 
ings in central Kobe are 
beyond repair as a result of 
the quake, according to the 
city’s official statistics. The 
ratio was more than 10 times 
the figure from last year’s 
earthquake in Los Angeles. 

The cost of reconstruction 
was estimated at 7.73 trillion 
yen ($77 billion) by a private 
institute, DKB Research In- 
stitute Corp., while the 
Transport Ministry put dam- 
age to port facilities at no less 
than 500 billion yen. 

Meanwhile, a published re- 
port said that negligence in 
following proper construction 
requirements had been re- 
sponsible for bigger-than- 
expected damage to buildings 
and highways. 

Researchers at the 
Architectural Institute of 


Japan, an academic body, 
found that more than 200 of 
the collapsed buildings had 
been built inadequately, with 
some main frames of office 
buildings illegally welded, the 
newspaper Mainichi said. 

The world's longest sus- 
pension bridge, under con- 
struction between Kobe and 
nearby Awajishima Island, 
has been stretched by 1.1 
metres (3.6 feet), public 
works officials said. 

The crust of the earth be- 
neath the Akashi Kaikyo 
Bridge has shifted — 0.2 
metres (0.7 feet) to the east 
on the Kobe side and 0.3 
metres (one foot) to the west 
on the island side, said the 
officials. 

‘‘The foundation has 
shifted, but there is no prob- 
lem for the safety of the 
bridge,” one official said. 

The 10-year construction 
work on the 3,910-metre 
bridge started in 1988 at the 
cost of 480 billion yen ($4.8 
billion). 

Japan's Crown Prince 
Nantoito and Princess Masa- 
ko cut short their Middle 
East tour by two days and 
returned home Saturday due 
to their concerns about vic- 
tims of the massive earth- 


quake. 

The royal couple, who 
started the tour three day’s 
after the quake devastated 
Kobe and its vicinity, told 
Japanese reporters upon 
their departure from Amman 
that they felt “sorry about 
leaving Japan after the disas- 
ter.” 

“I express my sincere con- 
dolences for the quake- 
stricken people,” the 34- 
year-old prince was quoted 
by the Kyodo News Agency 
as saying. “I hope they will 
overcome their difficulties." 

The couple has visited 
Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates and Jordan since 
Friday last week on their 
second tour of the region. 
Japan relies heavily on oil 
supplies from the region. 

Since their marriage in 
June 1993. the couple has 
travelled through Saudi Ara- 
bia, Oman, "Qatar and 
Bahrain. 

Emperor Akihito and 
Empress Michiko were sche- 
duled to visit Kobe Tuesday 
to comfort quake victims. 

Meanwhile a team of U.S. 
disaster experts was to leave 
Washington Monday for 
Kobe, the White House said 
Friday. 


Grozny — a ghost city where everyone waits for death 


GROZNY, Russia (AFP) — 
Chechen fighters here will die 
rather than leave and the 
civilians will die because they 
cannot leave — die last peo- 
ple in Grozny, for different 
reasons, are a 21 waiting for 
death. 

In the only part of central 
Grozny still held by Chechen 
forces, stmmed and hungry 
dogs outnumber humans. 
And those who have lived 
through a month of street 
fighting have resigned them- 
selves to dying in the devas- 
tated place they call home. 

“Around the corner my 
neighbour was blown apart. 
That’s how I could die, it 
could happen to me at any 
moment,” said Nadia Vano- 
va, a 40-year-old ethnic Rus- 
sian woman whose fiat was 
just behind Mmatka, ground 
zero of round-tbe-ckxi Rus- 
sian artillery shelling. 

“Til stay to the mid. This is 
my house. Where would I go. 
I’ve got nowhere else,” she 
said, her sentences punctu- 
ated by tiie fierce crack of 
nearby explosions. 

Vanova said she did not 
even bother going into the 
bunker anymore, although 
her street has been shredded 
by sheUmg. “If I went there I 
would probably never come 
back up to my home. It’s the 
principle of it,” she said. 

Other civilians left in the 
ghostly streets of Chechen- 
hcId, southeastern Grozny, 
mostly Russians, are equally 
fatalistic. The is my house, 
this is where I live,” said 
Raisa Mikhailovna, 46, who 
was born in Grozny. People 
are now so used to war that 
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A mother waiting In a hospital in Naoan where her son is 
hospitiised for a broken leg, suffered during shelling of 
Grozny by Russian forces (AFP photo) 

they hardly flinch at the rattle civilians walked calmly on, 
of machmegtm fire, the odd obhvous to the fact that had 
crack of sniper rifles and the plane released its bombs 
thunder of shelling. they would have been killed 

A Sukhoi-27 bomber jet or maimed, 
swooped low overhead, drop- The Chechen soldiers, who 
pj pg anti-missile decoy flares, flitted through the centre, in 
but not bombing. and out of the rubble, have 

At that distance, not falling also made a pact with death, 
flat on the ground can be “We won’t leave. We have 
suicide, but several Grozny weapons that work in street 


fighting. We’re waiting for 
their ground troops," said a 
26-year-old volunteer who 
carried a World War II vin- 
tage bolt-action rifle and 
would not give his name. 

Another soldier, who also 
would not give his name, said 
the Russian artillery was 
slowly levelling street after 
street, but “even if they do 
that, we won’t leave.” 

Uman Edflbyeko, a 42- 
year-old frontline comman- 
der, said he felt no hatred for 
Russians and did not enjoy 
fighting — but for him death 
and killing has also become a 
fact of life. 

‘Tve been dose enough to 
see the Russian soldiers' 
boyish faces. I'm sorry to kill 
those 17 year olds, boys have 
done half a year of military 
service. But we are defending 
our homes,” he said. 

Russian ground forces 
stormed Grozny from the 
west, north and east on New 
Year’s Eve. Chechen forces 
say they “control” the south- 
east quarter, but in reality 
they are simply surviving in a 
death zone of high explosives 
and flying shrapnel. 

Smoke poured from black- 
ened buildings, broken and 
burning natural gas lines lit 
up deserted streets strewn 
with brides and glass. At one 
crossroads, a lorry lay 
stranded across the road, its 
back window shot out by a 
sniper. 

Roofs were caved in at 
house after house. Walls 
were pocked with bullet 
holes. Thin cats and many 
dogs roamed aimlessly along 
the icy pavements. 


Croatia’s U.N. decision forces 
NATO to review Bosnia pullout plan 


BRUSSELS. Belgium 
(Agencies) — Croatia’s deci- 
sion to ask United Nations 
peacekeepers to leave its 
tenitoiy has forced NATO to 
review urgently plans to pro- 
tect any U.N. withdrawal 
from Bosnia, officials said 
Friday. 

NATO is being forced to 
consider whether its forces 
also would be needed to sup- 
port a U.N, pullout from 
Croatia, said an allied offi- 
cial, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

Military planners are also 
looking at whether the 
alliance can still rely on Croa- 
tian roads and ports in the 
event of a U.N. retreat from 
Bosnia. 

On Friday, the Croatian 
parliament backed President 
Franjo Tudjman’s decision 
chat the peacekeepers should 
leave when their mandate 
ends in March. 

The United Nations has 
kept an uneasy truce between 
Croatian troops and rebel 
Serbs for three years. 

The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation has drawn up 
plans to deploy up to 45,000 
troops for the protection of 
U.N. peacekeepers if they 
are forced to leave Bosnia. 
The plans rely on using 
Croatia's land routes and sea 
ports. 

Officials at NATO head- 
quarters said they hoped Mr. 
Tudjman will cooperate dur- 
ing a withdrawal from Bos- 
nia, even if he carries out his 
threat to end the U.N. man- 
date in Croatia. 

NATO is trying, in the 

Split hits 
climax 
in India’s 
Congress 
Party 

NEW DELHI (R) — The 
i split within India’s ruling 
Congress Party is reaching a 
climax with Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao laying formal 
party charges against a lead- 
ing ‘dissident, newspapers 
said Saturday. 

The Disciplinary Action 
Committee (DAC) of the 
Congress Party late Friday 
served a formal 
“chargesheet” on former 
cabinet minister Arjun Singh, 
suspended by Mr. Rao from 
the party last Tuesday. 

Mr. Singh has been asked 
to reply to the chargesheet 
within four days, the news- 
papers quoted a Congress 
spokesman as saying. 

Congress Party General 
Secretary Janardhan Poojary 
declined to divulge details of 
the chargesheet. 

DAC Chairman Vijaya 
Bhaskar Reddy said the Con- 
gress Working Committee, 
the highest decision-making 
body of the party, need not 
ratify the decision taken by 
the DAC. 

“the decks seem to have 
been cleared for Singh's ex- 
pulsion from the Congress," 
the Asian Age newspaper 
said. 

The split within the party 
grew wider Thursday as Mr. 
Singh challenged Mr. Rao to 
call a special party meeting to 
discuss his complaints. 

Mr. Singh told reporters 
members of Congress's top 
forum should be allowed to 
debate the issues he had 
raised. 

“Every party man must be 
given an opportunity to have 
his say on different issues," 
Mr. Singh said. 

Mr. Singh quit the cabinet 
a month ago complaining Mr. 
Rao was ignoring minorities 
and being soft on corruption 
within the party. 

He has since become in- 
creasingly outspoken in his 
criticism of the government, 
providing a focus for dissent 
in the party and compound- 
ing Mr. Rao's problems. 

Mr. Singh said he was not ! 
prepared to back down on his ! 
stand on corruption. 

“Some people have swin- 
dled money in the scams... 
they should be punished,” he ; 
said. "Why should the entire 
party earn a bad name for 
this." 

Congress Party spokesman 
Madan Bhatia this week ac- 
cused the former human- 
resource development minis- 
ter of seizing on the party’s 
recent electoral reverses to 
“advance his long-brewing 
political ambitions.” 

Mr. Bhatia said Mr. Singh 
was hurting the party’s elec- 
toral prospects by creating 
disaffection in party renke 
and damaging the image of 
the Congress in the public 
mind. 


meantime, to reach agree- 
ment with the United Nations 
on who will pay for an even- 
tual evacuation. NATO 
sources said talks last week in 
New York failed to find a 
solution. 

NATO has yet to put a 
price tag on the operation, 
but allied nations want the 
United Nations to finance all 
or pan of the costs. 

The nations contributing 
the most troops to the 24,000- 
strong U.N. force in Bosnia 
say they do not want to pull 
them out. But they asked 
NATO to draw up plans to 
escort the lightly armed 
peacekeepers if conditions 
become too dangerous. 

Tbe United Nations Saturday re- 
ported a lower level > of shoot- 
ing in Sarajevo despite a re- 
port that international 
mediators bad suspended 
their peace mission because 
of ceasefire violations in the 
city. 

Mediators from the “con- 
tact group” on Bosnia said 
they had been unable to get 
Bosnia’s warring factions 
back round the negotiating 
table after the Serbs refused 
to drop their objections to 
tbe latest peace plan. 

Envoys of the five-nation 
group — Russia, the United 
States, Britain, Germany and 
France — decided to leave 
Bosnia, diplomats in 
Sarajevo said. 

Is Washington, State De- 
partment spokeswoman 
Christine Shelly said serious 
violations of the ceasefire in 
Sarajevo had caused the 
mediators to suspend their 


mission. 

But a United Nations milit- 
ary spokesman said tbe level 
of firing incidents m toe Serb- 
besieged city had fallen dra- 
matically since the ceasefire 
came into force on Jan. 1. 

Major Koos Sol confirmed 
that Serb and Muslim forces 
had clashed Thursday, the 
night before the mediators 
took their decision, and that 
at least one rifle grenade had 
been found in the area. 

But he said the U.N. in 
Sarajevo was now registering 
between 50 and 150 firing 
incidents a day in toe city and 
on surrounding front lines 
compared with a daily aver- 
age of between 2,000 and 
3,000 before the truce took 
bold. 

However, a key stumbling 
block in tbe peace process 
remained toe Serbs’s refusal 
to accept the contact group’s 
peace plan, which awards 51 
per cent of Bosnia to the 
Muslim -Croat federation and 
49 per cent to the Serbs, Ms. 
Shelly said. 

The Muslim- led Bosnian 
government has accepted the 
plan. 

A senior Western official 
dose to toe contact group 
told Reuters in Bosnia: 
“We’ve gone back to our 
capitals to figure out what to 
do next. The Serbs weren't 
showing any inclination to 
give ground so we figured 
there was no point staying.” 

A major problem was that 
the Bosnian Serbs did not 
face a credible threat of milit- 
ary force from NATO to 
make them compromise in 


toe interests of peace. 

“The Serbs just don’t have 
a real incentive to move now. 
The problem is that there is 
□0 force in toe equation. And 
I don’t see any political will 
among toe major powers for 
toe use of force." 

The contact group had 
been trying to persuade the 
Bosnian Serbs to accept a 
peace plan which would re- 
quire them to give up a third 
of the territory they hold. 

Elsewhere in Bosnia, the 
U.N reported less fighting 
around the town of Bihac, a 
U.N. “safe area" in the 
northwest. But the nerarby 
town of Velika Kladusa ex- 
perienced “a medium level of 
fighting” Friday. 

The U.N. said it had been 
frustrated in its attempts to 
reopen the airport in the 
northern. Muslim-held city of 
Tuzla for use by U.N. milit- 
ary flights. 

Major Sol said Serbs whose 
guns threaten the airfield had 
refused to give guarantees 
that they would not shoot at 
U.N. aircraft. 

“The Bosnian Serbs are 
not willing or able to guaran- 
tee the safe passage of our 
aircraft," Maj. Sol said. 

Tbe Bosnian government 
has told the United Nations it 
will take over the airport 
itself if it is not reopened. 

In London, British Lt.- 
Gen. Sir Michael Rose, the 
outgoing commander of U.N. 
forces in Bosnia, said Friday 
that killing would break out 
on an unprecedented scale if 
United Nations peacekeepers 
pulled out. 


Italy’s hard right breaks with fascism 


FIUGGI, Italy (R) — Italy’s 
right-wing National Alliance 
Party formally launched itself 
Saturday, completing a break 
with the neo-fascist legacy of 
toe followers of wartime dic- 
tator Benito Mussolini. 

The National Alliance be- 
came the main party on the 
hard right of Italian politics 
after its core group, the neo- 
fascist Italian Social Move- 
ment (MSI), was dissolved 
Saturday. 

“We will consign to the 
judgment of history all the 
hatred and passions of the 
20th century,” Alliance lead- 
er Gianfranco Fini told the 


party’s debut congress in the 
Spa town of Fiuggj. 

Mr. Fini, who also led toe 
MSI, scored an important 
victory Saturday when the 
party backed a document that 
declared its work complete 
and said it should give way to 
toe National Alliance. 

The suave and ambitious 
Fini, 43, bas laboured to 
establish his democr^*to 
credentials in the face or the 
continned existence of the 
MSI. 

A mark of the new party's 
bid for respectability was the 
attendance Saturday of fi- 
gures from across the politic- 
al spectrum, including a de- 


legation from the former 
communist Democratic Party 
of the Left (PDS). 

In the years just after 
World War D, the PDS’ for- 
bears and the neo-fascists 
were more inclined 10 shoot 
each other than talk. But 
several hundred delegates 
greeted the PDS members 
^ left polite applause as they 
arrived at the congress Satur- 
day. 

“The long, interminable 
post-war period ends today,” 
Mr. Fmi told the audience 
which included his main poli- 
tical ally, media mogul and 
former Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi. 


China rocket blast debris kills 6 


BEIJING (R) — ■ A rain of 
flaming wreckage from a 
Chinese rocket that blew up 
during a satellite launch kil- 
led six people and injured 23, 
deepening China's trauma 
over its worst space disaster. 

The spectacular explosion 
at dawn Thursday already 
had cast a pall over China’s 
biggest holiday, the Lunar 
New Year Festival that be- 
gins Tuesday, and shocked 
space officials hoping to 
snare a bigger slice of the 
world launch market 

The public was not told 


until late Saturday that the 
nationally televised disaster 
had also been deadly. 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency’s delayed reporting 
of the deaths likely reflected 
acute official anxiety about 
the timing of toe disclosure 
on toe eve of the Year of the 
Pig- 

Xinhua said blazing wreck- 
age of the powerful Long 
March 2E rocket and the 
advanced Apstar 2 telecom- 
munications satellite it was 
carrying killed six people 
within seven kilometres of 
the Xichang Space Centre in 


southwestern Sichuan pro- 
vince. 

It said falling debris also 
injured 23 people, probably 
peasants living near Xichang 
in a mountainous region of 
China's most populous pro- 
vince. 

No space workers were 
hurt and space centre itself 
was undamaged. 

Scores of foreign broadcast 
executives with interests in 
toe Apstar satellite who had 
been flown to Xichang for toe 
launch were returned to Beij- 
ing the same day without 
being told of the deaths. 


Panel urges end to Security Council veto 


DAVOS, Switzerland (AP) 
— As part of a reform of the 
United Nations, the Security 
Council should increase its 
membership by 65 per cent 
while the United States and 
other permanent members 
phase out their own veto 
rights, Swedish Prime Minis- 
ter Ingvar Carisson said Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Carisson, co-chairman 
of a panel of diplomats and 
international leaders, told the 
Associated Press that the 
group recommends the 15- 
member Security Council 
should be increased as soon 
as possible to 23 members to 
make the body more repre- 
sentative. 

The United Nations also 
should form a 10,000- 


member rapid deployment 
force to be dispatched quick- 
ly to world trouble spots, the 
panel said in its report Thurs- 
day to U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali at the 
start of the annual world eco- 
nomic forum of government 
and business leaders. 

The United Nations has 
grown dramatically since a 
relative handful of nations 
formed the world body at the 
end of World War II and 
selected the Soviet Union, 
China, Britain, France and 
the United States as perma- 
nent members of the Conndl, 
the panel said. 

“We live in a different 
world today," said Mr. Cari- 
sson. “It's important 10 bring 
in some new countries." 

The panel recommends 


creating a new class of 
“standing" members who 
would be added to the 
permanent five. This would 
include two industrialised 
countries, and one from 
Larin America and one from 
Asia, he said. 

The panel declined to 
name who should be standing 
members, but it bas been 
widely suggested that Ger- 
many, Japan, India and Bra- 
zil should be included. 

The group said it would be 
a backward step, however, to 
give the standing members 
‘rhe veto and that the perma- 
nent five should refrain from 
using their rights except in 
extreme cases until they give 
them up all together in 10 
years. 


World’s land min e problem ‘worsening’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Land mines kill or maim an 
estimated 500 people a week 
worldwide, and the problem 
is getting worse despite inter- 
natinoal mine clearance 
efforts, the U.S. State De- 
partment said Friday. 

"The simple fact is that 
more land mines are de- 
ployed in armed conflict ev- 
ery year are removed by mine 
clearance personnel,” toe de- 
partment said in a report. 

It estimated that the world 
is littered with SO million to 
100 million anti-personnel 
land mines in 64 countries. 
Most of toe victims are inno- 
cent civilians. 

Land mines cost as little as 
$3 apiece and often look 
harmless, but their ability to 
kill or maim is just a footstep 
away. 

“The burden imposed by 
the proliferation and indiscri- 


minate use of these weapons 
is beyond calculation,’’ the 
report said. "The world must 
take stronger steps to address 
the problem." 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, addressing a 
State Department gathering 
Friday, said that around the 
world “mines strewn in farm- 
lands and paddy fields, in 
schoolyards and on country 
roads, make entire communi- 
ties uninhabitable.” 

“They drive people from 
their land," he said. "They 
keep refugees from returning 
home.” 

"Ridding the world of 
these hidden killers will liter- 
ally save tens of thousands of 
lives.” 

The report cited estimates 
that mine clearance efforts 
extracted about 80,000 mines 
globally in 1993, but that 2-5 
million mines were im- 


planted. 

Democratic Senator Pat- 
rick Leahy, an anti-mine cru- 
sader, said it cost $100 mil- 
lion to clear 80,000 explo- 
sives. At that rate, he said, it 
would cost $100 billion to 
eliminate all land mines. “It’s 
a global catstrophe,” he said. 

Among other actions, toe 
United States has imposed a 
ban on land mine exports and 
introduced a resolution in the 
U.N. General Assembly call- 
ing on all nations to take 
similar action. 

The study quoted 
Brigadier-General (ret.) Pat- 
rick Blagden, a U.N. de- 
mining expert, as saying, 
“we’re losing the battle.” 

The three nations with toe 
largest land mine problem 
are Afghanistan, Angola and 
Cambodia, with an estimated 
228 million mines combined. 
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Peace must be protected 


RIGHT AFTER the signing of the Washing- 
ton Declaration on July 25, 1994, the U.S. 
administration and Congress, in a gesture of 
support to Jordan, moved to write off $700 
million of the Kingdom’s foreign debt. In a 
further step towards bolstering peace in the 
region. President Bill Clinton wrote to his 
Western allies urging them to follow on U.S. 
steps and forgive the Kingdom’s debts. That 
has not materialised. Nevertheless, aid, 
though not substantial by any standard, 
continued to trickle into Jordan from the 
U.S., the European Union and Japan. That 
aid, in forms of grants and soft loans, has 
been far below the expectations of most 
Jordanians who, rightly or wrongly, were 
made to believe that they would feel the 
peace dividend immediately after the signing 
of the peace treaty with Israel on Oct. 26. 

In the words of the U.S. Assistant Secret- 
ary of State for Near Eastern Affairs, Robert 
Peiletreau, the U.S. recognises that for peace 
lo get hold in the region, the people must feel 
and enjoy the benefits it is supposed to bring. 
However, Mr. Pelletreau cautioned that 
while his administration would encourage 
U.S. private sector investment in Jordan, 
any formal aid to the region must go through 
a now Republican-dominated Congress that 
is not favourable to increasing U.S. foreign 
aid. Meanwhile, the Europeans are saying 
that they should not be expected to finance 
the peace process if they have only little say 
on its progress. 

We, therefore, feel that for the process to 
maintain momentum and progress, the 
Americans and their rich European allies, 
who both have very high stakes in the success 
of the process, should work among them- 
selves to ensure that the process will not 
stagnate or regress if the peoples concerned 
do not benefit from peace. Perhaps what the 
Americans should do is give the Europeans 
more say on how peace should be achieved 
and how the benefits, political and economic, 
should be shared by all the parties to the 
process including of course the Americans 
and the Europeans. 

The peoples of the Middle East should not 
expect their economies to be transformed 
overnight as a result of the achievement of 
peace in the region. But other nations should 
realise that if the process fails the whole 
region will once again find itself living under 
the shadow of war. The reverberations of 
such a situation will reach far beyond the 
borders of the area. Neither the countries of 
the region nor other nations want such a 
situation to develop; they should not let it 
develop. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Saturday expressed concern over the 
situation along the Saudi Arabian- Yemeni borders and the 
tension which could lead to confrontation between the two 
neighbouring countries. We follow up with deep concern 
the' movements on the ground and the massing of troops 
along the common border despite the statements from 
Riyadh and Sanaa that the two leaderships are keen on 
avoiding any clashes, said the paper. Any explosion in the 
Arabian peninsula would end with grave consequences to 
both sides and to the Arab national interests, benefiting the 
enemies of Arab solidarity, said the daily. We in Jordan 
join our voice to those who caU for reason and for dialogue 
and peaceful efforts to defuse tension and ensure a peaceful 
outcome of the current crisis, continued the paper. Jordan 
would no doubt respond favourably to any request to 
mediate between the two sides and to contribute towards 
ensuring peace and stability, added the paper. It warned 
that certain foreign powers are pursuing efforts to perpetu- 
ate Arab divisions. 


A COLUMNIST in A! Dustour daily said that the United 
States ha? displayed ingratitude to Egypt by maintaining 
cto:- tics *vuh the Islamic extremist groups which are 
“ jr'nd the present disturbances to President Hosni Mubar- 
• ak's regime. Looking back on Cairo's services to the West 
■ in general and Washington in particular, one remembers 
j that it was Egypt which, under president Anwar Sadat, 
i turned the tables on the Russians and sided by the 
| American strategy in the Middle East region, said Saleh A1 
j Caliab. He said that Egypt has sided with the United States 
: in its confrontation with Iran and created the umbrella 
which the United States needed to launch its devastating 
war on Iraq in the Gulf war. Finally, it was Egypt, through 
the Camp David accords, which opened the way for the 
United States to pursue its programme for a settlement 
between Israel ana its Arab neighbours. Washington said 
the writer, should take lessons from history and ought to 
remember that it had regretted its abandonment of the 
shah of Iran, a move that has continued to cost the United 
Stares very dearly. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked F&nek 


Worries about trade links with 


Israel should not be exaggerated 


IN A matter of days or weeks, Jordan will enter into a trade 
agreement with Israel in accordance with the provisions of 
the peace treaty. Jordanian businessmen have the right to 
worry about any change in the ground rules. The lifting of 
die 47 years old boycott against Israel may have major 
consequences for them, alter the landscape and change the 
status quo. The worries can be felt at varying degrees on 
both Jordanian and Israeli sides, because the coming free 
trade flow was unthinkable until recently. The new state of 
affairs was never studied carefully. In fact, Jordanian 
businessmen do not know what to expect and what are the 
likely risks. Since the economic boycott was imposed by the 
Arab side, it is only natural to find that normalisation is an 
Israeli condition, and that Israel is expected to be the major 
beneficiary of normalisation. 

Arab literature dwells excessively on the possible risks 
and damage that the Arab economies win suffer in case of a 
sudden removal of barriers. The most repeated risks that 
were pointed out are: 

— The disparity in the degree of development: Israel is 
an advanced industrial country while Arab countries. 
Including Jordan, are developing countries. 

— The possibility that Israel may assume the role of the 
new coloniser and become the custodian of Arab riches. 

— The fact that Israel has a surplus capacity in its 
productive units which it will try to utilise and dump in 
Arab markets. It will become the centre of services for the 
entire Middle East. 

— The chances for the strengthening of an imperial base, 
because normalisation will make Israel stronger and, 
consequently, a higher threat to the security of the Arab 
World, especially its neighbours. 

— This possibility that normalisation will be instrumental 


in making a greater Israel possible and render Arab 
economies dependent on Israel. 

— Israel will benefit from specialisation and the 
economies of scale. 

— The enhancement of the Israeli qualitative superiority 
over the Arab quantitative resources. 

Those points of view are worth examining and analysing. 
However, opposite points of view do exist. In general, the 
assumed risks stem from several assumptions, which are 
obviously baseless, such as: 


— Israelis are superior and Arabs are inferior in the 
present and in the future and in all fields of technology, 
agriculture, management, etc., as if there is a racial 
superiority of Jew in comparison with Arab. 

— Israel will be the active player while Arab countries 
will be passive; Arabs win remain forever subject to the 
Israeli action and not an equal. 

— There is no value for the huge difference in favour of 
Arabs regarding area, population, vast economic re- 
sources, and culture. 

— Israel will be in control of Arab states in case of peace. 
It will contain and lead the region as if it is the only country 
in the world that monopolises technology and information, 
and as if the major powers, like America, Europe, Japan 
and others, will withdraw from the Middle East markets in 
favour of Israel. 


All these assumptions are wrong and without founda- 
tion. They stem from an inferiority complex. The advocates 


while denying those risks or putting them in their real size is 
an indicator of selling out or surrender. 


Mosque and state in Sudan 


By 


Abdul Salam 
Sidahmed 


IN EARLY November, the 
Khartoum press reported a 
reconciliation between the 
Sudanese regime and an 
ultra-orthodox Islamist 
group called Ansar A1 Sun- 
na Al Mohammadiya (not 
to be confused with the 
Mahdist Ansar which pro- 
vides the sectarian base of 
Sadiq A 1 Mahdi's Umma 
Party). The Ansar AJ Sun- 
na was founded in the 
1940s as a puritanical reli- 
gious organisation with no 
visible political ambition or 
involvement. Ideologically, 
they belong to the Wahhabi 
revivalist tradition which 
constitutes the official 
creed of Saudi Arabia. 

Like most Islamist 
groups in Sudan and else- 
where, the Ansar A1 Surma 
experienced an upsurge in 
popularity during the late 
1970s ana '80s, evidenced 
by the spread of its mos- 
ques and "missionary” cen- 
tres throughout the coun- 
try. None the less the group 
maintained its essential 
political posture, and con- 
ceitranted on strict adher- 
ence to the Shari'a, Islamic 
law, and the total seclusion 
of women. 

With the increased fusion be- 
tween Islam and politics in 
the last decade or so, the 
Ansar A1 Sunna. being 
strenuous advocates of 
Shari'a, was gradually 
drawn into public pro- 
nouncements with hints of 
macro-politics. Thus the 
group supported former 
President Numeiri’s experi- 
ment with 5hari'a in 1983. 
Likewise it pledged support 
to the present National 
Islamic Front (NTF) regime 
following its take-over in 
1989. 

HoweveT. following the 
regime's pro-Iraq stand 
during the last Gulf war, 
the Ansar A1 Sunna parted 
company with it and be- 
came highly critical of its 
conduct and policies. This 
may be attributed to the 
group's traditional ties with 
Saudi Arabia, and the lat- 
ter’s estrangement from 
Khartoum since the Gulf 
war. This factor notwith- 
standing, the present reg- 
ime has deliberately ex- 
cluded any religious group 
outside the NTF from pow- 
er and influence. In 1993, 
when the Ansar A1 Sunna 
became outspoken in its 
criticism of the government 
beyond the latter's narrow 
level of tolerance, its activi- 
ties were curtailed and 
some of its members and 
leaders (including Sheikh 
Abu Zeid Mohammad 
Hamza, the group’s num- 
ber two) were detained. 

In February last year a 
group of armed fanatics led 
by a Libyan, Mohammad 
Khali fi who was later ex- 
ecuted, stormed the 


The Sudanese regime 
seems resolved to allow 
Islamic parties a share in 
its religious authority as 
long as they stay away 
from politics 


que pulpit for political 
agitation and mobilisation, 
although its emphasis con- 
tinued to be laid on con- 
ventional political activity. 

Despite its comparative 
minority position, the NIF 
actually news itself as the 
heir to the Kbatmiya and 
Ansar sects and their poli- 
tical wings in both political 
and religious terms. Having 


achieved political power 
the NIF faced the aifficul 


between the government 
and Ansar A) Sunna is 
more of a truce than an 
agreement. Uader its" 
terms, the government 
agrees to stop its harass- 
ment and detention of the 
group's members; whereas 
the latter will refrain from 
agitation and harsh critic- 
ism of the government. The 
significance of the agree- 
ment is that it has relieved 
the regime from stubborn 
and often embarrassing cri- 
ticism from a religious 
group, even if the latter is a 
minority one. For Ansar A1 
Sunna, it might mean un- 
hampered religious activi- 
ties, its compromised poli- 
tical stand notwithstanding. 
Additionally, one might 
read an external dimension 
to this deal: namely, a 
calculated gesture by” the 
Khartoum regime towards 
the Saudis. Though the 
potential is remotely there, 
it would take more than 
overtures to ultra- 
conservatives to engage 
Riyadh in a process of rap-, 
prochement with Khar- 
toum. Therefore the sig- 
nificance of the govern- 
ment's deai with Ansar A1 
Sunna remains confined to 
domestic affairs and some- 
how liaked to the wider 
contest of religious author- 
ity and legitimacy. 


Gestures of recoocili&tioo 


groups mam mosque in 
north Omdurman during 
dawn prayer and attacked 
the worshippers with 
machine guns, leaving 19 
dead and several others cri- 
tically injured. The event 
triggered further hostility 
between the government 
and Ansar Al Sunna; sever- 
al of its centres were dosed 
and the ever outspoken 
Sheikh Abu Zeid was rear- 
rested. 

Against this background, 
the current reconciliation 


Prior to the announce- 
ment of the deal with 
Ansar Al Surma, the gov- 
ernment extended gestures 
of reconciliation to the 
Umma and Democratic 
Unionist Parties (DUP). 
the constant partners of 
parliamentary rule in 
Sudan, and currently the 
backbone of the umbrella 
opposition, the National 
Democratic Alliance 
(NDA). Confirmed reports 
suggested that top-level 
talks did take place with 
the two parties both at 
home and abroad during 
the last months of Scptme- 
ber and October. Howev- 
er. the talks failed because 
the VCFs negotiators were 
effectively offering next to 
nothing in terms of power- 
sharing and related ques- 
tions. They only empha- 
sised the necessity of a 
Sudanese solution to 
preempt foreign interven- 
tion in the country's affairs. 

There is one particular 
justification for this recent 
reconciliation bid of the 
Sudanese regime; namely, 
the south. Despite its milit- 
ary gains, the government 
is growing increasingly rest- 
less about the stalemate 
there. Moreover, the suc- 
cessive rounds of peace 
negotiations under the au- 
spices of the Inter- 


Government Authority on 
Drought and Development 
(IGAAD) have proved 
-that gainingthe upper hand 
. in the field does liot auto- 
matically lead to a negoti- 
ated settlement on the gov- 
ernment's terms. Accor- 
dingly, if the Sudanese reg- 
ime is able to reconcile the 
mainstream parties, Umma 
and DUP, it would en- 
hance its negotiating 
credentials, with both the 
Sudan Peoples Liberation 
Army (SPLA) factions and 
the mediators, the IGADD 
countries. 

There is however 
another dimension to this 
issue, the question of reli- 
gious authority and legi- 
timacy. Despite its success 
in wielding political power 
and maintaining it against 
all the odds, the NTF has 
not been able to enforce its 
religious authority over the 
country's Muslim majority. 
Historically, Sudan, unlike 
other Muslim societies, did 
not witness the growth of a 
centralised religious au- 
thority in any from (no 
bieraefay of ulama as in Iran 
and Saudi Arabia, or pre- 
stigious institution of learn- 
ing as in Egypt or Tunisia). 
By and large, whatever 
may be regarded as a reli- 
gious authority has re- 
mained local and apolitical. 
One manifestation of this is 
the mosque, which has 
maintained its historical 
role as a religious and so- 
cial institution in contem- 
porary Sudan, but has 
steered clear from direct 
political involvement or 
agitation. 

Within this context, 
those religious groups with 
political ambition, such as 
the “protonational" sects 
of the Ansar and Khat- 
miya, formed or supported 
political parties (Umma 
and DUP respectively). 
Likewise, the predecessor 
of the NTF, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, appeared in 
the early 1950s essentially 
as a political party with a 
religious agenda. Moreov- 
er. unlike its counterparts 
in other Muslim countries, 
it did not build its mobilisa- 
tion and agitation strategy 
around the mosque, but 
rather around the student 
campuses and other con- 
ventional platforms of poli- 
tical activity (such as trade 
unions, army, mass orga- 
nisations etc”). 

However the mosque 
was occasionally used for 
political purposes. The 
leaders of the Ansar and 
Utnma parties sometimes 
resorted to “mosque poli- 
tics ’ when denied direct 
political activity. During 
the 1980s the NTF. then 
passing through -n- 
phase, also used the mos- 


Sifficult- 
task of enforcing its reli- 
gious legitimacy and au- 
thority. This goal bas been 
pursued on two levels: first 
destruction of the econo- 
mic and soda! power of 
sectarian leaders through 
confiscation of their prop- 
erties and economic in- 
terests and the displace- 
ment of their business 
- associates; second, disman- 
tling of sectarian religious 
authority. Towards this end 
the government “national- 
ised” the 19th-century mos- 
que of the Ansar in central 
Omudnnan and declared it 
a stae mosque. Simul- 
taneously, it pursued an 
extensive programme of 
•Tslamisation'* through 
education, the media and, 
of course, the mosque. 

Consequently, the mos- 
que was virtually pushed to 
the centre of social life in 
northern Sudan and be- 
came increasingly politi- 
cised. Yet, the experience 
of Ansar Al Sunna shows 
that the process could 
backfire. Instead of en- 
hancing the religious au- 
thority of the regime in 
place of traditional sectar- 
ianism, the zealous pursuit 
of Islamist programmes 
seems to be leading to- 
wards the gradual politi- 
cisation of smaller religious 
groups who have hirtherto 
had little or no interest in 
politics. 

To “nationalise” or close 
the centres and private 
mosques of these groups is 
politically and religiously 
sensitive as a general pat- 
tern (though individual 
suppression has occasional- 
ly been applied). Alterna- 
tively, a modus vjvendi 
seemed the most suitable 
course of action for the 
regime. If the deal with 
Ansar Al Sunna is to be- 
come a model, it calls on 
the religious groups, or any 
other force with an Islamist 
agenda of a sort, to recog- 
nise the political authority 
and legitimacy of the NIF 
regime in exchange for a 
measure of religious auton- 
omy. Depending on the 
case, the offer might in- 
dude also symbolic parti- 
cipation in “harmless” 
bodies such as the Tran- 
sitional National Council 
(an appointed parliament) 
or the recently appointed 
Peace Council. 

Therefore, instead of a 
fruitless pursuit to enforce 
its religious authority on 
the entire Sudanese Mus- 
lim community, the NIF 
appears to have resolved, 
at least temporarily, to 
allow others a share in this 
religious authority as long 
as they do not “meddle in 
political affairs.” Ironical- 
ly. that is how the secular- 
ists in Sudan and elsewhere 
would like to see the role of 
Islam and Islamist groups, 
i.e. confined to religious 
affairs. 


Diplomats say 
Bahrain riots pose 
little threat 


By Youssef Azmeh 
Reuter 


MANAMA — A spate of 
anti-government agitation 
and arson bas raised ques- 
tions about the durability of 
Bahrain’s ruling elite, but 
diplomats and residents in 
the Gulf island state are 
convinced the government 
has little to fear. 

They said the unrest, 
confined almost exclusively 
to villages of the island’s 
historically restive Shiite 
Muslim community, 
appears to have run out of 
steam. 

“The government was 
never under threat ... these 
were mainly pinpricks," 
one foreign diplomat said. 

Minor incidents were re- 
ported by residents in one 
or two villages on Thursday 
night, the start of weekend 
when most of the rioting 
bad erupted over the past 
two months. 

They said a heavy police 
presence might have deter- 
red potential troublemakers 
— a measure of the govern- 
ment’s success in suppres- 
sing the unrest. 

Youths trying to mark 
the 40th day after the death 
of a man in dashes with the 
police early in December — 
the 40th day is an important 
religions occasion for 
Shiites — were prevented 
from doing so and a few 
were arrested, residents 
said. 

“We were watching out 
for Thursday night .... very 
little happened, which is 
reassuring to the expatri- 
ates worried about a re- 
sumption of the trouble," 
one Western diplomat said. 

The government blames 
incitement by militant cler- 
ics for the troubles in which 
five people, inducting a 
policeman, were killed. A 
sixth man, seriously injured 
in previous riots, died in 
hospital on Thursday night, 
residents said. 


involved in the unrest 
trained with Iranian Re- 
volutionary Guards in Iran ■ 
or at camps in Lebanon, j 

Opposition sources say I 
up to 2,000 people have , 
been arrested since the un- ' 
rest started, many held for ) 
only a few days. Several’ 
hundred remain in prison. 

But the arrests have not 
deterred a revival of politic- 
al life in the island state that 

is unusually buzzing with 
political gossip. Political 
parties are banned. i 

“The barrier of fear has : 
been broken,” one opposi- ' 
tion source said of the de- 
bates in Bahrain where 
political discussion was vir- 
tually taboo until recently 
because people feared the 
long arm of the security 
forces. 

Opposition figures in 
B ahrain see the unrest as 
part of a wider movement 
for democracy in the state 
that lies a few kilometres 
off Saudi Arabia's richest 1 


oil producing region. 

They say they have so far 


The Sunni-dominated 
government this month de- 
ported four Iranian-trained * 
clerics, all in their late 20 s 
or early 30s, including- 
Sheikh Ali Salman, whose 
arrest on Dec. 5 sparked 
the riots. 

The emir. Sheikh Isa Bin 
Salman Al Khalifa, has 
blamed “foreign quarters" 
for the troubles, a reference 
to radical Iran whose media 
have been broadcasting 
wildly exaggerated claims 
about the .extent of the un- 
rest and the resulting 
deaths. 

Mr. Salman and the other 
deportees apparently all 
studied at religious semi- 
naries in the Iranian holy 
city of Qom. Government 
sources say some of those 


gathered 21,000 signatures 
on a petition calling for the 1 
restoration of the elected 
parliament that was dis- 
solved 20 years ago. 

This is a relatively large 1 
number in a small country 
with a native population of 
less than 400,000. The peti- 
tion, the second to be orga- 
nised in two years, has yet 
to be presented. 

But the 1992 petition was 
rejected and diplomats ex- 
pect the new one will suffer 
the same fete. j 

The emir three years ago 
appointed a shura (con- 
sultative) council to widen 
representation but its role is i 
purely advisory, along the ‘ 
lines of similar councils 
appointed in neighbouring : 
state like Saudi Arabia and ; 
the United Arab Emirates. 

“You don’t expect us to 
go fester (towards democra- 
cy) than our neighbours,” 
one government source 
asked rhetorically. 

One democracy activist ; 
said die sectarian nature of 
the unrest — confined to • 
Shiites who account for ab- 
; out two-thirds of the is- . 
land's native population — 
was a setback for political 
freedoms on the island. 

“It has alienated the Sun- j 
nis,” he said. 

The wealthy merchant • 
class, mostly Sunnis tradi- 
tior“*Uy allied with the ruJ- ; 
tag Al Khalifa family, have 
generally rallied behind the 
government. 

But the island’s- Sunni • 
Muslim militants, who 
would have been expected , 
to join in the agitation , 1 
have kept their distance 
mainly because of its secta- 
rian nature, opposition 
sources said. 


LETTERS 


Exercise in casuistry 


To the Editor: 


THE ARTICLE by Rami Khouri on Terrorism, colonial- 
®n and peace in Palestine and Vietnam’ (Jordan Times, 
Jan._ 24) is an eloquent, if long-winded, exercise in 
casuistry: While on the one hand it condemns acts of 


terrorism such as the most recent example at Bait lid, on 
hand it att erupts to provide a psychological 


Middle Ess! international 
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justific ation for it, though not a moral one. It also elairag to 
represent the feelings of “many, and perhaps most Palesti- 
niarts and other Arabs” as “not particularly anguished", or 
outright gleeful that Israeli soldiers are being killed and 
injured by the score." 

I do not know by what method Mr. Khouri is able to 
aaim that he knows the feelings of “perhaps most” 
Palestinians and “other Arabs" but I suspect tfaathis views 
axe based on a wish to appeal to an audience which he 
tmnks will applaud his views. As one of the “other Arabs", 
1 nght to Propose that “many, and perhaps 

most Palestinians and other Arabs" are in fact extremely 
anguished’’ and not at all “gleeful” at an act which they 
have learned from bitter experience does not advance their 
on contrary, prejudices it 
The motive for the suicide bombings at Bait Lid and on 
previous occasions was not, as Mr. Khouri claims, frustra- 
tron at *the demeaning nature of the peace talks underway 
win Israel : Those who inspired it do not conceal that their 
goal is the destruction of the Israeli state. They arc not 
o^appy, ss Mr. Khouri is, that the negotiations underway 
wa lOTel seem to be making no headway; They are 
aciignted with that feet, because it gives plausibility to their 
belief that no peace is possible with Israel: and if no peace 
is possible, war is the only alternative. 

Mr. Khouri is scornful of “Arab official political 
^yraes , and bints that we are in a situation simifaw to that 

S - to ? wh< ^ & peace accord with 

North Vietnam in the early 70s, when “governments made 
p<ace, but the people did not", so that these “accords were 


Subsequent] 


people in 


itly rendered meaningless by the anger of d 
whose name they were signed" — presumably 


the 

a 


- ■ , — — - — v — Lurauuuvi; ■* 

Stem warning to the regime in Jordan, I do not believe that 
thereis any danger that the people of Jordan, inctadmg its 
PC'P^tion, will become angry with the regime 
whidi made peace with Israel; they are more likdy to 


w uitv al 

oecomc angry with those who, perhaps unconsciously or 
unmtenboiially endorse the views ofthose who do not 


want peace, and justify the actions of those who op* ft* 
war. 


Cedi Hourani, 
Amman. 
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U.S. committed to Jordan’s needs 


(Continued from page 1) 

ance negotiations on the Sy- 
rian and Lebanese tracks of 
the peace process. 

“Jordan is committed to 
supporting any efforts that 
would lead to a comprehen- 
sive and lasting peace in the 
region," the King was quoted 
as saying. 

During his current trip to 
the Middle East, Mr. Pellet- 
reau visited Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Egypt to discuss 
foreign policy priorities 
which included helping par- 
ties reach just and compre- 
hensive peace, aiding security 
in the Gulf region, securing 
U.S. access to energy re- 
sources vital to the U.S. eco- 
nomy and helping reduce the 
threat of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The U.S. official said he 
discussed the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
with Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak, who has said 


that Egypt will oppose sign- 
ing the treaty which is up for 
renewal in April if Israel does 
not sign. The treaty requires 
85 of the 168 Original signa- 
tories to remain effective, 
binding all original signator- 
ies to the treaty. 

Mr. Peiletreau said the 
U.S. hopes that as many gov- 
ernments as possible “will be 
able to speak in favour of the 
treaty.” 

“We are talking about it in 
a serious and quiet way,” he 
said, but ultimately it is a 
sovereign decision for each 
country. 

Jordanian officials quoted 
by Reuters said Mr. PeUet- 
reau discussed with Sharif 
Zeid obstacles in advancing 
the peace process and bilater- 
al relations. 

“Jordan stressed its con- 
cern with lack of tangible 
advance on the Syrian track, 
a prerequisite to continued 
progress towards comprehen- 
sive Middle East peace,” one 
official said. 


Petra said the prime minis- 
ter expressed Amman’s con- 
cern “to attain comprehen- 
sive and just peace which 
guarantees the restoration of 
legitimate rights of the coun- 
tries of the region." 

“Comprehensive pence 
will also ensure security raid 
stability, a basic foundation 
to achieve economic progress 
for the countries of the re- 
gion,” Petra quoted Sharif 
Zeid as saying. \ 

Mr. Peiletreau earlier met 
Foreign Minister Kabariti, 
who also raised concern ab- 
out progress so far in “im- 
plementing peace accords 
with the Palestinians and 
other Arab tracks,” officials 
said. 

Mr. Peiletreau was quoted 
as saying that both Jordan 
and Israel were working “in 
good intentions to implement 
their own peace treaty 1 ' 
adding that U.S. policy rlso 
aimed at a comprehensive 
peace between the parties in 
peace talks. 


Israel to begin pullout tomorrow 


(Con tinned 

government," he said. “No 
modification or change to the 
land could be carried oat 
without explicit Jordanian 
government permission.” 

Farmers need special per- 
mission to enter the areas at 
night, he said. 

The Royal Engineering 
Corps have placed concrete 
and metal border marking 
and also built new access 
roads to the areas being re- 
turned by Israel to Jordan, he 
said. 

Asked whether Jordan was 
planning to deploy security 
forces for permanent moni- 


firom page 1) 

toring of the new internation- 
al borders with Israel, Brig- 
Gen. Shurdom said: “Both 
sides are free to adopt what- 
ever security measures are 
needed on their side of the 
border.” 

He said there will not be 
any limits on the military- 
presence in the border areas 
and there is no stipulation 
that foreign observers would 
be posted in the areas. 

Among the additional 
work undertaken by the 
Armed Forces were the de- 
molition of an old bridge in 
the Baqoura area and the 


building of a new one. paving 
roads in the Wadi Araba 
region, setting up watchtow- 
ers and entry points, and land 
surveys ahead of the return of 
the territory. 

“Jordanians are fully com- 
mitted to the text and spirit of 
the peace treaty but that in- 
cludes a commitment by and 
awareness of all that this 
agreement would bear fruits 
for the country’s future," said 
Brig-Gen. Shurdom. “The 
fruits of peace will not mater- 
ialise right away, but I am 
sure that by continuous and 
serious efforts, we c^n 
achieve security and prosper- 
ity for our country." 


Lawmakers debate policy 


(Continued from page 1) 
to have become a norm of 
.behaviour that is growing and 
becoming clearer in the 
Jordanian society.” 

He said it seems that 
“some are trying to make 
(this behaviour a lasting) 
reality.” 

Mr. Masri said this norm of 
behaviour was taking root 
despite His Majesty King 
Hussein's repeated assertions 
that national unity is a, pillar 
of stability in the country. 

But, he said, these calls to 
maintain national unity re- 
main unimplemented. 

The 30-member cabinet of 
Sharif Zeid includes three 
ministers of Palestinian ori- 
gin. 

Mr. Masri warned that the 
weakening of the feeling of 
justice and political stability 
among a great segment of 
society will reflect .badly on 
the economy and the social 
cohesion of the country. 

“His Majesty the King's 
repeated calls to treat citizens 
equally despite their origins 
must be translated into prac- 
tice and the government has 
to announce that dearly and 
take measures to guarantee 
the commitment to, and im- 
plementation of the prac- 
tice,” Mr. Masri said. 

Mr. Masri urged the gov- 
ernment to draft a new elec- 
tion law that would consoli- 
date democracy, strengthen 
national unity and ensure 
equality for all dtizens. 

He stressed the “unique 
ties” that bind Jordanians 
and Palestinians, saying that 
an “enlightened” govern- 
ment approach towards the 
Palestinians would result in 
enabling Jordan and Pales- 
tine to stand up to the econo- 
mic challenges that Israel 
would pose. 

But Mr. Masri said it 
should be left to the people to 
decide what form of relations 
they will have in the future, 
challenging those who pro- 
fess separation between the 
two peoples to show evidence 
that this separation would 
work “or forever remain si- 
lent.” 

Mr. Masri urged the gov- 
ernment to assert the Arab 
Muslim identity of Jordan, 
saying that commitments to 
the Arab World are stronger 
than all other agreements, 
induding the peace treaty 
with Israel. The former 
House speaker also criticised 
what he called the limitations 


of democratic freedoms in 
the past two years when, he 
said, there was no tolerance 
of the opposing points of 
view. 

But Mr. Masri said Sharif 
Zeid is an able man who has 
been involved in the policy- 
making process for years, and 
can, with his team that has 
many qualified members, 
rake the right decision to 
right the wrongs and start 
building a modem, state. 
Without such a modem state, 
he said, the Kingdom cannot 
attain the political weight 
that it deserves in the region. 

“This House has suffered 
from excess in rhetoric in the 
past period. Now is the time 
for serious work and for ac- 
tion,” said Mr. Masri. 

But Mr. Masri agreed with 
other lawmakers that the 
policy statement of the gov- 
ernment is a comprehensive 
and solid plan of action which 
should be implemented. 

Sharing the views of Mr. 
Masri that democracy has 
suffered in the past period, 
was Deputy Mohammad 
Daoudiyeh (Tafileh) who ex- 
pressed confidence that Shar- 
if Zeid and his team will be 
able to put things on the right 
track. 

He said Sharif Zeid under- 
stands the importance of 
maintaining cooperation with 
the legislature and he would 
have obtained the confidence 
of the House even if his 
cabinet had not included any 
parliamentarian. 

While expressing respect, 
for the Islamic Action Front 
and leftist lawmakers who 
oppose the government for 
“practical reasons,” Mr. 
Daoudiyeh criticised parlia- 
mentarians whose opposi- 
tion, he said, is based on 
personal considerations. 

Mr. Daoudiyeh, a former 
head of the press office at the 
Royal Court, said it was un- 
acceptable to view the 
opposition as opposition to 
the regime saying that its 
existence is a healthy sign for 
the country. 

While Mr. Daoudiyeh said 
Sharif Zeid's inclusion of 17 
lawmakers in his cabinet was 
a proof of the premier’s re- 
spect for the role of the legisl- 
ature, other deputies Criti- 
cised what they called parlia- 
mentarians* race to become 
ministers. 

Deputy Mifleh A1 Lawzi 
(Amman) said this yearning 
by some lawmakers to join 


the cabinet has weakened me 
performance of the legisla- 
ture and reflected negatively 
on its image. 

To solve this “problem,” 
Deputy Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeh (Madaba) prep- 
osed granting members of 
Parliament the same pri- 
vileges that ministers enjoy. 

He said some lawmakers 
have become “slaves” be- 
cause of the demands of their 
constituencies for jobs, 
which, he alleged, some 
ministers give to people wjth 
whom they seek to curry 
favour instead of filling 
vacancies in the public sea or 
in accordance with the la.v. 

The deputy said this prac- 
tice should stop and legisla- 
tors should not have to “beg" 
ministers for services in their 
co nstitue ncies. 

AcTJressing the peace trea- 
ty with Israel, leftist Deputy 
Khalil Haddadin (Amman) 
said that as “nationalists” 
members of his Arab Baaih 
Party will use all constitution- 
al means to prevent norma- 
lisation with Israel. 

Gting the government's 
task of implementing the 
peace treaty as the reason. 
Deputy Tala! Obeidat (Irbid) 
announced that he will with- 
hold confidence from the 
government. 

The House will resume its 
debate today. Eight more de- 
puties are scheduled to take 
the floor to express their 
views on the government. 

It is from the IAF and 
leftist deputies who will 
speak today that the govern- 
ment is expected to have the 
strongest criticism over the 
peace treaty. 

Parliamentary sources said 
the IAF has almost reached a 
decision on having Deputy 
Abdullah Akaileh (Tafileh) 
deliver a speech on behalf of 
all its members. In the 
speech, the IAF is expected 
to attack the peace process 
and demand more freedom 
for the opposition in express- 
ing its views. 

__ Also taking the floor today 
"will be leftist deputies Bal- 
sam Haddadin and Toujan 
Faisal who are expected to 
withhold confidence. 

Lawmakers will cast their 
votes after the government 
responds to their remarks. I:, 
as expected, the session ends 
today, it will be the shortest 
session on a vote of confi- 
dence since the parliamen- 
tary elections in 1989. 


Relief supplies destined for Iraq 

(Continued from page 2) 


Permission, however, has 
been granted by the U.N. 
and the Jordanian govern- 
ment to transport the Indian 
collected medical relief via 
Amman to Iraq, Mr. Joseph 
said. A recent visit to Iraq by 
a British Red Cross delega- 
tion also expressed concern 
over the increasing number 
of deaths attributed to mal- 
nutrition and a lack of medi- 
cines, he said, adding that 
this organisation was also 


arranging medicines to be 
taken to Iraq. 

Mr. Joseph said the Inter- 
national Committee for the 
Red Cross (ICRC) reported' 
that many hospitals in Iraq 
were likely to be closed be- 
cause of the lack of medicines 
and medical equipment. 

Sheikh Mohammad, Mr. 
Joseph and Mr. Varghese will, 
return from Iraq next Friday 
or Saturday to meet a further 
four planeloads of medicine 


expected to arrive within the 
next two weeks. 

The cost of transportation 
by Royal Jordanian from In- 
dia to Amman has been met 
by donations, Mr. Josepn 
said. He declined to discuss 1 ! 
the total cash of the relief", 
supplies. 

"There is no puiiiii::il mo- 
tive ... the medicines will he 
presented to the Iraqi author- 
ities as :i humanitarian ges- 
ture anj :i token of uoodwi 11 
from the people of India.' 
Mr. Joseph said. 
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An Israeli soldkr guards Palestinian demonstrators, detained after two setiler caravans 
were set ablaze on the West Back hffl of the Maafe Amos settlement (AFP photo) 


PNA warns against blockade 


Yemen 

wants 

monitors 

(Continued from page S) 

Negotiators prepared to 
hold more talks in Riyadh 
Saturday in a bid to resolve 
the dispute which has pro- 
voked several armed clashes 
on ihe border, but an official 
in Sanaa was pessimistic ab- 
out chances for success. 

The official in Sanaa who 
requested anonymity told 
AFP that draft proposals 
from the two sides were 
“irreconcilable.” 

The two countries arc in 
dispute over the provinces of 
Najran, Jizan, and Assir 
close to the border and 
assigned to Saudi Arabia 
under a treaty signed in 1934. 

Yemen argues the Taif 
accord expired in September 
1992 but has said it is willing 
to renegotiate the treaty. 

“The Yemeni working 
group is demanding that the 
Taif accord is taken as a 
whole, and insists on norma- 
lisation between the two 
countries prior to a settle- 
ment of the border dispute,” 
the Yemeni official said. 

“However, the Saudis are 
demanding the renewal of the 
Taif accord, the demarcation 
of the unmarked border from 
label A1 Thar to the Oman- 
Yemen border, as well as the 
demarcation of the maritime 
borders, before any norma- 
lisation.” 

“By massing their troops 
along the border, Saudi 
brothers ... want to put press- 
ure on Yemen,” the official 
added, condemning the 
“show of force by hardliners 
in the Saudi leadership which 
have expansionist aims.*' 

Saadi Arabia on Saturday 
denied claims by Yemeni 
President Saleh that Saudi 
troops had massed along the 
disputed border. 

A Saudi official quoted by 
the Saudi Press Agency said 
Riyadh “remains attached to 
the terms of the mediation 
accord concluded between 
the two countries on Jan. 15 
following a previous armed 
incident on their border and 
calls on Yemen to show the 
same commitment.** 

Mr. Saleh has said that 
Yemen would not retaliate if 
it ..came under attack from 
Saudi Arabia. 


(Coatinoed from page 1) 


Jewish seeders and Palesti- 
nian protesters dashed near 
ihe West Bank settlement of 
Maale Amos on Saturday. 
The seeders fired at Palesti- 
nians torching two mobile 
homes installed to expand the 
settlement, a witness said. > 

No cme was hurt in ihe 
confrontation outside Maale 
Amos, an isolated Jewish en- 
clave 20 kilometres south of 
Jerusalem. 

It was the most violent, 
inddent since Palestinians 
began protesting against a 
settlement expansion cam- 
paign launched by settler 
leaders in mid-December. 

Saturday's confrontation 
began at about noon when 
some 100 Palestinian villagers 
and 30 Israeli peace activists 
arrived to inspect three 
mobile homes set up earlier 
this week by settlers on three 
hilltops surrounding Maale 
Amos in a land grab. 

A small group of Palesti- 
nians set ablaze a trailer 
while the other demonstra- 
tors were walking uphill to 
.the second mobile home, said 
Palestinian peace activist 
Mubarak Awad who de- 
nounced the arson. 

Maale Amos settlers began 
firing in the direction of Dr. 
Awad and his group from 
inside the settlement. Dr. 
Awad said. The demonstra- 


tors flung themselves to the 
ground until the shooting 
stopped. 

Settlers fired 200 to 300 
rounds from rifles and sub- 
machine guns, said Israeli 
peace activist Uri Avnery. 

The army confirmed that 
settlers opened fire, but said 
they shot in the air, not at 
people. Troops detained 
three Palestinians on suspi- 
cion of torching the trailer. 

The peace activists de- 
nounced the violence by both 
sides, but said future clashes 
over land were inevitable. 
They accused Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin of backing the 
settlers' land-Arab campaign 
in West Bank areas he even- 
tually wants to “annex.” 

“A new chapter of the war 
has started under the flag of 
peace." Mr. Avnery said. 
“The Rabin government is 
using the settlers to create a 
map of annexation.” 

‘Elections postponed* 

Israel and the Palestinians 
have agreed to postpone 
Palestinian elections until all 
aspects of Israeli withdrawal 
from the West Bank are re- 
solved, an Israeli official said. 

Israel Radio reported that 
Mr. Rabin had offered to 
temporarily pull back Israeli 
troops in the West Bank to 
allow the Palestinians to hold 
earlier elections. 

Mr. Arafat, however, told 


Mr. Rabin he preferred to 
delay elections until a full 
Israeli pullout was worked 
out, the radio said. 

The Israeli official, speak- 
ing on condition of anonym- 
ity, confirmed the radio* re- 
port. 

Mr. Arafat's spokesmen 
declined to comment on the 
report. 

Meanwhile a 24-year-uld 
lieutenant died Saturday of 
wounds he suffered in the 
double suicide bombing last 
week, bringing to 21 the 
number of Israelis killed, an 
army spokesman said. 

The soldier was with 20 
other soldiers killed in the 
attack Sunday at a bus station 
near the coastal town of 
Nelanya, north of Tel Aviv. 

A Palestinian was killed 
and another wounded in ex- 
plosion in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank city of 
Hebron on Saturday, a 
Palestinian source said. 

The circumstances of the 
blast were unclear. 

Rafael Eitan, an ultra- 
nationalist MP and a former 
army chief of staff, on Satur- 
day proposed sending tanks 
into the autonomous G^za 
Strip to wipe out militants 
there. 

“If Gaza is becoming a 
refuge for terrorists we must 
enter it with tanks to li- 
quidate them,” Mr.' Eitan, 
leader of the Tzomet party, 
told Israeli radio. 


King 

stresses 

media 

role 

(Continued from page J ; 

Israel that enabled us to re- 
gain sovereignty on our land 
and maintain our rightful 
shares in water.” 

Gerard Gatinoi, IOJ's out- 
going secretary general, 
hoped that peace* would pre- 
vail in this region pointing 
out that journalists are ihe 
first to be influenced and 
affected by continuous wars. 

“There can never be free- 
dom of expression and opin- 
ion under a condition of con- 
tinuos war. Journalists haie 
always been the victims, 
often paying with their fives," .Vjr. 
Gatinot said. "But this sed 
era has come to an end ar d 
there is hope that peace w'H 
triumph.” 

In his opening speech. 
Suleiman Qudah, president 
of the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion (JPA), called on partici- 
pants to take measures to 
improve the status of journal- 
ists all over the world, espe- 
cially those who live in areas 
of conflicts. 

“We have a big responsi- 
bility ahead of us. In many 
parts of the world, journalists 
are assassinated and arrested 
and journalism is under a 
heavy pressure. It is our 
main objective at the IOJ to 
upgrade the situation of jour- 
nalists,” he said. 

According to JPA’s presi- 
dent, IOJ welcomed JPA s 
invitation to host the meeting 
here due to the good reputa- 
tion of Jordan in the field of 
press freedoms. 

“There has been no viola- 
tions of press freedoms in 
Jordan in the organisation's 
reports,” Mr. Qudah said. 

The four-day meeting will 
focus on issues related to 
press freedoms, protection cf 
journalists and the impact cf 
modem technologies on the 
press in general. Elections of 
a new executive committee 
and president, which will 
take place on Tuesday, are 
expected to top the meeting's 
activities. 


Excerpts from speeches of lawmakers on government policy 


(Continued from page 3) 


the executive authority. I 
urge all the Parliament mem- 
bers to follow my example 
and refuse to intercede or 
mediate or beg for such nat- 
ters since every responsible 
official is guided by rides and 
laws, and the vacant posts are 
for all applicants and citizens, 
not for a specific district. The 
deputies’ stand is also 
weakened because there are 
many who seek to become 
ministers at ail costs. De- 
puties seek such posts be- 
cause they wish to enjoy tire 
ministerial privileges such as 
good pensions. Such pri- 
vileges should be granted to 
the Parliament members so 
as to stem the House mem- 
bers’ strong desire to be 
ministers. 1 demand that Par- 
liament set up mechanism for 
monitoring the executive au- 
thority and its performance 
and give the Audit Bureau 
additional authorities to con- 
trol matters. With regard to 
the government's policy 
statement I can say that we 
are at the threshold of a new 
stage following the peace 
treaty. This government 
should act in a manner to 
satisfy the aspirations of peo- 
ple who had pinned great 
hopes on the treaty, but felt 
that nothing has materialised. 
This government should car- 
ry out reform in the eco- 
nomy, education and public 
administration, and achieve 
social justice. It should stem 
poverty and unemployment, 
introduce a health insurance 
system for all citizens and 
help build the institutions 
which help establish the rule 
of law. 

Having carefully read the 
government’s policy state- 
ment I found nothing new. 
The government has not 
committed itself to achieving 
anything within a given 
period. The statement con- 
tained general terms suitable 
for any government in any 
third world country. The 
statement says that public 
administration reform will be 
carried out. This implies that 
administrative corruption ex- 
ists. But how will the govern- 
ment deal with it? I would 
like to point out that the 
Social Security Corporation 
has not been wisely investing 
public funds. This corpora- 
tion, which holds JD 400 mil- 
lion, does not invest except in 
shares and real estate or by 
depositing funds in the 


banks. Governments are 
changed in any country, not 
for the sake of appointing 
favoured persons, but rather 
in response to necessities n r 
ci.ange which benefit the 
public interest. This govern- 
ment is contradictory in its 
smiaure. It does not reflect 
whether the minister's post is 
technical or political. 
Although the cabinet in- 
cludes some members with 
high qualifications eligible for 
their posts, it contains people 
unfit for their portfolios. I 
call on the House to conduct 
the vote of confidence in the 
government by voting on 
each individual minister 
rather than the Cabinet -as a 
whole. 

Ibrahim Z’abi 

(Independent, Ramtba, Bani 
Kenaneh) 

No doubt this ministry was 
formed to cater to die needs 
of a new stage and for a 
march that started at earlier 
stages. This stage has its own 
conditions and problems 
...For fairness sake, I say that 
the previous government has 
led Jordan through the most 
difficult stage in its history, 
has exerted its utmost to 
serve the interest of the coun- 
try in the present and the 
future, has given most con- 
cern to foreign affairs, and 
was excused to do so. The 
new government is destined 
to lead the country in the 
most dangerous and critical, 
stage in its history. It is re- 
quired to start from the point 
where the previous govern- 
ment had finished... thus its 
responsibilities are very 
grave, requiring individual 
und group efficiency and 
creativity. There are (prob- 
lems such as) poverty, unem- 
ployment, hunger, soaring 
prices, monopoly and ex- 
ploitation. All of these are 
challenges that should be met 
with courage, wisdom and 
determination... On the ex- 
ternal front, there are the 
administrative and legal proc- 
edures resulting from the 
peace treaty.. .and there are 
Ihe torn Arab relations that 
this country of conciliation, 
solidarity and unity should 
have a positive role in mend- 
ing ...this government, since 
its first days, has embarked 
on carrying out its duties by 
taking wise and positive steps 
m the right direction, and 
yes, there is the unjust siege 


of death and murder imposed 
on brotherly Iraq, and there 
are Islamic and international 
causes that are linked to us in 
one way or another.... All 
these challenges require that 
ve renew our foreign polity, 
our media policies, and re- 
quire a revolution in adminis- 
trative reform to fight corrup- 
tion in all its forms and 
sources... The government’s 
programme as expressed in 
its policy statement is ba- 
lanced and integrated, aspir- 
ing to achieve national 
prosperity. Therefore I view 
any efforts by the legislative 
authority to help the govern- 
ment in carrying out its poll-' 
ties (as expressed in its state- 
ment) as efforts to help the 
country at present and in the 
future. This requires, more 
than at any other time, con- 
cordance and agreement be- 
tween the legislative and ex- 
ecutive authorities to help the 
government cany out its poli- 
cies. 

Hani Hijazin 
(Ahd, Karak) 

I start my speech by con- 
gratulating the prime minis- 
ter and his ministerial team 
over the King's confidence in 
them... 

I have read the govern- 
ment’s policy statement and 
examined all its parts. I was 
fully convinced that the gov- 
ernment is determined to 
offer all it can for Jorda- 
n...and is seeking a good and 
peaceful future for its people.' 

I did not find in the state- 
ment any gap to criticise or 
comment on, except to men- 
tion some urgent and press- 
ing demands: 

Regarding unemployment 
and poverty... although I 
know the economic and 
financial conditions of Jor- 
dan, I cannot excuse the gov- 
ernment for any failure in 
finding solutions to the prob- 
lem of unemployed youth 
waiting for any job opportu- 
nities. 

The government asked in 
its statement from the people 
to wait and be patient. Work 
should be done to help this 
category of citizens by estab- 
lishing small and medium in- 
dustries and to urge investors 
in every govemorate to use 
their capital in development 
projects that would benefit 
the citizens and the country. . . 

I also ask the respected 
government to monitor prices 
of commodities in a more 


serious way and to set the 
prices of all commodities... In 
addition, I urge the respected 
government to make Christ- 
ian feasts national holidays 
observed by doting all min-s-. 
tries and government depar- 
tments. 

Talal Obeidat 

(Independent, Ramtha, Bani 
• Kenaneh) 

I am withholding confi- 
dence in the government of 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker. This govern- 
ment is number 81 on the list 
of cabinets formed in Jordan 
since 1921 until today. All 
these governments presented 
their policy statements :o 
Parliament to win a vote of 
confidence. A reading of 
these statements reveals that 
they are similar and almost 
identical. The present gov- 
ernment, which succeeded 
the cabinet of Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali that Con- 
cluded the peace treaty with 
Israel, Is entrusted with im- 
plementing the treaty in let- 
ter and spirit. This govern- 
ment will continue to carry 
oat the orders of the World 
Bank which had a hand in 
imposing the sales tax and in 
increasing water prioes for 
Jordan Valley irrigation. 
These taxes and increases are 
bound to put further burdens 
on the Jordanian citizens. 

Mifleh Lawzi 
(Independent, Amman) 

I congratulate (Prim: 
Minister) Sharif Zeid and bis 
government over the royal 
confidence invested in them 
wishing the government suc- 
cess in carrying out the duties 
assigned to it. 

This stand of mine does not 
prevent me from expressing 
the following. As consulta- 
tions were taking place to 
form this government, a large 
number of deputies focused 
all their attention on contacts 
and meetings, thus entering 
the swirl of the ministerial 
game, with each looking for a 
ministerial post for himself, 
regardless of the post, as if 
having it was the end goal 
and & target of legislative 
work. This situation reminds 
us of splitting booties and 
gains, and citizens were 
asking whether the deputies 
were elected to carty out 
their duties in monitoring the 
performance of the executive 
authority and to cany out 
their legislative duties, or to 


have them queue for the 
magic ministerial post... 
What we have seen in the 
days which preceded th _ 
forming of the governmt. 
would in no way iraprr, 
parliamentary performance, 
it would make deputies 
target ministerial posts, and 
this would in turn ruin the 
principle of separating the 
authorities. It also makes uc 
once more warn against this, 
dangerous direction in our 
democratic march and 
prompts us to call for separat- 
ing the -two authorities ir. 
addition to asking the nev.- 
governments to find another 
formula that secures them 
confidence on the basis of 
their programmes and plans 
in addition to the confidence 
of His Majesty, and not on 
tie basis of having the largest 
cumber of deputies in gov- 
ernment ...I would like alsc 
to remind you that every time 
(some) deputies are made 
ministers, the number o; 
those who are discontent will 
be more than those satisfied 
by this... But if we agree tc 
the principle of having de- 
puties joining governments, I 
would ask a question on how 
the ministerial posts are dis- 
tributed to the deputies and 
in accordance with what, 
scale? And why were some 
areas in the north and south 
of the Kingdom represented 
in the government, and Grea- 
ter Amman, the heart of Jor- 
dan, was forgotten. I sincere- 
ly call for giving the deputies 
ail the rights and privileges of 
ministers because (hat will 
make them carry out their 
roles at the house properly... 

I mist that tiie govern- 
ment, with its bead and mem- 
bers, will exert efforts to 
accomplish what is possible in 
this polity statement, in a 
way presemng the unity of 
tiie Jordanian family and the 
safety of the domestic front... 

In conclusion, I urge the 
government to give special 
attention to domestic affairs 
and to revise the internal 
programmes and plans. I ask 
it also to give attention to 
citizens’ demands, namely 
the residents of western Am- 
man's suburbs... I also ask 
the government to revise the 
Election Law to achieve jus- 
tice in taking into considera- 
tion population distribution 
and geographic factors. Last, 
may God grant the govern- 
ment strength in carrying out 
its duties... 
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KUWAIT (R) — Hie World 
TOok has urged Kuwait to 
pursue privatisation, cot wel- 
fare state subsidies and maxi- 

nuse government savings to 
fulp diversify and strengthen 
iis oil-based economy, an 
economics consultancy said 
Saturday. 

The report, completed in 
late October, echoes numer- 
ous recommendations "mA*. 
in previous international con- 
sultants' surveys of the tiny 
Gulf ofl-exportmg state that 
were never implemented, A1 
Shall Consultants noted in a 
weekly review. 

The bank's report, which 

U.S. 

GDP 

surges 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. economy grew at the 
strongest rate of the year 
during the final three months 
cf 1994, the Commerce De- 
partment said Friday, posting 
its most vigorous expansion 
in a decade for the full year. 

The nation’s gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) expanded 
at a 4.5 per cent annual rate 
in the three months from 
October through December, 
up from 4.0 per cent in the 
third quarter. 

Despite accelerating 
growth, inflation eased dur- 
ing the fourth quarter and 
was at historically low levels 
for all of 1994, with overall 
growth up four per cent for 
the fill! year. 

The initial fourth-quarter 
‘ GDP report, which will be 
revised twice in coming 
months, is the final look at 
the economy's performance 
before the Federal Reserve’s 
policy-setting committee 
gathers next week to consider 
more interest-rate rises. 

GDP measures the value of 
all goods and services pro- 
duced by workers and capital 
within U.S. borders. 

“It’s pretty much the way 
(Fed Chairman Alan Greens- 
pan) characterised it yester- 
day,” said Noithern Trust 
economist Paul Kasriel, re- 
ferring to Mr. Greenspan’s 
testimony Thursday before a 
congressional committee. 


reform for Kuwait — consultancy 


has not been made public, 
said Kuwait's main problems 
were the government’s poor 
•financial position following 
several years of large budget 
deficits, the government’s ex- 
cessive role in the state- 
orchestrated economy, dis- 
tortions in the labour market, 
reliance on state subsidies for 
public services and economic 
dependence on oil. 

“Despite its strictness, the 
report is balanced in its pre- 
sentation and identifkation 
of problems,” Shall said. It 
dia not say how it had 
obtained the confidential 
document. 


The budget deficit If untre- 
ated might “jeopardise cur- 
rency stability and die free 
flow of funds,” Shall re- 
ported the bank as saying. 
Policies such as subadisation, 
protectionism and exempting 
Kuwaitis from a variety of 
financial obligations had 
“undermined the piQais of a 
free market economic en- 
vironment.” 

“Probably the most impor- 
tant subject mentioned in the 
report was that the govern- 
ment, which guarantees the 
employment of Kuwaitis, 
does little or nothing to de- 
velop their productivity. 


Thus, not only does the mo- 
tive for work dimmish bet the 
human capital of Kuwait de- 
teriorates," Shall said. 

Ninety per cent of Kuwaits 
work for the government. 

The bank estimated the 
worth of the Reserve Fund 
for Future Generations 
(RFFG) — a government in- 
vestment nest-egg meant to 
fund the country when oil 
runs out — at 11 trillion (fi- 
nal's ($37 billion). Shall said. 

Assuming the budget de- 
ficit persisted at current 
levels and oil prices fell by 
only one cent a barrel, the 
fund could be depleted within 


five years if it continued to be 
used to help cover the short- 
fall, Shall commented. 

The government liquidated 
over half the RFFG to help 
pay for its 1991 Gulf war 
liberation and oilfield re- 
pairs. 

“The report stresses the 
importance of a just distribu- 
tion of wealth and income 
between present and future 
generations. It is essential to 
achieve an optimum level of 
savings to replenish the 
RFFG and offset fluctuations 
in oil revenues,” Shall said.- 

Finance 'Minister Nasser 


Uncertainty grips Mexicans as U.S. 
lawmakers debate their economic future 


MEXICO CITY (Agencies) 
— Uncertainty has bwome a 
daily reality for Mexicans as 
U.S. lawmakers in Washing- 
ton debate their country's 
economic future. 

Unemployment and prices 
have risen since the Mexican 
peso began its disastrous slide 
last month. Mexicans fear 
more lost jobs and even high- 
er prices if American law- 
makers don’t approve a $40 
billion bailout package for 
their country. 

“This is the reality of 
beautiful Mexico.” Carlos 
Pena, a 54-year-old worker 
said as be watched small chil- 
dren begging money from 
motorists on a major Mexico 
City thoroughfare. “And the 
people are going to suffer 
even more.” 

Marches demanding salary 
increases or a government 
solntion to the economic 
problem have become an 
almost daily occurence along 
the smog-choked streets of 
the nation's capital since the 
peso lost 40 per cent of its 
value last month. 

Millions of Mexican fami- 
1 lies are feeling the squeeze in 
■ this nation of some 90 million 
| people as rates for telephone 
and electrical service have 
risen in recent weeks, along 
with the cost of basic food- 
stuffs like tortillas and milk. 

President Clinton’s $40 bil- 
lion loan guarantee package 
for Mexico is in serious trou- 


ble in the U.S. Congress be- 
cause the administration has 
failed to convince the public 
it is needed. House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich said in 
Washington Friday. 

Despite two days of high- 
profile lobbying by top admi- 
nistration officials, Mr. Ging- 
rich said the proposal still had 
little support in Congress or 
in the country. 

“Hie fact is the president 
has not succeeded in making 
a case for this. It is very 
unpopular in the country and 
it has not been explained very 
well,” Mr. Gingrich told re- 
porters. 

Mr. Gingrich said he had 
talked by telephone with 
Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin and planned to meet 
with him, possibly on Mon- 
day, to see how the proposal 
could be salvaged. He said a 
vote in the House was still 
possible next week. 

Failure to approve the 
package could further erode 
already waning investor con- 
fidence in the Mexican eco- 
nomy and could trigger more 
jitters in the Mexican stock 
market, economists say. 

Although most Mexicans 
back the loan guarantee 
package, they are wary of 
conditions some American 
lawmakers would like to 
attach to its approval. 

The suggested conditions 
include forcing Mexico to cut 
its ties with Cuba, toughen its 


policies on U.S.-bound im- 
migration, and privatising the 
state oil monopoly Petroleos 
Mexican os, better known as 
Pemex. 

Meanwhile, four South 
American countries are set to 
offer a billion dollar aid pack- 
age to the financially- 
troubled Mexican govern- 
ment, Brazil’s ambassador in 
Washington announced Fri- 
day. 

Paulo Tarso Flecha de 
lim a said at a conference at 
the Brookings Institution that 
the details of the deal to be 
offered by Brazil, Argentina. 
Chile and Colombia were 
under discussion and would 
be announced soon. 

The news followed Thurs- 
day’s disclosure that the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
had all but given the nod to a 
S7.8 billion standby loan for 
Mexico. 

On the business side, Volk- 
swagen has announced that it 
will cut 1,400 office em- 
ployees — about 35 per cent 
of the entire administrative 
staff, Mexican news media 
reported Friday, quoting un- 
ion officials. 

Hie auto producer also has 
anno meed plans for another 
weeklong shutdown at the 
plant in central Mexico be- 
ginning Feb. 17, the union 
officials said. 

Last year, Mexico's auto 
indmtry was the showcase of the 
nation's manufacturing sec- 


tor, producing more than one 
million cars and trucks — half 

for export. 

But now the nation’s finan- 
cial crisis is putting the brakes 
on domestic car sales, making 
autoworkers some of the first 
and most visible victims of 
the Mexican peso's recent 
plunge. 

Volkswagen, which makes 
36 per cent of all cars sold in 
Mexico, dosed its Mexican 
factory and sent 14,000 work- 
ers home this week because 
of an expected drop in car 
demand. Ford has dosed an 
assembly plant in northern 
Mexico. 

Nissan, the only Japanese 
automaker with a plant in 
Mexico, has announced it wfll 
lay off 1,000 workers begin- 
ning Monday. It also sus- 
pended delivery of U.S.- 
made cars to Mexico. 

Volkswagen officials ex- 
pect last year's sale of 
160.000 cars inside Mexico to 
fall 30 to 50 per cent this 
year. 

Even if they keep their 
jobs. Mexican auto workers 
will have to fight for salary 
increases, whose purchasing 
power has returned to 1980’s 
levels. 

Before the devaluation, 
auto manufacturers paid an 
average of $ 2 . an hour in 
salary, benefits and taxes for 
Mexican workers, compared 
to the $40 an hour cost of 
U.S. workers. 


Southern African states need money for food stocks 
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LILONGWE (R) — South- 
ern African states, plagued 
by periodic drought and re- 
duced crop harvests, are 
looking for neariy $45 million 
to fund a project to help 
boost food security in the 
region. 

The project is aimed at 
helping the 11 Southern Afri- 
can Development Commun- 
ity fSADC) states build up 
stocks of staple foodstuffs to 
meet deficits and promote 
intra-regkmal trade to cut 
down dependency on costly 
imports. 

“The food security prog- 
ramme consists of 10 projects 
valued at $63.17 million of 
which $18.27 million has 
been secured, leaving a fund- 
ing gap of $44.p million,” 
said a report being consu- 


lt said $30 million of the 
amount being sought was for 
the establishment of a region- 
al food reserve as a hedge 
against shortfalls during 
droughts and natural disas- 
ters. 

Drought in 1991/1992 
forced countries in the region 
to import more than seven 
million tonnes of cereal and 
current projections indicate 
the region may have to im- 
port 3.74 mflikm tonnes to 
meet expected shortfalls in 
the 1994/95 marketing year 
ending tins May. 

The report raid the food 


“At tiie request of reg- 
istered buyers in the region, 
whether by member state 
governments, parastatal 
organisations, commodity 
brokers or donor agencies, 
the fund will source, reserve 
and or procure maize (the 
region’s staple food),” it said. 

“Preferably, such maize 
will be surplus production 
available in the region. If 
buyers are constrained by a 
shortage of foreign e xchange , 
loan capital can be advanced 
from the fund in order to 
conclude procurement con- 


tracts," tire report explained. 

Loans from the fund would 
have to be repaid to maintain 
its seed capital. 

SADC — comprising 
Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambkrae, Nami- 
bia, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe and 
South Africa — sec the pro- 
ject as essential particularly 
in the event of food emergen- 
cies wh -i a rapid response is 
crucial. 

While the project would 
initially deal with maize, it is 
envisaged that an expansion 
of capital in the reserve fund 
would allow other staple food 
commodities to be handled in 
a jfimilar manner. 

The report said it was im- 
perative that Southern Afri- 


can states, most of ' whose 
economies are qgricultnral- 
driven, invest in expanding 
production and make provi- 
sions for a safety food net for 
vulnerable populations. 


Agriculture employs up to 
80 per cent of tire total labour 
force in the region and funds 
up to 30 per cent of its foreign 
exchange earnings. 

The report said the per- 
formance of the agricultural 
sector in most member states 
had been “rather disappomt- 
ing,” pointing out production 
had never equalled popula- 
tion demand mid was unlikely 
to do so in the next few years. 

Total demand for maize 
was projected to grow to 
about 70 million tonnes in 
2025 from 27 minion 1987. 


Abdallah A1 Rodhan said 
this month be plans to cot the 
Gulf war-inflated deficit by a 
third' to one bfllioa dinars 
($334 billion) in fiscal 1995/* 
96 starting os July 1. The 
deficit in 1994/95 ^ projected 
at 1302 billion dinars ($5 
bOfion). 

The government plans to 
reduce subaches on petrol 
and services such as water 
and Sectridty and increase 
customs levies but has given 
no details of the measures, 
likely to be unpopular with 
Kuwaitis used, to government 
handouts. 

Economists 
nominate 
academic 
as WTO 
head 

LONDON (R) — Leading 
economists Friday put for- 
ward Indian-born U.S. 
academic Jagtfish Bhagwati 
as their alternative candi d a t e 
to bead the new World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 

In a bid to break a dead- 
lock over who is to lead the 
world’s main trade watchdog, 
23 professors from umvem- 
ties in . the United States, 
Sweden, Japan and Belgium 
together with Yale Universi- 
ty’s Economic Growth Goi- 
tre nominated Dr. Bhagwati, 
professor of trade ec ono mi cs 
at Columbia Universi t y . 

In a letter in Friday’s 
Financial Times n e w s pap er, 
they said, “among the possi- 
ble candidates, we would re- 
commend paxtic&lariy Profes- 
sor Ja gdish Bhagwati.’’ 

The WTO succeeded the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATI) 
on Jan. 1. It so far has 76- 
member states, who have 
been unable to agree on a 
WTO leader. 

The formal candidates are 
ex-Italian trade minis ter Re- 
nata Ruggiero, the candidate 
for the European Union, 
South Korean international 
trade ambassador Khn Cfaid- 
Sn far theAsia-Paafic coun- 
tries and ex-president dados 
Salinas de Gortazi of Mexico. 

Kd tbefr fetter the ccoaodF 
ists argued Dr. Bhagwati was 
an ideal candidate, commit- 
ted tO multilateral trade, 

sensitive to threats to it, and 
able to provide forceful lead- 
ership an it. 

“Bhagwati would appear 
to be a candidate that India 
and the United States could 
cosppi^OT. We hope they 
war,” they said. 

Dr. Bhagwati^ no w* U. S. 
citizen, has successfully 
argued a gyintf jm pnsj ri g im- 
port targets on Japan and 
th re at e nin g trade retaliation 
as part of U.S. efforts to open 
up the Japanese markets to 
foreign imports, they said. 

Dr. Bhagwati worked at 
GATT, the WTO’s predeces- 
sor, as economic policy advis- 
er to then d ir ector-general 
Arthur DunkeL 


EU, Asian leaders 
see summit near 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 
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DAVOS, Switzerland (R) — 
A ffW Tpmi* of European and 
Asian beads of government 
to discuss strengthening eco- 
nomic and political links is 
becoming more of a possibil- 
ity, two key leaders from the 
regions said Saturday. 

Jacques San ter, newly in- 
stalled president of die Euro- 
pean Union’s (ELFs) execu- 
tive commission, told the 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos he raw such a gather- 
ing along lines of two similar 
Asia-Pacific summits being 
held “in the near future”. 

Singapore Prime Munster 
Goh Tok Chong, also speak- 
ing at the annual meeting of 
world business and political 
leaders in the Swiss mountain 
resort, said a Europe- Asia 
summit was “now a distinct 
possibility” within 10 to 16 
months. 

But the two men offered 
differing approaches to the 
issue of cooperation between 
their regions. 

Mr. Sinter, a former prime 
minister of Luxembourg who 
took over the top EU post 
this week, said the union 
“will continue to press for 
further market opening in 
many of the Asian-Pacific 
economies, same of whose markets 
remain impenetrably closed 
for financial services as well 
as goods.” 

“I believe the opening of 
the Asia-Pacific and South 
American regions, politically 
and economically, are an im- 
mense opportunity for the 
European Union to extend its 
influence in toe world,” he 
said. 

- “I therefore welcome and 
will encourage deeper politic- 
at and economic ties with all 
countries in these regions. 1 
welcome toe call for a summit 
between the European Union 
and Asian leaders in die near 
future,” Mr. Santer added. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JANUARY 29, 1995 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Some entert ainm ent matter may go 
awry today but you can still have fan and be busy and aocomptah a 
great deal in some worth-while endeavour that vriD bring a new 
in terest into your Sfe. 

ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) VM are frustrate d in the morning 
and Should set control of yourself -quiddy. Get into 'philosophical 
stnefies vtiricn are helpful. ... .ted 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Not a good day for seeing partners 
who are busy, so tom to more personal affairs mid handle them very 
welL 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Meditate quietly in the morning, then 
be with good friends for the annwements that are mutually liked. Be 
happy. 

MOfflf CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) listen to the idea a friend 
has to offer and forget that gamble you want to take which could be 
da ngerous. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Do not permit some home situations to 
keep yon from some outface ccfcbraiion which is imp ort ant - Drive 
with care. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You have some very good 
ideas that s h o ul d be put into action, so don’t let Bttie duties stop yon. 
LIKA: (September 23 to October 22) Talk over with an expert bow 
yon can better your monetary position now. Be happy at home with 
mate and stop conniving. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Yon have an obsession 
about an activity which should be for gotten, so listen to wise advice 
of an associ at e. 


Mr. Goh told toe forum a 
dialogue between the tw0 ^ T 
gions “will recognise our 
growing interdependence in a 
shrinking world.” 

Headded: ‘It will educate 
both sides to accept the limits 

to which we can or shouidrry 
to influence each other. 

Rejecting calls from 
Europe and the United States 
for a link between labour 
contfitions in emerging eco- 
nomics and trade rules, Mr. 
Gob said Asia “cannot 
achieve overnight the social 

standards that took decades 
and even centuries to achieve 
in Europe itself.” „ 

“Europe must accept this, 
be added. “Barely a century 
ago, the protectionist lobby 
in the U.S. raised a similar 
cry against what it called the 
‘pauper labour of europe’.” 
Mr. Goh said Asia bad no 
wish to see perpetuation of 
sweatshops and low wages. 

Many U.S. and European 
politicians and labour leaders 
argue that such operations 
give toe Asian economies an 
unfair trade advantage by 
m aking their goods cheaper. 

But he said these condi- 
tions would continue to exist 
in Asian countries “as long as 
their supply' of hungry, 
under-employed- labour is 
plentiful.” 

Europe, he said, should 
engage toe Asian states in- 
cluding China “in trade and 
investments that will enable 
them to grow rapidly, soak 
up their labour surpluses and 
provide higher value jobs.” 
trade sanctions — which 
some critics of last year’s 
■GATT world trade accord 
have suggested — “will not 
raise wages and social condi- 
tions in developing countries 
to any artificially imposed 
norms, any more than they 
ran r aim their nati onal in- 
comes,” Mr. Goh said. 



SAGITTARIUS: (November22 to December 21) Avoid one who has 
riven you trouble ia the past and do Mmething thoughtful for those 
nave done you favours. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You have already made 
plans for a happy time 30 don't permit a friend to get you involved in 
some other affairs. , 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febroary.19) Get busy at whatever you 
most enjoy doing and don’t let troratyor home affaire bother yon. 
Tty not to spend too much money. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Store in mind clever ideas about 
the coming week’s activities and men handle some affairs nearby. 

Biithstnoe of Janoaxy: Garent — Rose Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword 
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11111 

HUB 


mmm 
■■ asam aaa 


■■■■ am mmmmm 
mmm mmmm anna 

■ mmm an ■ 

■ aamaamaaaa 

□■■■■ am mmmm 
yam aaaa aaaa 
■■■■■ aaaa am 


56 UnB or energy 

57 PwantegM 

58 Nat In um 
S&Bowar 

60 Ota's (do 

61 Author Etnfe 
G2 Foofahones 
63 Extorted money 

from 

84 tsraeflaMne 


21 Conductor 
Gooni 

22 City In Gecmeny 
25 Gratae fly 

20 — amOon 

27 Tears sp«fl 

28 Engflsh 
composer 

29 Eccertric 
SO Ms. Chase 
31 Dtxfctm&i 


1 Mraartasfl 

2 Gal In fha lab • 33 

3 Author Grey attack 

4 Prepare tor 35 Ward (ob] 

puMeattan . . 36Mmfdcan*o 

3 Shaped a 38Ajrquk*jy 

crossword 39 MstoreHpofa 

puzzle kind . 

6 Engtatype 44 Ftop* highly 

7 Box ai Cheapen aSBadco 

0 German ttar 4a Greek 


. □□□□□ ana □□□□□ 
□ □□□□ DL3Q UQHBD 
Banda auu oaaaa 
Lauuuuauua qdqqb 

UDUU □□□□□ DQQ 

OQD HQQD 

1 □&□□□ □gdqg 

□□□□□□□ DDqQQQn 

□□□a BHQ 
□QD QIIQES □□□□ 
, QQOHQ QDQQIIHCiHn 
□QULD GOD QDBCIQ 
pnOQQ qqq ECEdQ 

BDHHB aaa mnnn 
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47 A Murphy 
« Lite an 
<MflNOffced 

muado 

<0 Toothpaste- 

container 

SO Talk too much 


Si Nobtmm 

.52 Smafler lame 

S3 KM! 'flu n 
54 — brews 
®0*ar winner 
Patricia 
58 State 
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of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


Japan regains shipbuUding title 


Ministry 
of Public 
Wot ks lists 
projects for 
this year 

*☆ The Ministry of Public 
Works is about to invite ten- 
ders to build a ring-road 
around Amman. Tenders will 
also be invited soon to build a 
seven-kilometre, four-lane 
ring-road around Salt. The 
Salt project, the completion 
of which is expected in 1997, 
is estimated to cost JD 2 mil- 
lion- Other projects to be 
carried, out soon are: (1) A 
JD 7 million, 20-kilometre, 
four-lane road linking 
Aqaba-port-Durrah-Saudi 
border; (2) Maintenance of 
the Amman-Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport (JD 6 
million); (3) Opening a six- 
kilometre additional entrance 
to the airport from A1 Qastal 
to serve air cargo operations; 

(4) a new road linking Wadi 
Mousa to Taybeh; 

(5) expanding the Amman- 
Um A1 Am ad - Madaba road 
to become a four-lane, 17.5- 
kilometre highway at (JD 9 
million) — completion ex- 
pected in 1998; 

(6) Rebuilding and expand- 
ing the Zarqa-Yajouz - Al 
Jubeiha road for a 20- 
kilometre length (JD 10 mil- 
lion); (7) Expanding the 
main road between Karak 
and Qarraneh to become four 
lanes (JD 20 million); 
(8) Continuing the construc- 
tion on the Kufur Yuba-Deir 
Abu Saeed-North Shouneh 
road (JD 6 million) (Al 
Ra’i). 

-£r£t It is expected that over 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan re- 
gained the position of the 
world’s top shipbuilding na- 
tion from South Korea last 
year on a 64.1 per cent in- 
crease in orders over the pre- 
vious year, an industry report 
has said. 

The 1994 orders totalled 
9.92 million deadweight ton- 
nes, the highest annual 
| volume for Japan since the 
1973 global oil crisis, surpas- 
sing 6.37 million tonnes for 
South Korea, the Japan 
Ship. Exporters Association 
said. 


the coming^ few days 
io 

iOpe 

(JCO) and the transfer of its 


Cabinet wflj order the .li- 
quidation of the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation 


yjfnS* 


functions to the Agricultural 
Credit Corporation (ACC). 
The role and the functions of 
the Farmers Federation will 
also be transferred to the 
ACC. The liquidation pro- 
cess will first take up the 
Cooperative Bank which will 
be totally dissolved along 
with its 100 staff employees. 
The 550 emplopyees at the 
JCO will either be relocated 
at other government institu- 
tions or be dismissed and 
refened to the social security 
ranks (Al Dustonr). 

•trir The 1995 budgets of 20 
, independent government de- 
partments envisage JD 388.3 
million in revenues, JD 11 
million more than the figure 
■ for 1994. Recurrent spending 
j of the 20 budgets combined is 
■projected at JD 275.3 million 
while capital spending is esti- 
mated at JD 220.3 million, an 
increase of JD 6-3 million 
and JD 32 million respective- 
ly over the 1994 figures. As 
such, the projected deficit of 
the 20 independent depart-, 
.ments amounts to JD 107.3 
million in 1995 compared to 
JD 79.2 million deficit in 
1994. The departments are 
.expected to borrow JD 85.9 
million (JD 38.9 million in- 
ternal barrowing and JD 47 
.million external barrowing) 
this year. Financial support 
from the central government 
as well as loans and other 
saving measures will be used 
to edver the projected deficit 
(Al Ra’i). 

■trtr The Economic Consulta- 
tive Council has been restruc- 
tured and now includes: The 
prime minister (president), 
and the ministers of educa- 
tion, finance, transport, in- 
dustry and trade, planning, 
public works, supply, agricul- 
ture, labour, energy, tourism 
and irrigation. Other mem- 
bers are the governor of the 
Central Bank, the bead of the 
Social Security Corporation, 
the economic adviser at the 
Prime Ministry, presidents of 
industry and commerce 
chambers, presidents of the 
business, banks and insur- 
ance associations, president 
of the Fanners Federation, 
the contractors’ association 
chief, the secretary-general 
of the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Trade Unions, president 
of the Consumers Protection 
Society, the Amman Finan- 
cial Market head and Mes- 
sers: Sabih Al Masri, Khalil 
Talbouni, Jawad Hadid, 
Munther Al Share’ and Elia 
Nuqul (Al Aswaq). 


It was the first time for 
three years that Japan had 
overtaken South Korea in 
contracts before South Ko- 
rean rivals had stepped up 
sales following the expansion 
of facilities, the association 
said, adding that it expected 
‘tougher competition in the 
current year. 

“Thiss year, the annual 
level won't be so high as last 
year," said Yuichi Wacanabe, 
the association's executive 
director. 

The annual volume in 


tonnage rose for the second 
straight year, reflecting a re- 
covery in ship prices after a 
two-year slump, the associa- 
tion 'said. 

In 1994, Japanese shipbuil- 
ders received orders for 259 
ships, up from the previous 
year’s 165, including 55 
freighters (1.73 million ton- 
nes) and 148 bulk carriers 
(4.91 million tonnes). 

In December alone, rhey 
received orders for 31 ships 
(1.06 million tonnes), up 
from 15 ships (521.440 ton- 
nes) a year earlier. 
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BOOSING BANK CENTER MOON - SHMSZSANI 
TELEPHONE: 660170 / 663170 

ORGANIZED MARKET SEARS PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 28/01/1995 



COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NSW 

BANK OF JORDAN 

IND USTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

THE BOOSING BANE 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN GULF BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BASK 

ONION HANK FOR SAVING £ INVESTMENT 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB HANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANE. 


NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 

560 
4380 
1260 
9478 
62 
7700 
3542 
1450 
19719 
100 
25450 
11 50 
1250 


VALUE PREV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
JD PRICE 


103470 

19357 

5362 

34119 

176 

46895 

10799 

2288 

75492 

510 

36656 

4773 

2000 


1B4.500 

4.420 

4.270 

3.650 

2.850 

6.180 

3.040 

1.580 

3.870 

5.100 

1.440 

4.200 

1.600 


185.000 

4.410 

4.220 

3.600 
2.850 

6.050 

3.050 
1.550 
3.830 
5.100 
1.430 
4.150 

1.600 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


76101 341895 INDEX NUMBER: 159.82 

CHANGE t -0.111 


UNITED INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
UHXTSO MIDDLE EAST fi COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT 6 EDUCATION 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

THE ARAB POTASH/NEW 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFIXARY 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 6 AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN W O RST ED MILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JOR DAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
SPINNING £ WEAVING 
RAPZA INDUSTRIES 

ARAB INVESTMENT fi XXERHAXXOKAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING G TRADING 

NATIO NAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEMXCAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

JORDA N IND USTRIES G KATCH/JXMCO 

AR AB CE NTER FOR FHARH. fi CHEMICALS 

KAWTHER INVESTMENT 

UNIV ERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

INDUS T RIAL .SB C.T.O.* . 


2750 

2750 


30581 

12400 

150 

6921 

5000 

8000 

7100 

2200 

72468 


10657 

240 

2179 

163 

3400 

2966 

625 

133 

2400 

200 

2073 

4800 

779 

36620 

1950 

500 

200 

1000 

650 

2322 

2000 

1200 

4999 


7838 

7838 


47SS2 

1B22B 

750 

23376 

11500 

9340 

16972 

7913 

135768 


31454 

1223 

20917 

672 

26716 

15258 

3844 

301 

6430 

520 

5712 

4849 

5460 

31354 

2752 

2050 

si? 

4408 

520 

6222 

3600 

5003 

11025 


3.000 2.B50 


INDEX NUMBER: 136.68 
CHANGE : 0.00* 


1.550 

1.480 

5.050 

3.380 

2.290 

1.190 

2.400 

3.600 


1.560 

1.470 

5.000 

3.370 

2.300 

1.150 

2.390 

3.6C0 


INDEX NUMBER: 133.17 
CHANGE i -0.33* 


82056>- 190803 


GRAND TOTAL 


233375 


2.950 

2.950 

5.150 

5.100 

9.610 

9.600 

4.200 

4.150 

. 7.900 

7.850 

5.150 

5.130 

6.250 

6.150 

2.300 

2.270 

2.700 

2.650 

2.630 

2.600 

2.770 

2.750 

1.020 

1.010 

7.100 

7.000 

.870 

.850 

1.430 

2.410 

4.150 

4.100 

2.610 

2.580 

4.480 

4.380 

.810 

.800 

2.710 

2.680 

1.760 

1.800 

4.170 

4-270 

2.220 

2.200 

INDEX NUMBER: '126.68 

CHANGE 

■■■anna mm 

: -0.36* 


676303 


INDEX NUMBER; 144.16 
CHANGE : -0.21* 


NO. OF TRADED SHARKS IK PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


184198 

223968 
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Cairo Amman Bank 


UJS. Dollar In Incamacionitl Markets 


Currency - 

New yoot 
ClCM 

26/1/45 

New /c-.fc 
Clate 

B-, c7///95 

SUrfn* Pound® 

r.5905 

1.5395 

Deutsche Marti 

r.5t/s 

1.5150 

Swiss Franc 

1.2760 

1.2756 

French Franc 

5. 2550 

5.T595 

Japanese Yen 

99.45 

99. 3t 

European Curran y Cnil 

1.2450 

l.24t>3 


“ USD Per STC 
“ fw Op«*M ST »«• — GMT 


Bnoou wu qi Intamt Sana 


: 27 ,'1/1995 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

UA Dollar 

5.75 

6.06 

6.50 

7.12 

Sterling Pound 

6.00 

6.37 

6.tl 

7.56 

Deutsche Mark 

4.6S 

4.11 

5.06 

5.50 

Swiss Franc 

3.50 

3.75 

4.00 

4.37 

French Franc 

5.5 1 

5.50 

5.57 

6.43 

Japanese Yen 

1.06 

2.06 

2.06 

2.1i 

European Currency Unit 

5.71 ’ 

. 5.9t 

6.32 

6.93 


Inurfeuli hid mo far i 


IdN.M or eqan’ikflL 


•: 27/ 1/1445 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Cold 

377.25 

7.60 

Sihrr 

4.6t 

0.111 


Gtatnl Bank of Inniln brdhango Kata Nnllailn 


« 2t/t;l99S 


Currency 

Bid 

.Offer 

UJS. Dollar 

0.6970 

0.6990 

Sterling Pound 

1.1056 

Mill 

Deutsche Marti 

0.4597 

0.4620 

Swiss Franc 

0.5460 

0.5447 

Freadi Franc 

0.1324 

0.1331 

Japanese Yen 0 

0.7017 

0.7052 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4100 

0.4120 

Swedish Krona 



Itafian Lira* 

0.0434 

0.0436 

Belgian Franc 




Jordan Times 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and buDding lots 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810909 
010520 
Fax: 810520 



• Ha- no 

Othar Ounodw 


28/1/1495 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Wohmiiii Dinar 

1.0330 

I. 1450 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.041355 

0.042245 

Sand! Riyal 

0.1252 

0.1264 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3150 

Z.3*5<1 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1902 

0.1915 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.274O 

Omani Riyal 

I .2010 

LJHZQ. 

UAE Dirham 

0.1292 

0.1904 

Grad: Drachma* 

0.2735 

0.3265 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4/45 

1.5323 


Aiimui! - first circle 

opposite in \o i:\m\ssY 

. i l l ..: 654205 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gefc- 

• JUMBO photo 
sbe 30% tmrgmr 

• Free enfar**- 

ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeksni - Opp- Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: S23891 
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Hong Kong seen handling 70% 
of world watch trade — in time 


TOKYO (AFP) — Global 
watch output levelled off last 
year, depressed by flat pro- 
duction in world leaders 
Japan and Hong Kong, which 
offset increased output in 
Switzerland, Citizen Watch 
Co. Ltd. said Friday, 

The world's largest watch- 
maker also said Hong Kong's 
role as an intermediary cen- 
tre for the global watch trade 
would continue to grow, 
eventually making ir re- 
sponsible for handling about 
70 per cent of all watches. 

In its annual review of the 
world watch industry, CiTizen 
said global production grew 1 
0.4 per cent to an estimated 
1.07 billion pieces last year. 

Japanese output edged up 
0.3 per cent to 392. million 
pieces and Hong Kong's pro- 
duction was unchanged at 345 
million pieces. 

Swiss production grew 12.5 


per cent from a year earlier to 
135 million pieces but watch 
production elsewhere drop- 
ped 4.9 per cent to 195 mil- 
lion pieces, depressed by de- 
clining output in other Euro- 
pean coumries. 

"Production of chablon 
(parts) and movements of 
analog watches were further 
concentrated in Japan and 
Switzerland.'* the company 
said. "On the other hand, 
production of completed 
watches is further expanding 
in China and other South 
East Asian countries." 

In Japan, the output of 
analog quartz watches grew 
five per cent to 356 million 
pieces while the production 
of digital quartz watches 
plunged 27 per cent to 22 
million pieces. Japan's output 
of mechanical watches also 
declined, tumbling 30 per 
cent to 14 million" pieces. 


Citizen said the value of 
Japanese production was also 
down sharply, falling 11 per 
cent from a year earlier to 
273 billion yen (S2.7 billion)'. 

“This drop*was due to the 
decrease in the proportion of 
completed watches and that 
of the average unit sales 
price," the survey said. 

In Hong Kong, the com- 
pany noted that digital watch- 
es exported from the British 
colony were ‘‘almost always” 
produced under subcontract 
in China, along with more 
than half of the casing work 
for completed analog watch- 
es. 

“Hong Kong's role as an 
intermediary trade centre will 
grow in the future, making it 
responsible for the intermedi- 
ary handling of approximate- 
ly ’70 per cent of the world's 
watches," the company said. 

In Switzerland, despite the 


strong increase in production 
volumes, the value of produc- 
tion “seems to have increased 
only slightly," Citizen said. 

“The increase in the num- 
ber of pieces is due to an 
increase in chablon and 
movements, although the 
number of completed watch- 
es decreased due to a slow- 
down in sales of plastic-cased 
watches. Exports to South 
East Asian countries in par- 
ticular increased, accounting 
for more than 50 per cent of 
total exports," the company 
added. 

Citizen said the small in- 
crease in the value of Swiss 
production reflected favour- 
able sales of watches with 
precious metal cases. Produc- 
tion of such watches grew an 
estimated six per cent by 
volume and eight per cent by 
value. 


Palestinian industries depend on Israel 


By Khattab S alm a n 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Raw materials 
for the industrial sector in 
Gaza and the West Bank sre 
imported largely from Israel, 
and most of The production is 
marketed in Israel, according 
to a study conducted by the 
Centre for Jewish-Arab Eco- 
nomic Development. 

The study conducted last 
year and covered every 
Palestinian industrial installa- 
tion with more than 15 em- 
ployees. indicated that 78 per 
cent of the installations are 
industrial, 13 per cent are in 
foodstuff manufacturing, one 
per cent agricultural, and 
nine per cent are of other 
specialities. 

The study reported that 59 


per cent of the raw materials 
needed for Palestinian indus- 
tries are imported from 
Israel. 16.4 per cent from 
abroad, and 24.6 per cent are 
available locally. At the same 
time 35 per cent of Palesti- 
nian producers market an 
average of 2.5 per cent of 
their production in Israel, 
and that 50 per cent are 
dependent mainly on the 
Israeli market. ’ . . 

The study, which explored 
the impact of the interim 
period on Palestinian indus- 
tries, showed that currently 
only 11. 8 per cent of these 
industries are operating with 
90-100 per cent of their full 
capacity — 2.6 per cent with 
80-90 per cent. 35 per cent 
with 60-S0 per cent, and 23. 1 
per cent with less than 50 per 


cent of their full capacity. 

The study explained that 
these low levels of production 
are due to huge competition 
because of similar products. 

According to the study, the 
machinery of these industries 
are 92.3 per cent imported 
from abroad, 5.6 per cent 
from Israel and one per cent 
are manufactured locally in 
Gaza and the West Bank. 
The industrial installations 
are 52 per cent privately / 
individually owned, 31 per 
cent goes in partnership of 
two or three owners, and 17 
per cent are corporated. 

The major problems facing 
Palestinian industries' 
according to the study, are 
capitals, especially fixed ex- 
penses, then comes raw 


materials and marketing. The 
study also indicated that the 
cost of production in the 
West Bank is lower than that 
in Israel, but it is even lower 
in Gaza than the West Bank. 

Concerning anticipated 
growth, the study estimated 
that the rate would reach 65 
per cent in the first year, 16 
per cent in the second, and 10 
pier cent in the third vear- 

69.2 per cent Palestinian 
industrialists expected posi- 
tive impacts if a free zone was 
established, 75.9 per cent 
were ready to cooperate with 
Israeli companies through 
common marketing, subcon- 
tracting and joint ventures. 
Currently 52.8 per cent of 
Palestinian producers are 
subcontracting with Israeli 
producers. 


officials 

norhic conditions, President 
Rafsanjani announced yet 
another crackdown on shop- 
keepers and businessmen 
making a killing on the mar- 
ket. 

But judging by the remarks 
made by Ayatollah Jannati, 
who said that prices are still 
rising, the drive has been less 
than successful. 

Ayatollah Jannati criticised 
the government for being soft 
on capitalists and other 
wrongdoers, and called on 
the judiciary to order flog- 
gings, which is widely prac- 
tised in Iran and some other 
Muslim countries. 


Iranian cleric: Lash crooked capitalists, 


NICOSIA (AP) — Amid a 
growing outcry against cor- 
ruption in Iran, a senior cleric 
called on the Tehran govern- 
ment Friday to lash capitalists 
and government officials who 
enriching themselves through 
graft and illegal dealings. 

“There's no other way to 
deal with such people." 
Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati 
said in a weekly sermon at 
Tehran University which was 
broadcast by Tehran Radio 
and monitored in Cyprus. 

Ayatollah Jannati. a close 
aide of spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
said that a number of capital- 
ists had recently driven up 


gold prices by buying up 
government-issued gold coins 
and causing a shortage on die 
market. 

Journalists in Tehran said 
that gold prices had doubled 
over the last few Tveeks. 

Ayatollah Jannati said 
there were some who were 
making millions overnight, 
while most of Iran's 60 mil- 
lion people do not even have 
enough to eat. 

“More and more luxury 
cars are being imported every 
day. and being driven past 
those who don’t even own a 
bicycle,” said Ayatollah Jan- 
nati, a member of several key 


government committees. 

Iran's 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion was supposed to close 
the divide between rich and 
poor. But more than 15 years 
later, the rich are 'growing' 
richer and while the poor — 
who make up the bulk of the 
population — sink deeper 
into poverty. 

President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani and Ayatollah Khamenei 
have both warned that cor- 
rupt officials as well as hoar- 
ders and profiteers will be 
prosecuted. 

Late last year, in response 
to growing public dissatisfac- 
tion with deteriorating eco- 
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NFL Super Bowl a multi-media circus 
Chargers discount predictions of blowout 



MIAMI (Agencies) — Don't 
ljunk of it as a football game. 
Think of it as a multi-media 
event, a 10-ring jamboree 
with jocks, jugglers, dancers 
and snakes, and 135,000 
slices of pepperoni pizza. 

Welcome to the Super 
Bowl, America's answer to 
this bread and circuses of 
millenia past. The best (or at 
least the most) of Hotlywood- 
style hype and techno-glitz 
from a country never known 
as the world's wall flower. 

The official purpose of the 
gathering is the cham- 
pionship game Sunday be- 
tween the San Francisco 
49ers and San Diego Char- 
gers. But with ail signs point- 
ing to a boring 49ers rout. 
National Football League 
officials have gone into over- 
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drive on the hoopla front. 

A week of non-stop par- 
tying and corporate promo- 
tion will be capped by a full 
bill of entertainment wrap- 
ped around the three-hour 
game at Joe Robbie Stadium, 
which will be televised to 750 
million people in 174 coun- 
tries. 

Pre-game festivities will in- 
clude Latin pop idol Sergio 
Mendes and country music 
star Hank Williams Jnr. The 
national anthem will be sung 
by Kathie Lee Gifford with 
Heather Whitestone. the first 
deaf Miss America, perform- 
ing it in sign language. 

For the traditional half- 
time show, the NFL has 
brought in the heavy artil- 
lery: Walt Disney Attractions 
will stage a three-act Indiana 








San Diego Chargers starting quarterback Stan Humphries 
looks to pass as quarterback Gale Gilbret (background) 
does the same 27 January at the Dolphins Training Facility 
in Davie FI. The Chargers will take on the NFC Champion 
San Francisco 49ers in Super Bowl XXIX January 29 in 
Miami (AFP photo) 


Jones adventure titled “The 
Temple of the Forbidden 
Eye.” 

More than 1,000 perfor- 
mers will take the field here, 
including tumblers, rock and 
belly dancers, firebreathers 
and' snake charmers, for the 
gala headlined by singers 
Tony Bennett and Patti 
La belle. 

While providing a visual 
feast on the field. Super Bowl 
organisers are readying a 
glutton's delight for the 

75.000 fans in the stands, 
with such local delicacies as 
stuffed yuca and Cuban pas- 
tries. 

They are also preparing 

20.00 pretzels, 6.000 pounds 
of chicken. 40.000 hot dogs 
and 135,000 slices of pizza 
which can be washed down 
with 18,600 gallons of keg 
beer and 5.000 cases of can- 
ned brew that will be on 
hand. 

The extravaganza has even 
spilled over outside the sta- 
dium where the league has 
mounted a 650.000 square 
feet (59.000 square metre) 
theme park called "The NFL 
Experience." 

The park provides more 
than 50 interactive exhibits, 
inviting youths and the not- 
so-young to test their run- 
ning. passing or playcalling 
skills, get their picture taken 
in football garb, and spend 
money. 

Above all. spend money. 

Under a yawning tent, 
football and other sports 
merchandisers have laid out a 
mind-boggling array of goods 
for sale, including no less 
than 18 different styles of 
Super Bowl T-Shirts, jerseys, 
jackets and helmets. 

You can buy signed foot- 
balls. player statues, posters, 
commemorative milk caps, 
pins. mugs, table tops, trad- 
ing cards, and other items 
carrying the coveted NFL 
logo. 

The league estimates that it 
i sold some $3 billion worth of 
merchandise in 1993. com- 
pared to $2.8 billion for base- 
ball and $2. 1 billion for U.S. 
pro basketball. 

Vendors hoped to rake in 
some $25 million around the 
Super Bowl alone. And the 


league sees only more boom 
times ahead for its merchan- 
dising arm. NFL properties. 

“The game continues to 
achieve higher levels of 
prosperity which translates to 
the success of products bear- 
ing NFL teams and logos.” 
said Jim Connelly, vice presi- 
dent of worldwide retail 
licensing. 

Chargers confident 

The San Diego Chargers 
discount predictions of a Su- 
per Bowl blowout. They ex- 
pect that San Francisco will 
be able to stay dose. 

The Chargers are saying 
they plan to~win. Oddsma le- 
ers. on the other hand, say 
the 49ers will fleece, flatren. 
trounce, trample, thrash, 
bash, blitz, berate, deflate, 
confuse, abuse and defuse 
the Chargers. 

San Francisco is favoured 
by 19 points — the largest 
point spread in Super Bowl 
history. That means a final 
score of 26-7. Or 39-20. our 
50-31. 

The Chargers may.be the 
only people in America who 
think they can win. 

“According to the national 
news, we're not supposed to 
be here." San Diego line- 
backer Junior Seau said. 

“All it does is show you’re 
not respected, and you're not 
to the level where you should 
be respected yet. To get that, 
you have to do something 
rare. That's to win the Super 
Bowl.” 

It should be noted that the 
previous largest Super Bowl 
point spreaa was 18 points, 
and in that game, the under- 
dogs won. Quarterback Joe 
Namath and the New York 
Jets pulled off an upset he 
guaranteed, beating Balti- 
more 16-7 in 1969 at Miami. 

With the lack of news, 
media questions keep coming 
back to one subject — the 
unprecedented point spread. 

“I don’t like it,” 49era 
coach George Seifert said. 
“It demonstrates disrespect 
for San Diego. There must be 
something special about 
them, or they wouldn't be 
here.” 
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Pippen unapologetic 
over suspension 

ORLANDO. Fla. (AP) — undergo a 



San Diego Chargers running back Eric Bieniemy stretches 
out during -Ihe. Chargers team practice (AFP photo) 


“To me, it wouldn't be an 
upset if we come out and win 
the game,” Chargers running 
back Natrone Means said. 
“We’re capable of winning.” 

But don't bet on it. Ail 
signs point in favour of the 
49eis. 

They led the National 
Football League in scoring 
and eliminated two-time de- 
fending league champion 
Dallas to reach the Super 
Bowl for the fifth time since 
1982. The Changers, picked 
by some to finish last in the 
AFC West, struggled after a 
6-0 start and needed desper- 
ate rallies in both playoff 
games to earn their first Su- 
per Bowl berth. 

“The 49ers have had a lot 
more success than we've had 
in the past,” San Diego quar- 
terback Stan Humphries said. 
“But we’re both here now, 
and it all comes down to 
Sunday.” 

The Chargers are bucking 
not only 49ers tradition, but 


National Football Confer- 
ence tradition as well. The 
conference has won 10 con- 
secutive Super Bowls. 

At this point, it’s fair to 
wonder whether an AFC- 
team could beat Tampa Bay 
in the Super Bowl. Recent 
NFC victories have been by 
such margins as 45, 36, 35, 32 
and 22 points. 

And none of those teams 
was favoured by 19. 

“It's not really a slam on 
the talent we have,” San 
Diego linebacker David 
Griggs said with a shrug. “It’s 
an indication of what the 
AFC has done the last 10 
years. I think the media is 
looking at the AFC as a 
19-point underdog, and not. 
looking at the Chargers as 
19-point underdogs. 

“We’re not saying it should 
be even up. We’re under- 
dogs. But they can’t take the 
19-point-Spread. take the tro- - 
phy and go .home.. They've 
got to beat us." 


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 
Chicago Bolls forward Scot- 
tie Pippen, fined and sus- 
pended for throwing a chair 
after being ejected from a 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion game Tuesday, said his 
only regret is thar he hadn’t 
tossed die referee instead of 
the chair. 

Pippen sat out the Chicago 
Bulls’ 102-99 loss to the 
Orlando Magic Thursday 
night and will pay a $6,000 
fine for his tautnun in a game 
in Chicago against the San 
Antonio Spurs. 

*T wish I had not thrown 
that chair onto the court I 
wish that chair had been the 
referee instead," Pippen 
said, according to Friday’s 
Chicago Sun-Times. 

Pippen was ejected by re- 
feree Joe Crawford after 
twice calling the referee's 
attention to what be believed 
were 3-second violations by 
the Spurs’ Dennis Rodman. 

Pippen said be was angry 
because he wasn’t abusive in 
twiVmg to the refs and his 
ejection .probably cost the 
BoDs the game. 

*1 threw the chair because 
I felt I might as well get my 
money’s worth,” Pippen told 
the Sun-Times. “Joe is one of 
those guys who just tries to 
intimidate you with his whis- 
tle.” 

Pippen made his comments 
Thursday after being named 
to tire NBA AD-Star team. 

Pippen, who leads the 
Bulls m nearly every statistic-' 

wmSite ammatM Meanm 

11-point lead in their lorn to 
tire Magic. 

The Rppen-Ied Bulls Mew 
out Orlando earlier this 
month 109-77, a game in 
which the star forward had 26 
points, 11 assists and 10 re- 
bounds. 

“We lost tins ball game and 
we should have won it,” Bulls 
guard B.J. Armstrong said. 
“We just came up short and 
weren't able to dose them 
out.” 

Mavs forward gets new 

. . tests - 

Roy Tarpley’s right knee is 
b otherin g him, he’s unhappy 
with his playing time and he’s 
having mood swings-. 

But the reason me Dallas 
Mavericks forward will 


next few days * 
related, Tarpley and ^ 
agent George Andrews saw 

I haven’ 1 

any tests,” said Taiptey. who 
since returning from two 
yean in the Cheek leagne is 

tested daily for drug and ateo- 

boluse. “But I didn’t need to 
be told that I abeady knew, 
rve been telling you guys 
that all along.” ^ 

Still, Tarpley’s aftercare 
counselors, led by Dr. Lloyd 
Baccus of Atlanta, want to 
know why the 2.13-meter (7- 
foot-0) center-forward has re- 
portedly behaved erratically 
before and during several 
Mavericks games the past 
month. m . , , 

“Fm not sure what and or 
tiling s they’re planning to 
do," Tarpley said. ‘They’re 
supposed to be getting back 
to me. It’s another of these 
tilings I have to do. I guess 
they’re going to pick me 
apart and put me back 


Keith Grant, Mavericks 
director of player personnel, 
said he can’t comment on the 
aftercare, bat added that Tar- 
pley’s sore knee could force 
nhn to go on the injured list 
and arias at least five games. 
He’s sat out the last six. 

“If he’s not in compliance 
of his aftercare programme. 
I'm sure the league will take 
appr op r iate action,” Grant 


Tarpley returned to the 
NBA this season after serving 
three years of a lifetime ban 
for violating the league’s sub- 
stance abuse policy. He’s 
averaging 25 minutes in 26 of 


When asked about his be- 
haviour and feelings lately, 
Tarpley asked, “who doesn’t 
have mood swings? 

“This has been a rap about 
me forever. At least, Tm able 
to lan gh about it now. To a 
point” 

. . Results 

Boston 117, Golden State 91 
Phoenix 188, Philadelphia 107 
Portland 87, Cleveland 77 
Charlotte 105, New York 96 
MSunl 96, MOwatrifee 87 
8Bfcfee96ta : 182 t ' BsBmt 94 
Denver 96 , New Jersey 96 


First 1995 Grand Prix car revealed 


SILVERSTONE, England 
(AFP) — The first Grand 
Prix car built to the radical 
1995 rules, a Jordan Peugeot 
195, was unveiled here Fri- 
day, with designer Gary 
Anderson predicting the sea- 
son would see “a lot more, 
better and more spectacular 
racing." 

The new rules cut engine 
size from 3,5 to 3 litres and 
radically change the aerody- 
namics to slow the cars and 
improve driver safety. 

Teams have “basically all 
had to start our aerodynamic 
research programmes again," 
said Anderson. He said it 
should be good “because it’s 
brought everybody back to 
the same starting point and 
the racing should be closer.” 

The cars should also put 
greater emphasis on driver 
skill because they will have 
less down force and will tend 
to slide more through cor- 
ners, he said. 

The new car was only 
finished hours before the roll- 
out. “I was up until 6 a.m. 
today helping build it,” 
Anderson said. 

Peugeot has joined Jordan 
for a three-year contract, 
having been dropped by 
McLaren after only one year.. 
France’s Total oil company 
have also joined up, and 
team owner Eddie Jordan 
said the new backing had 
enabled them to start a sepa- 
rate test team for faster de- 
velopment of the new car. 

It will run for the first time 
next week, weather permit- 
ting, at the Silverstone track 
opposite the Jordan factory. 

Drivers will again be Brazi- 
lian Rubens Barrichello and 
Eddie Irvine from Northern 
Ireland, Jordan pointing out 
that his was the only team 
apart from Ferrari to have 
retained the same drivers 
from last year. 

“It was an easy choice," he 
said, noting Barrichello last 
year became the youngest 
driver ever to win a pole 


position while Irvine had 
scored Championships points 
after a difficult Formula One 
debut. 

“Both could win races this 
year," Jordan said. 

“Everything is now in 
place for 1995, and I think 
the combination presents us 
with our best opportunity yet 
for success. I’m extremely 
excited about the year 
ahead." 

Jordan, Anderson and 
other members of the team 
are Irish, and backing for the 
team from the Irish Ministry 
of Tourism and Trade will 
continue for a second year, 
announced the new minister, 
Enda Kenny. 

He said the team would be 
used to support Irish tourism 
and trade in the countries 
where the 16 Grands Prix are 
held. 

Jordan noted that last year 
his team, using the Hart en- 
gine from a small specialist 
builder, had already been 
able to compete with the 
“Big Four" — Benetton 
Ford. Williams Renault, 
McLaren Peugeot and Fer- 
rari. 

“We took our first pole, 
podiums, and led races,” he 
said, predicting an even clos- 
er fight with the Big Four this 
season. 

“We blew away the Ferrar- 
is big time," added Irvine 
with a grin. “This year, if 
we’re lucky, we could have a 
win.” 

The new car, with a body- 
work sweeping dramatically 
to a narrow rear, features a 
seven-speed semi-automatic 
gearbox which Anderson said 
can change from 7th to 1st 
gear in 0.15 seconds — “you 
don’t pay a penalty any more 
for having seven gears." 

The system enables 
Peugeot to increase power at 
the top of the range of the 
new 3 litre engine, which was 
installed in the new car but 
has not yet been run in anger. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


The clutch is operated by m DKIEr 

hand, with only brake and 

accelerator pedals. 

Formula One drivers for 1995 Vienna and Paris host European finals 


The International Auto- 
mobile Federation (FI A) 
announced the following list 
of drivers registered for the 
1995 Formula One world 
championship: 

1. Michael Schumacher 
(Germany/Benetton-Renanlt) 

2. Johnny Herbert (GB/ 
Benetton-Renauit) 

3. Ukyo Katayama (Japan/ 
Tyrrefl-Yamaha) 

4. To Be Announced 
(Tyrrefl-Yamaha) 

5. Damon Hill (GB/WflHams- 
Renanlt) 

6. David Coulthard (GB/ 
Wimams- Renault) 

7. TBA (McLaren-Mercedes) 

8. Mika HaUtinenfFlnland/ 
McLaren-Mercedes) 

9. TBA (Footwork-Hart) 

10. TBA (Footwork-Hart) 

11. Hideki Noda (Japan/ 
Simtek-Ford) 

12. TBA (Shntek-Ford) 

14. Rubens Barrichello 
(Braza/Jordan-Pengeot) 

15. Eddie Irvine (Ireland/ 
Jordan- Peugeot) 

16. TBA (Pacific-Ford) 

17. TBA (Pacific-Ford) 

19. TBA (Larronsse-Ford) 

20. Erik Comas (France/ 
Larroosse-Ford) 

21. Pedro Diniz (Brazil/Forti- 
Ford) 

22. TBA (Forti-Ford) 

23. Pierluigi Martini (Italy/ 
Minardi) 

24. Lnca Badoer (Italy/ 
Minardi) 

25. TBA (Ligier-Mugen Hon- 
da) 

26. Olivier Pauls (France/ 
Ligier-Mngen Honda) 

27. Jean Alesi (France/ 
Ferrari) 

28. Gerhard Berger (Austria/ 
Ferrari) 

29. Karl Wcndlinger 
(Anstria/Sauber-Ford) 

30. Heinz-Haraid Frentzen 
(Germany /Sauber-F ord ). 


GENEVA (AFP) — Vienna and Paris will host the 
European Cup and Cup Winners Cup finals respectively, 
European football's ruling body UEFA announced Friday. 
Five years after AC Milan’s 1-0 victory over Benfica, the 
Austrian capital will yet again host the continent’s 
showpiece event on May 24. And the Parc des Princes in 
Paris will entertain the European Cup Winners Cup 
finalists on May 10, even if French dub Auxerre reach the 
final, UEFA confirmed. The French capital last staged a 
final in 1975 when Bayern Munich beat Leeds 2-0 in the 
European Cup. 

McKoy sets European 50-metre hurdles record 

MOSCOW (AP) — Olympic champion Mark McKoy set a 
European record in the 50-metre hurdles Friday at the 
Nike- Seldom World Gass competition, Russia’s premier 
indoor track and field meet. McKoy, who competed in the 
Olympics for Canada but last year received Austrian 
citizenship, was timed in 6.39 seconds. McKoy, the 1992 
Olympic gold medallist in the 1 10-metre hurdles and -the 
1993 world indoor champion in the 60-metre hurdles, is the 
world indoor record-holder for the 50 hurdles at 6.25, set in 
1986 when he was competing for Canada. Sergei Bubka of 
Ukraine, the only pole vaulter ever to clear 20 feet (6 
metres), indoors or outdoors, made his first appearance in 
Moscow of the post-Soviet era. He won at 19-0 1/4 (5.7 
metres), then missed at 19-8 1/2 (5.9 metres). Dennis 
Mitchell of the United States, the world's top-ranked 
100-metre sprinter, finished third in the 50-metre dash. 
0.12 seconds behind Canadian Brany Surin’s winning time 
of 5.64. Frankie Frederick's of Namibia was second at 5-74. 

Romano leaves to boos on Brazilian return 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Brazilian soccer star Romario 
made a disappointing return to South American football on 
Friday, withdrawing to boos after 75 minutes of his new 
side Flamengo's 1-1 draw in a friendly with Uruguay. 
Romario, bought by the Rio Gub for $43 million from 
Barcelona of Spain earlier this month, appeared unfit and 
failed to create any dear scoring chances before leaving the 
field complaining of a sore elbow. A crowd of 47,000 in the 
city of Goiania in Brazil's interior flocked to see the return 
of the striker voted the best player of the 1994 World Cup. 
But it was young striker Nelio who gave Flamengo the lead 
after 15 minutes. After hitting the woodwork three times, 
an understrength Uruguay equalised with eight minutes 
remaining through Dorta. Romano’s World Cup winning 
team mate Branco, who also signed for Flamengo this 
month, seemed ro struggle playing in midfield and was 
substituted halfway into the second half. 



Volunteer hej^iers of the planned 'Skiing World the organising committee that the event wffl 
Championships listen to an announcement of not take place (AFP photo) 

Gloom hits Sierra Nevada after 
cancellation of championship 


SIERRA NEVADA (R) — - 
Friday brought dear skies 
and brilliant sunshine to 
Spain’s Sierra . Nevada buz 
organisers of the 1995 Alpine 
Skiing World Cham- 
pionships, postponed on 
Thursday until next year, 
were in sombre mood. 

‘Tve felt better than I do 
this morning," Jeronimo 
Paez. bead of the Spanish 
organising committee, said 
on Friday as the arduous job 
of dismantling the cham- 
pionship village began. 

It’s impossible to say how 
much has been lost but it 
won’t be cheap.” he said. “It 
depends how good we are at 
managing things in the com- 
ing year." 

Paez said $350 million had 
been ploughed into infras- 
tructure projects in Andalu- 
sia, traditionally one of 
Spain's poorest regions and 
the area of the country har- 
dest hit by recent years of 
drought. 

Some 70 per cent of that 


money was spent in Granada 
while the rest went to Sierra 
Nevada itself, be said. 

Artificial snow, churned 
out daily throughout January 
in a desperate attempt to 
cover parched pistes, - cost 
organisers $25 million alone. . 

But Paez insisted the 
majority of costs would be 
recouped when the cham- 
pionships return to Andalusia 
in ayearis time. 

“This was an investment in 
the resort. The cham- 
pionships are the catalyst for 
the investment and ... the 


main thing is we still have 
them here next year,” . he 
said. 

“We have insurance to 
cover the main cost of prepa- 
rations and most of the spon- 
sors we have will not cause us 
problems. 

The championships, post- 
poned here after two months 


of crippling water shortages 
in which only a sprinkling ,of 
snow has fallen on the Sier- 


ra’s highest peaks, were to 
have brought almost 500 
competitors to Spain from 48 
national teams. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

1. Ground floor consisting of 2 bed rooms and one small 
roan with salon, dining room and kitchen, front and 
back gardens. With private telephone and central 
heating. 

2. We have a small flat consisting of one bedroom, timing 

room, salon, bathroom, and kitchen with central heatina 
and a garden. . . • 

Location: Shmeisani hear the former Yugoslav Embassy 

Tel.: 681658 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 




Gnema Tel.: 677420 

•CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Sylvester Stallone - Sharon Stone 


Arabic 

Shows: 1230, 3:30. fc3Q, 8:30, 10-J0 

The movie: The Lion 
King will be shown at 5 
p.m. every evening as well 
as extra shows on Fridays 
.and Thursdays at 10:30 


Shows: I2J0. 3 JO. b. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Harrison Ford - Whitney Houston - 

THE BODYGUARD 

.Shows: 3. 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


SUM’A in the satirical play 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed by 
Mohammad A! Shawaqfeh 
Daily from 8 pjn. 
Children's Play 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram Abul Ragheb 
Daily at 10:30 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AI Mashiwi Theatre 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all ; 
day 



Presents: 

The political satire: 

A1 SALAMI YA SALAM. 

at 8:30 p.m. 

’ ffor re8enf ^^ 5 plaa# ® <at! 

Theatre is closed on 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Overworked Sampras faces 
Inderdone Agassi today 


JLBOURNE (AFP) - 
.dre Agassi will go into 
Relay's Australian Open 
Vi's final fresh as a daisy 
mpared to defending 
Vmpion Pete Sampras. 
\gassi has breezed into the 
kl, without dropping a set 
'ax matches. He has played 
)y ISO games, 70 less than 
mpras who has spent 14 
iirs and 20 minutes on 
urt. 

Sampras may feel he de- 
rved the extra day’s rest 
:er needing five sets to 
ercome Magnus Larsson 
d Jim Courier plus four to 
at Michael Chang in the 
mi-final. 

Agassi's semi-final came a 
y after Sampras, but given 
e emphatic way he has 
ogressed, spectators were 
it wondering if Agassi was 
■ally affected. He even 
Imitted it had been like a 
actice workout. 

Sampras has also been dis- 
lught over the health of his 
>ach Tim Guliikson, who 
tllapsed here, went into 
wpitaJ for tests, and flew 
jme to Chicago for further 
agnosis earlier this week. 
Sampras believes this Au- 
ral i an Open is the most 
wdai of the Grand Slams. 
“This is the most special to 
e because of the circumst- 
. ices and the fact that I was 
3wn and out against Larsson 
id down and out against 
ourier and ! really fought 
ack and showed more heart 
lis week than I probably 
/er have, just refusing not to 
a down without a fight,” he 
tid. 

"I think I've shown a lot of 
sople that I might look kind 
f lackadaisical, but deep 
own inside I'm doing what- 
«r I can to try to win.” 
Sampras serve will be his 
tain weapon in his attempt 
> repeat his win over Agassi 
i the 1990 U.S. Open final. 
“Whenever I play Andre, I 
jally have to be at the top of 
ly game to beat him, be- 
luse he’s got the best return 
f serves in the game,' 1 said 
ampras. 

Agassi has been trying to 
tirug off doubts about his. 
reparation for what oould be 
five-set decider. . 

Agassi said “1 think the 
.ynamics of the match are 
.oing to bring out tbe best in 
ne. 

“You can argue both sides; 
vhether it’s good to have a 


Cantona 
to be 
dropped 
from 
i French 
i squad 

PARIS (Agencies) — The 
French national soccer 
team had been struggling 
anyway, now, with Eric 
Cantona's suspension 
added to Jean-Pierre 


“ r — j — 

»e resting challenge,” the 
coach admitted Friday. 

“To lose Papin and Can- 
tona in the space of 24 
hours is tough for a coach,' 1 
said Aime Jacquet. “It's 
especially tough because 
we were in the process of 
changing our style of play, 
and now I have to reconsid- 
er.” 

Jacquet commented after 
the announcement that 
Manchester United had 
suspended Cantona for the 
rest of the English season 
because of his brazen 
attack on a heckling fan 
Wednesday night. Papin, 
along with Cantona one of 
France's top scorers of re- 
cent years, underwent knee 
surgery this week and will 
be out at least eight weeks. 

French officials said Can- 
tona would be ousted as 
captain of the duration of 
his suspension in England. 

That means he will miss 
France’s ‘European Cham- 
pionship qualifying match- 
es away against Israel on 
March 29 and at home 
against Slovakia on April 
2 $ France needs victories 
in both matches to retain a 
reasonable chance of qual- 
jying for the championship 
■ound-H»3596. 

Jacque£ ! refused to de- 

A “Lifc goes on for the 
earn, and EnVs absence 
epresents an interesting 
halienge for a lot of play- 

re who now have a chance 

0 pibve. themselves. 


tough match and then com- 
promise your fitness or 
whether it's better to get 
through and be fresh and 
ready to play. 

“I fee! like I’m hitting the 
.ball well and I feel good. 

Sampras, two-time Wimb- 
ledon and U.S. Open cham- 
pion and last year's winner 
here, is bidding for his sixth 
Grand Slam title. Agassi is 
chasing his third after his 
momentous wins at 1992 
Wimbledon and last year’s 
U.S. Open. 

Australian Open Centre 
Court flooded 

The Australian Open’s 
centre court looked like a 
giant wading pool as players 
splashed and danced with de- 
light. 

Minutes after Andre Agas- 
si won his semifinal by de- 
fault against injured Aaron 
Krickstein, a flash flood from 
the Yarra River swept over 
the court and caused a brief 
power failure in parts of the 
national tennis centre. 

Astonished fans watched 
Natasha Zvereva, Gigi Fer- 
nandez, Lindsay Davenport 
and other players cavort 
barefoot in the ankle-deep 
water on the rubberised re- 
bound ace court. 

Corridors throughout the 
National Tennis Centre also 
flooded, along with the 
media room where at least 
200 writers from around the 
world tried to file stories on 
the semifinal match. 

When light was restored, 
an announcer, standing on 
centre court with his trousers 
rolled up to his knees, told 
fans: “Ladies and gentlemen, 
we have a slight problem with 
water.” 


His understatement was 
greeted with huge cheers. 

Moments later, he re- 
turned to ask tbe thousands 
of fans present to clear the 
Center Court stadium as a 
precaution. 

A statement by tennis Au- 
stralia President. Geoff Pol- 
lard, later said the flooding 
had been the result of over- 
flow from the nearby Yarra 
and was “due to freak weath- 
er conditions.” 

“The flash flood meant 
that the water level exceeded 
the drainage capacity," Pol- 
lard said. “Flinders Park's 
drainage system is now clear- 
ing the water effectively. It 
will be business as usual 
tomorrow.” 

Fernandez and Zvereva 
had been beaten by Sanchez 
Vicario and Jana Novotna in 
the women's doubles final, 
which preceded Agassi's 
semifinal. 

Fernandez wrestled in the 
water with Australian player 
Rennae Stubbs as the crowd 
cheered. Zvereva, canying a 
toy kangaroo, danced happi- 
ly. Known on the WTA Tour 
for her livadous personality, 
Zvereva hammed it up before 
the cameras by striking 
model-like poses 

Agassi said he h*d been 
unable to see anything in the 
locker room after leaving the 
court when Krickstein de- 
faulted with a groin injury. 

“I couldn’t see anything,” 
said Agassi. Tt was piLch 
black in the locker room.” 

The flooding brought back 
memories of Wimbledon in 
1985, when water flooded 
walkways at the All England 
Club after a heavy rainstorm, 
also on the day of the men's 
semifinals. 


Australian Open 

Pierce destroys Sanchez 
to win 1st Grand Slam 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Mary Pierce brushed aside 
hot favourite Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario 6-3, 6-2 in tbe 
Australian Open women's 
final Saturday to take her 
first Grand Slam title. 

The 20-year-old calmly dis- 
pelled doubts about her tem- 
perament in the 85 minute 
victory which gave France its 
first Grand SUun champion 
since Francoise Durr won the 
French Open in 1967. 

“I am very very happy and 
I feel I have improved,” 
Pierce said after getting re- 
venge on tbe 23-year-old Spa- 
niard for her two-set defeat in 
the French Open final last 
year. 

Pierce, blasting the tough 
Spaniard off court with her 
finely placed forehand, hit so 
hard and wide that even San- 
chez, one of the greatest re- 
trievers, finally gave up 
trying to reach them. 

Sanchez added that her 
serve had also let her down. 
Victory at Flinders Park 
would have secured her tbe 
world number one spot. But 
she will still take the top 
place next week as Steffi Graf 
is again injured for the Pan 


Pacific tournament in Tokyo. 

But Pierce also scored a 
notable victory over nerve in 
taking this Grand Slam title, 
worth $360,000 and pushing 
her world ranking up to num- 
ber three. 

“I was very calm, focused 
and concentrated for every 
point,” she said. 

Sanchez, the French and 
U.S. Open champion, chased 
incessantly, but had no real 
answer to an opponent 
appropriately dubbed the 
Queen of Shots by the Press. 
Pierce stretched to the limit 
to slam the ball into the 
comers, often with the Spa- 
niard stranded on the other 
side of die court. 

Pierce said the Rebound 
Ace surface was one of her 
favourite as it was not too fast 
and the high bounce gave her 
time to set up shots. 

Sanchez* weak service and 
faulty forehand kept her con- 
stantly on the defensive. The 
duel was fought mainly from 
die baseline and only four 
points were decided from the 
net in die second set. 

Pierce said she had been a 
“little bit nervous” at die 
start and die final began omi- 


nously & she lost her service 
after she double faulted on 
die second and third points of 
die match. 

“I wasn’t serving too well I 
think the whole match,” die 
said. 

But Sanchez lost her serve 
in the second, failing with a 
backhand and Pierce broke 
through with a fierce fore- 
hand to die comer. 

Sanchez took Pierce’s ser- 
vice -in the third .and a 
tremendous battle erupted 
around deuce in die following 
game. “We had a lot of tough 
points in the beginning of the 
first set. These were really 
crucial for me to hang m 
tough,” said Pierce. 

“It was important for me to 
just fight and not to give her 
any points.” 

The French player was hit- 
ting perfect shots, but Spa- 
niard retrieved from 
seemingly impossible posi- 
tions, flicking up the fobs. 

Retrieving however was 
just not enough on a day 
when Pierce made few mis- 
takes and the French player 
levelled score at 2-2 after 
Sanchez Vicario netted a 
smash ami then over-hit a 
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Mary Pierce balds tbe man's slngjestrophy during, the 
awards ce r e m ony at tbe Australian Open (AFP photo) 


Sampras-Agassi record 

Fete Sauguas seven wins, Andre Agassi five wins. 


Year Venue Round 

1989 Rome R32 

1990 PHbdelpUa R16 
1990 U.S. Open F 

1990 ATP Finals RR 

1991 ATP Finals RR 

1992 Atlanta F 

1992 French Open QF 

1993 Wimbledon QF 

1994 Key Bbcayne F 

1994 Osaka SF 

1994 Paris Indoor QF 
1994 ATP Finals SF 


Wtoner Score 
Agassi 6-2, 6-1 
Sampras 5-7, 7-5, retired 
Sampra s 6-4, 63, 6-2. 
Agasd 6-4, 6-2. 

Sampras 6-3, 1-6, 6-3 
Agassi 7-5, 6-4 - 

Agassi 7-6, 6-2, 6-1 
Sampras 6-2, 6-2, 3-6, 3-6, 64 
Sampras 5-7, 6-3, 6-3 
Sampras 6-3, 6-1 
Agassi 7-6, 7-5 
Sampras 4-6, 7-6, 6-3. 



Mary Pierce of France (left) and Spaniard 
Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario kfea at tbe condusloo 


of the women's singles tide at tbe Austrafiaa 
Open (AFP photo) 


lofted forehand. 

“I should have won that 1 
game and everything would 
bp different,” Sanchez Vicar- 
io said. 

But Sanchez was stretching 
Pierce with deep backhands 
and in the seventh the French 
player was looking anguished, 
and mouthed “No, lcan*t”to 
her coach.” • 

But in the eighth game 
Pierce broke Sanchez Vicario 
with cross-court forehands 
and a decisive smash, and 
took the set 64. 

The second set opened 
with Pierce breaking through 
as she punished returns on 
her forehand forcing Sanchez 
Vicario into errors. 

In the second game Pierce 
saw things going against her 
as one shot bounced tantaH- 
singly high off the net and fell, 
back, and a lofted forehand 
by Sanchez {dumped down 
exactly cm the baseline. 

In the fourth Pierce 
reacted anxiously, crying out 
in anguish at lost points and 
slapping herself on the thigh. 

The next game was very 


tense with Pierce disputing a 
fine cafl and sgumg with the 
um pire. But Sanchez double 
faulted and Pierce took the 
game with a forehand passing 
shot to make it 3-2. 

Tbe figh t was going out of 
the Spaniard and with 
Pierce's -forehand ruling die 
court die was finding the net 
or overinttfog. 

•'With- thunder rambling 
ommoody Pierce took tbe 
match and the tide with a 
backhand which ought San- 
chez out of position and 
raised her hands in triumph. 

Then she stood for a long 
moment with her hands 
covering ter' face as if she 
coukl not believe her success. 

Sanchez denied die bad 
been praying for a rain break 
at the end. 

“I knew dm weather was 
getting dose to rain but I 
didn't pray,” she said. 

The Spaniard laid her de- 
feat to not serving well and 
said that Pierce was a stron- 
ger all round player than 
Graf because die could hit 
hard from both sides. 
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Russia’s ladies 4 x5km relay team with (from 
left) Olga Korneeva, Nina GavriOjuka, Lasbra 
Lasudna and Yelena Valbe celebrate on the 




gttophan 


podium after winning the Nordic Ski World 
Cup (AFP photo) 


Injured Valbe loses 1st race of season 


LAHTI, Finland (R) — Rus- 
sia's Elena Valbe, suffering 
from back trouble, lost her 
first World Cup cross-country 
race of tbe season on Satur- 
day — beaten by more than a 
minute by Norwegian Inger 
Helene Ny bra ten. 

Valbe, first in her last six 
outings, finished 15th in the 
women’s 10-km classical 


event but remained well 
ahead in the overall stand- 
ings. 

*Tve had backache for a 
few days and could not give 
everything. It is as simple as 
that,” said Valbe. 

Valbe has 616 points after 
seven races, 126 more than 
compatriot Nina Gavrilyuk, 
fourth on Saturday and 


Main Uddin s/o All Noor 
PASSPORT LOST 

On 25/12/94 I discovered the loss of my passport which 
bears the No. E854287 of the People's Republic of 
Banaladesh. 


contact me at Tel. 891890 Amman and we shall 
pay a reward accordingly. 


second overall. Nybraten is 
sixth on 209. 

In the men’s ski jumping, 
Austria's Andreas Golderger 
extended his lead in the 
world cup standings by win- 
ning the normal hill event 
ahead of Germany's Jens 
Weissflog. 

Goldberge has 972 points 
after 12 events with Finnish 
jumper Janne Ahonen next 
on 666. 


Ctodnnati Reds scout Oay 
Daniel #62 instructs possible 
replacement players before 
tryouts at the Reds training 
complex. About 150 passible 
replacements attended the 
tryouts. With a strike thre- 
atening tbe start of the Major 
League bas eb all season, U.S. 
President Bill Clinton caled 
on owners and players to 
work out a settlement with a 
federal mediator (AFP pboto) 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAH SHARIF 
X TANNAH HRSCH 
c.190. Timm um tom, K 


THE GROSVENOR COUP 


North-South vulnerable. South 

NORTH 
*KJ942 
?£Q4 
v j a 2 
*83 

WEST EAST 

*63 * A Q 

? J 10 B 3 2 9 7 6 

* 7 5 4 V A 10 9 3 

* A 7 6 *10 8 0 4 2 

SOUTH 
* 10 8 7 B 
TAOS 
0KQ8 
*KQ 4 
Thfl bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pam 2 9 Pus 

2 * Pass 3 NT Pssa 

4 • Pass Pan Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of <7 
There’s a pis; known as the Gros- 
vksot Gambit which is so spectacu- 
larly fltopcal that it gives declarer a 
chance to bring home an otherwise 
unmaknible contract. However, it is 

each e terrible play that no oh can 
beUen you made it sad u wont 
take aovautage of the situation. 
Here's an example of the ruse. 


North's two hearts was a transfer 
to spades and the raise to three no 
trump showed a balanced game-go- 
ing hand with five spade* Despite a 
flat hand. South correctly converted 
to four mwb« 

West led a heart Declarer took 
tbe ace in hand and ran the ten of 
spades. East won with the ace fit 
and shifted to a dub to West's ace. 
Back came a dub. 

Declarer won and could now have 
made the contract by leading a 
spade to the king. However, when 
West followed to the next round of 
spades, would you make that play? 
Not a chance! You could never live 
down the embarrassment of having 
East show out, as expected. Natu- 
rally. declarer tried a second spade 
finesse and parity waa restored— 
down one. 

What ia the purpose of the Croa- 
venor Gambit? As declarer, yon fed 
silly when a defender indulges in 
Mich tomfoolery. What the defender 
is hoping for Is that, in subsequent 
play, you win be nonplussed every 
time you recall how you were tor- 
mented by the grinning defender 
and not play your best,' giving your 
opponents an edge. Could be! 


C.C.C. Jordan advertises for the existing vacancy in the senior 
position of the executive secretary to the Group General 
Manager, located in Amman. The successful applicant will be 
charge of the G.G.M.'s office and reports to him directly. She wilt 
be expected to assist the G.G.M. in performing office and 
administrative work related to the construction management and 
project activities of C.C.C. both in Jordan and other middle 
eastern areas. Duties include the preparation of high quality 
written communications, marketing proposals. Presentations, 
agreements, top, level reports and minutes of meeting. This 
requires the job holder to be highly qualified in using a P.C. and 
various types of specialised soft ware and printers for proces- 
sing, storing and retrieving such work. 

Applicants are expected to be in the 30-45 years age group, 
must have a professional degree or at least two years academic 
studies after a high school, with at least 10 years in a similar, 
position of responsibility should have a high proficiency in both 
the Arabic and English languages and demonstrate adequate, 
organisation and supervisory capability. • 

Interested persons may apply in writing to fax No.: 
643073 Amman. All applications will be treated In strict 
confidence. 

The compensation package includes an attractive salary, medic- 
al insurance, reasonable working hours and the potential for a 
good bonus, promotion and career growth within the most 
successful Arab construction company in the world. 
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News 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Italian businessmen meet Iraqi officials 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — A delegation of Italian business' 
men began talks with senior Iraqi officials here Saturday on 
prospects for future contracts. Iraqi officials said the 
delegation, representing 38 Italian industrial and trading 
companies, met Trade Minister Mohammed Mehdi Saleh 
and Health Minister Umid Medhat Mubarak. Sergio 
Marini, president of the Arab- Italian Chamber of Com- 
merce, led the delegation. The businessmen were to discuss 
prospects for supplying Iraq with food and medicine, which 
are excluded from the trade embargo imposed on Baghdad 
after its August 1990 invasion of Kuwait, said Adnan Ai 
Qadassy, president of the Iraqi federation of industrialists. 

Turkish radical released from French prison 

PARIS (AP) — French authorities have released a leader 
of the Turkish radical group Dev Sol, a movement 
suspected of several slayings in Turkey, but ordered him 
not to leave France. Dursun Karatas. 41, had beeniailed 
since last September when he was arrested entering France 
on a forged Dutch passport. Mr. Karatas was charged with 
illegal entry to France, possessing forged documents and 
stolen goods, and for contact with “terrorist” groups. He is 
wanted on several arrest warrants in Turkey. 

Teledyne fined $11m for Iraq deals 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The U.S. government slapped 
over $11 million In fines on California-based defence 
manufacturer Teledyne Industries Inc. this week for 
exporting banned materials that ended up in Iraqi cluster 
bombs. A district judge here fined Teledyne nearly $5.5 
million Friday after the company pleaded guilty to violating 
the Arms Export Control Act and other charges with the 
export of zirconium pellets to Iraq via third countries. Also 
on Friday, the Commerce Bureau of Export Administra- 
tion imposed a $2 million civil penalty on the firm and 
announced that the Teledyne Wah Chang division will lose 
export privileges for three months. On Thursday a federal 
court in Miami fined Teiedyne nearly $4 million to settle 
charges of illegally exporting weapons grade zirconium 
pellets to a Chilean company that sold duster bombs to 
Iraq in the 1980s. 

Cyprus legalises homosexuality 

NICOSIA (AFP) — The Cyprus government has approved 
a bill decriminalising homosexual activity in private be- 
tween consenting adults, a spokesman said Saturday. The 
bill, which has to be ratified by the parliamentary legal 
affairs committee before it becomes law, replaces a former 
law which made homosexual relations a criminal offence. 
Gay rights campaigners welcomed the government's move 
which comes almost two years after the European Court of 
Human Rights found the island's law a violation of their 
human rights. “I am pleased because the government is 
finally trying to implement the European Court's deci- 
sion, ” campaigner Alecos Modinos told the daily Cyprus 1 
Mail on Saturday. “The government has consistently 
resisted changing the colonial anti-gay law because of 
public opinion and prejudice against homosexuals,' the 
English-language newspaper wrote. 

i 

Moroccan union threatens Air Maroc action 1 

I RABAT (R) — ■ The union representing workers of the 
I Moroccan airline Royal Air Maroc (RAM) threatened 
legal action against the state-owned company on Saturday 
unless a financial scandal over missing funds was made 
public. The government launched an investigation this 
week into the troubled airline's finances without giving a 
reason. A spokesman for RAM at its Casablanca head- 
quarters on Friday confirmed an inquiry was in progress 
but refused to comment on press reports that up to 150 
million dirhams ($17 million) were missing from die 
company’s books. The spokesman was unavailable for 
comment on Saturday and there was no reply from the 
office of Prime Minister Abdul Latif Filali. who ordered 
tire Finance Ministry to launch the inquiry. "... The 
personnel at RAM refuse to be the bearers of bad tidings 
nor victims of the dishonest and destructive behaviour of 
some irresponsibles. As for our rights, we will know how to 
defend them by the appropriate legal means...” the union 
said in a letter published by Liberation newspaper. 

II.S. soldiers land in Kenya 

MOMBASA, Kenya (R) — U.S. troops began arriving in 
the Kenyan port of Mombasa on Saturday to take part m 
Operation United Shield to help United Nations 
peacekeepers pull out of Somalia. Witnesses said 138 U.S. 
troops were aboard two C-141 transport planes while 
another 22 flew in on three Starlifters. Neither the soldiers 
nor the U.S. liaison office at Moi international airport in 
Mombasa spoke to reporters. On Thursday, senior U.S 
officials said they had won pledges from Somalia's main 
warlords not to attack a U.S.-led task force which will 
shield the withdrawal of some 9,000 U.N. troops from the 
Hom of Africa country by the end of March. But they said 
if the warlords failed to keep their word or could not 
control other militias in Somalia, the multi-national force 
would have the firepower to respond to “any eventuality." 

Iran wants Israel presssured to sign NPT 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on Saturday called for Israel to 
be pressured into signing the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT), the official Iranian news agency IRNA said. 
“We call on the signatories of the NPT to pressure Israel 
into signing the treaty," Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohairnnadi said, quoted by IRNA. Israel, 
widely believed to possess nuclear weapons though Jt has 
never acknowledged it, has refused to sign the treaty on the 
grounds it has a "special" status in the Middle East. Iran 
urged Middle East countries earlier this month to pressure 
Israel to destroy its nuclear arsenal. Mr. Mohammadi said 
his country favored a peaceful use of nuclear science but 
opposed production of weapons of mass destruction. The 
United States and Israel have accused Iran of seeking to 
procure nuclear arms. 

Geagea interrogation to start on Feb, 10 1 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese Christian famrer warlord 
Samir Geagea and two other defendants charged with die 
murder of a rival leader Dany Chamoun will start testifying 
on Feb. 10, a court here announced Saturday. Mr. Geagea 
is accused of killing Chamoun, bis wife and two sons in 
2990. He is also charged with other defendants with the 
February 1994 bombing of a church near Beirut, which 
claimed 11 lives. Presiding Judge Philippe Khairallah last 
week announced that testimonies on the church case would 
be beard on February 3. Mr. Geagea, who could face death 
penalty in both cases, is the only militia chief among those 
who fought Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil war to be brought to 
trial. He has been held for nine months in a defence 
ministry basement. 

Turkey asks Greece to free detainee 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey on Saturday asked Athens to 
release a Muslim clergyman jailed for 10 months for 
assuming the title of mufti (religious leader) of a Muslim 
minority community in northeast Greece. “President 
Suleyman Demirel sent a message today to Greek Presi- 
dent Constantine Karamanlis to express hu disappointment 

that Xanthi’s mufti Mehmet Emin Aga was sentenced to 
i. j s ui. .aKinm nuhK Mr Tle.mirfct ft 
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Banks asked to raise capital to JD 20m 


By P.V. Vfofcanflnd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBS) has 
asked all commercial banks 
operating in the Kingdom to 
raise their capital to JD 20 
million before the end of 
1996, CBJ Governor 
Mohammad Nabulsi said 
Saturday. 

Dr. Nabulsi also confirmed 
that the CBJ had adopted a 
new policy of strictly enforc- 
ing its limitations on commer- 
cial banks* credit to indi- 
vidual accounts or companies 
in p ro p o rtion to the capita] 
and reserves of the con- 
cerned bank under new CBJ 
guidelines. 

The CBJ governor, in an 
interview with the Jordan 
Times, said the Central Bank 
had already issued instruc- 
tions to all commercial banks 
in Jordan to raise their capital 

to JD 20 million. 

"They have until the end of 
1996 to raise the capita] as 
instructed,” Dr. Nabufci said. 

He noted that most of the 
commercial banks in Jordan 

ai tifjcTlQ milli on although 
the CBJ regulations require 
only JD 5 million. _ 

Maintaining a capital level 
of JD 10 million enables all 
banks to meet the require- 


ments of the International 
Bank for Settlements, which 
is a key authority in settling 
inter-bank disputes of an in- 
ternational nature and asses- 
sing the international stand- 
ing of commercial banks. 

Banking sources said Jor- 
dan’s commercial banks, a 
dominant sector in the Am- 
man - Financial Market 
(AFM) where liquidity for 
fresh equity is easy to find, 
would not find it difficult to 
raise the capital as sought by 
the Central Bank. 7 * 

The actual impact on the 
stock market of the drainage 
of capital, albeit for a limited 
period, will depend on the 
options available to the 
banks. 

“Some banks have reserves 
and other provisions which 
would help than to meet at 
least pan of (be caSed-for raise in 
capital,” noted a market 
analyst. “Some of the banks 
which already used such 
means to raise capital in the 
last two years wul have to 
find new funds." 

But if the funds are raised 
from the present capital 
available at the AFM, then 
the market will face a de- 
cline, said the analyst. "In- 
deed, the money will be 
recbannelled into the market 
when the fresh shares come 
to the trading floor, but 
prices could go down in the 



Mohammad Nabulsi 

interim .” 

That being one ride of the 
argument, the other side is 
, that the government does not 
base its policies on AFM 
fluctuations. “If anything, 
the stock market is not a 
productive sector of the eco- 
nomy in government terms,” 
noted the analyst. 

Some of the smaller banks 
which will have difficulty in 
raising the capital to JD 20 
million have the option of 
mergers that would also 
boost their equity value in the 
market. 

On enforcing the CBFs 


standing guidelines to com- 
mercial banks to ensure that 
they remain within the credit 
tinntations ordered by the 
Central Bank, Dr. Nabulsi 
said: "The regulations were 
there for a long time, but 
there have also been many 
violations. 

“As such, heavily penalis- 
ing violators is the only way 
we could find to enforce the 
regulations.” 

Earlier, the banks were 
allowed to lend up to 25 per 
cent of their respective capit- 
al and reserves to an indi- 
vidual account or company 
and any lending beyond this 
limit should have prior 
approval from the Central 
Bank. 

The banks have two 
mouths to ensure that their 
outstanding credit facilities 
comply with the CBJ instruc- 
tions. 

The new CBJ regulations 
bring down tte limited to 10 
per cent. 

Dr. Nabula said while the 
Central Bank always had the 
standing guidelines to the 
commensal banks, “We are 
now strictly enforcing the 
regulations." 

. The Central Bank’s 
approach to the problem, he 
said, involved asking the 
violator bank to raise its re- 
serves with the Central -Bank 
by an amount equal to the 


unauthorised credit. 

This would mean that a 
bank with a JD 10 nttOion 
capita] could eytgnd credit of 
JD l yypllinn to an individual 
account or company. If. the 
bank extends credit beyond 
this limit without explicit CBJ 
permission, .say by JD 
500,000, then the bank wffl 
be asked to deposit an 
equivalent amount to its re- 
serves with the Central Bank. 

Dr. Nabulsi did not specifi- 
cally name any company or 
bank that were found to have 
violated the standing regula- 
tions and thus prompted the 
strict enforcement of the 
guidelines by the CBJ. 

But it appeared that a re- 
cent episode of credit involv- 
ing up. to JD 35 niilUon 
granted by one of Jordan's 
leading commercial banks to 
a single business group and 
an ensuing legal wrangle 
appeared, to have nudged the 
Central Bank to adopt strict 
action. . 

For some time late last 
year, the affair seemed to be 
turnfrig to a drawn-out legal 
battle in court before the two 
rides announced a comprom- 
ise and that they bad reached 
an out-of-court settlement 
But the sheer size of the 
amount involved shook the 
Kingdom’s entire banking 

Cfl inin iinity. v 


18 dead in bloodiest day 
of Egyptian violence 


MINYA (Agencies) — 
Security forces Saturday shot 
dead 14 militants in southern 
Egypt while gunmen killed 
four people on the bloodiest 
day of dashes for three years. 

Police said 12 of the mili- 
tants were killed after secur- 
ity forces surrounded an 
abandoned marble quarry at 
dawn in the eastern desert 
near the Nile city of Minya, 
which is 250 kilometres south 
of Cairo. 

“They opened fire after 
they were ordered to surren- 
der. Police fired back in a 
gun battle that last seven 
hours, " a policeman said. 
The militants were members 
of the outlawed A! Gamaa AI 
Islamiyah (Islamic Group), 
four of them from Minya. 

Police discovered a haul of 
11 pistols, a Russian-made 
assault rifle, nine petrol 
bombs, four explosive de- 
vices and 12 detonators, as 
well blankets and food in the 
quarry which served as a mili- 
tant hideout. 

Two other militants, two 
civilians and two policemen 
were also killed in unrest 
elsewhere in southern Egypt, 
police said. 

Several militants opened 
fire with automatic weapons 
at a police van outside a 
hospital in Nagaa Hamadi, - 
640 kilometres south of 
Cairo, killing two policeman 
as well as a man and a 
woman, police said. 

The gunmen fled after also 


wounding three policemen 
and three other civilians. 

Security forces later shot 
dead two militants in the 
train station at Sohag. 250 
kilometres south of Minya, 
police said. They said the 
militants had opened fire as 
officers tried to arrest them. 

They added that the mili- 
tants — who arrived on a 
train from Nagaa Hamadi — 
could have been involved in 
the earlier attack on the 
police van there. 

Police also arrested Hassan 
Hussein, a regional leader of 
the Gamaa, in Nagaa Hama- 
di. 

The deaths bring the total 
killed this month to 81, in- 
sulting from intensified bat- 
tles in southern Egypt be- 
tween police and militants 
wbo are trying to topple the 
secular government and in- 
stall Islamic role. 

On Wednesday, Egypt’s 
annual police day, both Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and In- 
terior Minister Hassan AI 
Alfi made tough statements 
promising to pursue the 
radicals who have been bat- 
tling the government for 
nearly three years. 

January’s death' toll is the 
highest for any month during 
the insurgency. 

In the Nagaa Hamadi 
attack, radicals opened fire 
on three unarmed police out- 
side a hospital, killing two of 
them and two passe rsby, in- 
cluding a woman. 


Kabul 

coup 

aborted 


KABUL (AFP) — A plan- 
ned coup by two former 
Hezb-e-Islami commanders 
against forces loyal to Afghan 
President Burbanuddin Rab- 
bani north of Kabul was 
aborted in a preemptive 
strike Saturday, a senior offi- 
cial told AFP. 

“We had information that 
these two commanders were 
part of a big plan in which 
Hezb-e-Islami would try to 
grab everything between 
Kabul and the Sajang," said 
Defence Ministry spokesman 
Abdullah. 

Two former Hezb-e-Islaml 
commanders, Karim Khan 
and Agha Shirin Salangi, who 
had changed to Mr. Rabba- 
iri’s side much earlier, were 
to switch sides once again and 
capture Bagram airbase and 
the town of Charikar, Mr. 
Abdullah told AFP. 

Learning of die plan, Mr. 
Rabbani's topgun,- ex- 
Defence Minister Ahmad 
Shah Masond, launched a pre. 
eruptive strike before dawn 
Saturday. 

He said if the rebels had 
succeeded the plan was for 
ex-communist General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum to 
attack the Salang Pass north 
of Charikar, while Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e-IslamTs 
fighters were to attack Kabul 
from the east. 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — A 
leading member of Algeria’s 
transitional .parliament, 
Moussa Moghni, has been 
killed, security services said 
Saturday without giving • 
further details. 

Moghni, deputy chairman 
of the finance and budget 
commission on the National 
Transitional Council (CNT), 
was also chairman of a poli- 
tical party, the Rally for 
National Unity. 

He was the third member 
of the CNT to be killed, 
following the murders of- 
Salah Nonr on Jan. 15 and of 
Mohamad Kari Abdullah last 
August. 

In another incident,' gun- 
men abducted a young Alge- 
rian woman ana her three 
teenaged brothers and later 
dumped their bodies far from 
their home, police said. 

A security announcement 
carried fry the official agency 
APS said all four were seized 
on Tuesday from their family 
home in AI Kamilia town, 
155 kilometres southeast of 
the Algerian capital. Their 
boefies were found in western 
Algeria! 

APS named the woman as 
unemployed Fadila Zoubar, 
24. The brothers were identi- 
fied as Ahmad, also unem- 
ployed, Kamel, 15, and 
Mahfoud, 13, both teenagers 
at school. 

The report did not indicate 


how they Were killed or pre- 
cisely where their bodies bad 
been found. Slitting the- 
throat of a kidnap victim is 
the method preferred by the 
guerrillas. 

Guerrillas battling the 
army-backed government in 
Algeria have in the past kid- 
napped girls as young as 15 
for ‘’pleasure marriage,” a 
temporary union for a speci- 
fied period. Girls refusing 
proposals of such marriage to 
guerrillas on the . run have 
often been killed. 

The militants, whose prin- 
cipal objective is to - turn 
Algeria into a purist Islamic 
state, have also targeted 
teenagers ignoring a schools 
boycott ordered by fun- 
damentalist leaders. 

The armed groups have 
also singled out members of 
die CNT and the National 
Consultative Council as 
targets,- describing them as 
"usurpers” following the 
annulment of a parliamentary 
poll in January 1992 that the 
fundamentalist Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was: poised 
to win. 

More than 20,000 people 
have died in the insurgency. 

Mr. Moghni was the 
brother of a leading fun- 
damentalist imam, Abdul 
Kader Moghni, who preaches 
in the working-class Bab AI 
Oned district of Aimers and 
is an associate of FIS deputy 
leader Ah Belhadj. 


Three sentenced to death in 
Morocco on terrorism charge 


Arrests top 3,100 in 
Bahrain — opposition 


instrumental in the release of mum Menmei tamin Aga , u 
said Greece does not recognise Mr. Aga as the mufti of the 
Si’ which has an officially sanctioned religious kader. Mr. 

^ convicted last week for signing as mufti for the 
district of Xanthi in letters sent m 1993 ( 


FEZ, Morocco (R) — A 
Moroccan court sentenced 
three men, two of them 
French nationals, to death on 
Saturday for “acts of terror- 
ism” including an attack on a 
hotel last year in which two 
Spanish tourists were killed- 

The three, Hamel Mar- 
zouk, Redouane Hamraadi 
and Stephane Ait Idir, are of 
Algerian origin. Marzouk 
and Ait Idir, a former fighter 
in Afghanistan, are French 
nationals. 

They heard their sentences 
quietly then laughed and 
chatted with lawyers before 
being led away by security 
men wearing bullet-proof 
vests amid some of the tight- 
est security seen in the 
ancient central dry of Fez. 

The three were among 17 
men and one woman, an of 
Moroccan or Algerian origin, 
arrested after the attacks in 
1993 and 1994 in die Moroc- 
can dties of Fez, Marrakesh, 
Oujda and Casablanca. 

Two Spaniards, a man and 
a woman, died when attack- 
ers fired into the lobby of the 
Asni hotel in Marrakesh in 
August 1994. 

Defence Lawyer Abdul 
Sal am Chaouche told Reu- 
ters be would lodge an appeal 
at the supreme court in Rabat 
on Monday. 

Chaouche, a vocal human 
rights activist, said the death 
sentences were unjustified on 
legal grounds. He said Mr. 
Marzouk, accused of the 
attack against McDonald’s 
restaurant in Casablanca in 
which a guard was -wounded. 


did not deserve to die. 

“It is not justice to con- 
demn a young man to death 
for shooting at a wall,” Mr. 
Chaouche said. "The verdict 
goes against the Moroccan 
government's supposed hu- 
man rights reforms.” 

Another French national, 
Kama! Benakcha, was sent- 
enced to life in prison along 
with two other accused. The 
woman, 19-year-old Naima 
Azil, was given a six-month 
suspended sentence and 
fined. 

The other 11 accused men 
were sentenced to prison . 
terms ranging from six 
months to 10 years after a 
Marathon court session last- 
ing more than 12 hours. 

The charges included 
armed robbery, premeditated 
and attempted murder and 
creation of a criminal gang. 

The death sentence is rare- 
ly carried out in Morocco. 
The last execution in 1993 
was the first in 20 years. 

Some of the men spoke 
very little Arabic and pro- 
ceedings were often halted 
because lawyers complained 
tire translations were inaccu- 
rate. A new translator was 
brought in. 

Two of them testified dur- 
ing the trial which opened on 
Jan. 10 that they were lured 
to Morocco thinking they 
were going to open a garage 
then found they bad been 
sent cars filled with arms and 
ammunition, some of them 
destined for neighbouring 
Algeria. 

Ait Idir, 22, and Hamroa- 


di, 24, said they were re- 
cruited in France by Abdul 
Dlah Zyad, Alias Rachid, 
who is in prison in Germany 
and the subject of an extradi- 
tion order, and another man. 

They said Rachid, who 
they called the prince, taught 
them about Islam and told 
them they would go and fight 
in Bosnia but ordered them 
to Morocco, where be said 
Muslims were oppressed. 

“I remember how Rachid 
used to tell us after our return 
from Afghanistan, of the mis- 
fortunes of Muslims in Pales- 
tine and Bosnia where chil- 
dren dying and pregnant 
women were disemboweled. 
He said it was the same in' 
Morocco but on a different 
level,” Hammadi told the 
court in his testimony. 

The defence lawyers 
argued that the men could 
not receive a Mr trial be- 
cause the alleged ringleader 
and other suspects stiQ at 
large, some of them in 
France, bad not been heard. 

Chaouche said one of the 
men told him during the trial 
that "the important thing was 
to get dose to Allah as soon 
as possible.” 

Authorities described -the 
suspects as “terrorists” bent 
on destabilising Morocco. 

Relations with Algeria, 
where the aimy-backed. gov- 
ernment is locked in battle 
with Islamists, suffered after 
Morocco accused Algerian 
security services of training 
the gunmen. 

Algeria denied the charges 
■and dosed its border with 
Morocco after 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
number of people arrested in 
more than a month of anti- 
government protests in 
Bahrain has reached 3,100, 
the exiled Bahraini opposi- 
tion said Saturday. 

A total of 150 people have 
also been injured in clashes 
between security forces and 
demonstrators, 11 of whom 
are m a coma, since the onset 
of violence in mid-. 
December, a spokesman for 
the Islamic Fron t for Libera- 
tion of Bahrain (IFLB) said. 

Clashes erupted in Bahrain 
after the arrest on Dec. 5 of 
leading Shiite Muslim deric 
Sheikh Ah' Salman. He had 
asked for the restoration of 
parliament, suspended since 
1975. 

Sheikh All has since been 
freed and deported to United 
Arab Emirates, from where 
be travelled to London and 
asked for political asylum. 

The opposition says 17 
people have been killed in 
dashes between the police 
and demonstrators, while the 
authorities have only re- 
ported the death of one 
•policeman. 

The IFLB spokesman 
added that ttys situation of 
prisoners arrested in Bahrain 
was “grave and worrisome” 
because they were denied 
proper medical care and die 
right to have an attorney. 

■ The group charged Thurs- 
day that anumber of prison- 
ers had died under torture. 
There was ho independent 
confirmation of foe oppgsj-_ 
tion reports. 

The trouble is the worst in 


Bahrain since the former 
British protectorate gained 
independence in 1971. . 

Protests erupted in two vii- 
lages m Bahrain Friday after 
the burial of a man shot dead - 
- by security forces, the exiled 
opposition said. 

The Interior Ministry deli- 
vered a tough warning to 
“troublemakers" it said were 
trying to destabilise the emir 
rate, but added that *he situa- 
tion was “under control,” in 
a statement, carried by the 
offidal Bahraini news agency 
GNA. - - • 

Opposition activists in the 
Gulf contacted by telephone 
said trouble broke out after 
■Friday prayers ’ in ".Si fra,' 
southeast of the capital Man- 
ama, where 24-year-old Hus- 
sein Ali AI Safi was shot dead 
Thursday, and in Bani Jam- 
rah, northwest of Manama, 
where another, victim of the 
clashes was buried Thursday. 


based Movement for the li- 
beration of Bahrain said Safi 
died when security forces 
fired live bullets, robber toi- 
lets and tear-gas at demon- 
strators ' late Thursday wfro 
were demanding restoration 
of the constitution suspended 
in 1975. • 

Abdul Redha Mansur AI 
Hajji, . 30, died of serious 
wounds- sustained in clashes 
with police 10 days ago and 
was buried in Bam Jurirah 
Thmsday,. said a statement 
from the . opposition move- 
mem received by AFP. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the opposi- 
tion reports. 
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3 children 
sacrificed to 


new DEHLI (AJFP) 
Three chil dren, aged tiewe 

two and five were murder 
at a Hindu temple inweste 
frarfia in a ritual sacrifi ce 
appease tire local deity, P« 
re pe n ts said Saturday. _T1 
temple priest in the district 
Surcndra Nagar found u 
bodies of the two boys and 
gill when he opened tl 

i rL*J I.. ■■■ RA1 


agencies saw* ineywra^i 
led Thursday 'night at 1 

temple to the goddess Mel 

after elaborate rituals 
appease the goddess, tire 


Algerian legislator killed 
amid Ramadan threats 


mood-stained butcher's km 
from the temple and lam 1 

died an investigati on. T l ^ 

childr en were not identifie 5 

and no suspects were mei 
turned. Quid sacrifices are 
common occurrence in Indii 
stemming from a supers! 
tious belief that the offer t 
human Mood would lead t 
divine blessings. Most ai 
carried out to appease v. 
nous incarnations of the go< 
dess KaH in her role as 
fertility -divinity. 

Republican calls | 
lawmaker a ‘tag’ ! 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Tbe number two Repobticai 
in tire U.S. House of Repel 
sentatives claimed Fridal 
that his tongue dipped whe 
be called gay lawmaker Bar 
ney Frank ^Barney Fag” h 
an interview with reporters 
House Majority Leader Did 
Armey said he was haying 
“trouble with alliteration’ 
and immediately apologise! 
to Mr. Frank, who is ai 
acknowledged homosexual 
Mr. Frank said he under! 
stood tire remark was no£ 
intentional. “But I could no* 
accent that it was whoUw 
acrioental. I just had to bell 
fieve that it was somewbera|| 
mtfre bade of his mind,” Mr 4; 
l¥&;ak, a Massachusetts; ■ 
Democrat, said after hstenmgjjj a 
to a tape of the interview's 5 
Fellow Democrats were out-ji 3 
raged at tire remark wMchjj 5 j 
they said reflected the Re-fe ? 
puMteans* true views and'? i 
White House Press Secretary g- § 
Mike McCurry said it was an l-V ' 
example of tire type of “ex- V j 
tzeme language” that was??, -1 
undermining political tfis- ^ 3 
course. "Inis Republican 
leadership seems to have a 
habit of calting tirenr political 
opponents names, said 
Democrat John Lewis from 
.GecHgta. “Mr. Armey is too 
damn careless with his 
mouth,” said Democrat Nita 
Lowey from New York. Mr. 
Armey stated that be did not 
want Mr. Frank to “believe 
; for one moment I would use a 
shir against him. I had trou- 
ble with- alliteration. I was 
stiunblmg, ummbB ng'... Bar- 
ney Frank is a friend of mine. 

I don't use tire word in per- 
sonal- convemation. I would 
not use such an expression 
and I don’t approve of any- 
one who does tins,” he said. 

The Human Rights Cam- 
paign Fund, tire largest U.S. 
gay rights lobby, issued a 
statement in which it branded 
tire remark as "prejudice”..* - 
that "dishonours the dignity" 
of the Congress and shows -a 
callous disregard for tire ie- , 
spong&flities that acco mpany i J 

high public office.” j ;j 

British baby ' l 
dies of thirst | 

LONDON (R) _ An 18- 3 ? 

month-old boy died of durst I 4 ; 

and lay uncSscovered amid I 1 5 
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after both his parents died 
from an ap p a ren t drug over- 
dose, an inquest was told 
Friday. Neighbours found the 
body of Michael Walker after 
they broke into the family's 
apartment in Rhyl, north 
Wales. The corpses of his 
poems Tony and Elizabeth, 
both in their 20 s, were disco- 
vered nearby. The family had 
not been semi since before 


m some state of 
,and decay, anti 


there was 


detective U 
Sergeant Philip Welsh told" I-.* 

were If 

*?«ered about the floor. |i : 
There were powders and If: 
items., we woiild usually 
associate with the drugs M 
■“P®" A post-mortem Iff 
revealed the tod. IS 
^ fad died of cardio^ 1 |R 
jcyi^oiy Mure due to deRg' a ri 
iJ*™***?- Coroner David! if 
Jones adjourned the inquest I M 
results of fimherlll 
teste to^ ^detennmelH 
of dead, of JB 
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